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The 16th edition of the Mexico Business Summit took place in the city of Guadalajara 
in the state of Jalisco from October 21 to October 23, 2018 under the following 
main theme:

“Designing the Future:
Mexico in a World of Disruptions”

The topics addressed in this edition of the Mexico Business Summit revolved around the 
most relevant local and international issues:

• Locally, our country underwent a period of intense electoral competition. The 
largest elections in the country’s history took place in a climate of social peace, legal 
certainty and political civility. 

The Mexican political system moved forward with a new transfer of power where the 
winning project is oriented towards social issues, transparency and accountability. 

• Second, but no less important, was the United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), which will bring important adjustments to our country’s industrial 
structures and guarantee a positive long-term outcome for the participating 
economies.

• Third, our economy’s different productive sectors were analyzed in depth in relation 
to the global context that is shifting due to the new protectionist trade policies on 
the one hand, and the progress made in reconfiguring regional economic groups 
on the other.
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Additionally, the economic strengthening of the most powerful countries contrasts 
with their internal social problems, which are triggering exclusionary sentiments 
and radical political postures. This foreshadows internal conflicts that were thought 
to have been overcome.

Under these terms, the 16th edition of the Mexico Business Summit opened its doors for 
debating projects, proposals, options and content in order to help participants gain a 
better understanding of the future of our country and the rest of the world in the coming 
months.

The Mexico Business Summit will always bet on Mexico. In the contents and summaries 
included in this edition, confidence prevails in our country’s great potential for economic 
growth and stability as well as social progress. 

We are living in an age of major technological and scientific advances; robotics, which 
affects the means of production; genetic modification, which can yield huge benefits in 
medicine; space exploration and human embryonic projects that still feel like they belong 
to the realm of science fiction.

Additionally, we are living through a defining moment for our planet: alarming climate 
change, mass extinction of plant and animal species and all the consequences this entails.
I would like to thank the business community, the government of the state of Jalisco and 
the citizens of Guadalajara for their hospitality.

This is a compilation of the presentations, proposals and important conclusions of this 
edition of the Mexico Business Summit. Every edition aims to make contributions to 
public policy and to business and industrial innovation with the final objective of making 
Mexico a more imaginative, creative, equitable and prosperous country.

Miguel Alemán Velasco
President of the Mexico Business Summit Organizing Committee

MESSAGE FROM MIGUEL ALEMÁN VELASCO
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Francisco Orendáin De Obeso
José Mauro Garza Marin
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz
Daniel Curiel

Speakers:
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz
Governor of Jalisco, Mexico

Daniel Curiel
Head, CCIJ, Mexico
José Mauro Garza Marin
President, COPARMEX Jalisco, Mexico
Francisco Xavier Orendáin De Obeso
President, CANACO Guadalajara, Mexico

The goal of this year’s summit is to set a starting point where 
Mexico’s corporate horizons can find stability in a disruptive 
international context. This is a platform for ideas that will help 

us think and create a better society. It is about debates on the options 
for the future, requiring the construction of a social contract that is 
sustained by consensus and not by imposition.

Emerging technologies forecast a new production revolution with 
unprecedented changes to the organization of work that threaten to 
render people useless. It is necessary to join efforts so that Artificial 
Intelligence does not surpass the ethical and creative value of natural 
intelligence. Technological and economic development can only exist 
if they go hand in hand with human development.

Welcoming Remarks

“Technological and 
economic development 
can only exist if they go 
hand in hand with human 
development.”
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In this fourth industrial revolution there is a new focus on learning 
from the young, and Mexico cannot miss the opportunity to participate 
in this process as has happened before. There is a need for innovation 
based on new educational models.

Fortunately, the civil society has expressed its desire for greater 
political participation and for playing an active role in building a fair 
and peaceful Mexico. There are 16 years to be grateful for to all the 
participants from the civil society, the business sector, universities and 
sponsors. During this time there have been many opportunities to 
make many investments and friends.

Companies are the greatest job providers. For example, through local 
and national capital around 7 thousand jobs have been generated by 
the last two Business Summits alone. However, we are convinced that 
it is not just thanks to the companies but also to the collective work 
of productive agents interested in society who promote the necessary 
innovation and development in the country, “proving that Mexican 
talent always overcomes the obstacles.”

To face this situation, private entities, scholars and decision-makers 
need to boost innovation in key economic sectors. Mexico needs 
a sustained annual growth rate of between 4% and 5% to reverse 
stagnation and to significantly improve the lives of its citizens. To solve 
these needs, the following priorities are proposed:

1. To establish a true rule of law.
2. To fight corruption by boosting transparency.
3. To modernize the state: efficient centralization of power and 

search for counterweights. 
4. To achieve macroeconomic control and fiscal discipline by 

maintaining the autonomy of the central bank. 
5. To boost productive projects by strengthening the local market. 
6. To improve the quality of education and to build a dignified, 

efficient and transparent healthcare system. 
7. To integrate Mexico into the global context by enhancing 

multilateral connections. 
 
A very interesting year for the country has concluded with evident 
democratic progress that proves the solidity of our institutions. It 
was believed that the new administration would treat the Summit 
as insignificant, but the president-elect knows what he wants and is 
here to listen to proposals. Today, Mexico has proven to be above any 
attempts at political polarization. 

Together we must overcome the economic uncertainties with stable, 
sustainable growth, since climate change is an obvious global reality.

Daniel Curiel

Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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We also need to resist protectionism in an international context where 
democracy is challenged by extremist ideologies. We must continue to 
demonstrate the benefits of free trade between countries, regaining a 
position of leadership based on the trust the world has in us. 

“We should not be afraid of failure, since it is just another step towards 
success.”

The purpose of the summit is to start a conversation about designing 
a future where it is possible to endorse a social contract based on 
strengthening the rule of law and obtaining concrete benefits for 
Mexicans.

José Mauro Garza Marin

Francisco Orendáin De Obeso
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Special Address:
Enrique Peña Nieto

Speaker:
Enrique Peña Nieto
President of Mexico

Presented by: 
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz
Governor of Jalisco, Mexico

The world is constantly changing. In some societies, democratic 
systems have been called into question and globalization has 
been rejected. In the economic arena, the post-crisis recovery 

era has come to an end and a volatile era of uncertainty has begun. This 
global context imposes transcendental challenges on Mexico, because 
only by restoring certainty is it possible to create an environment that 
promotes growth. 

The quest for certainty guided the economic project that the Mexican 
government has followed for the past six years. The objective was 
economic growth and a healthy business climate. 

The economic policy of this administration was based on six pillars:

1. Ensuring macroeconomic stability. The aim was to lay the 
foundation for companies to invest and make long-term 
decisions.

2. Removing bottlenecks that were slowing the national economy. 
14 reforms were implemented, six of which are economy-related. 
This has promoted competition in several industries and will have 
a positive impact on the medium and long-term because it will 
foster innovation and give consumers access to more affordable 
products.

Enrique Peña Nieto

“Foreign investment has 
reached a historic record 
that will exceed $200 
billion dollars by the end 
of the administration.”
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3. Renovating infrastructure and promoting its development. Public 
infrastructure spending equivalent to 3.9% of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) was reached. If we take private investment into 
consideration, infrastructure investment could reach between 
7% and 8% of the GDP. This will double the capacity of ports and 
enable highway development and mass transportation. Some 
of the main projects resulting from this investment were the 
expansion of the Guadalajara Light Railway, the Mexico-Toluca 
Interurban Railway and the New International Airport in Mexico 
City.

4. Labor market flexibility. The labor reform set the conditions 
to create four million jobs, particularly for youth and women. 
Likewise, the creation of the National Institute of the 
Entrepreneur (INADEM) fostered the talent of entrepreneurs.

5. Establishing the most ambitious trade negotiation agenda in 
recent decades. A new network of international agreements 
was promoted, which generated more opportunities for big 
companies as well as for small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs). The renegotiation of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement was one of the most important milestones.  

6. Strengthening the rule of law. The foundations were laid for 
boosting transparency  and anti-corruption efforts, as well as for 
revamping the regulatory framework to improve governance.

This economic policy has helped pave the way for creating an 
environment of certainty. One example of this is that, according to 
the United Nations, today Mexico is one of the 10 most appealing 
countries for investment and project development. Another example 
is that foreign investment has reached a historic record that will exceed 
$200 billion dollars by the end of the administration.

Today, although the desired levels of growth have not been met, 
the national economy can grow consistently, attract investment and 
generate more jobs. This is a reflection of the virtuous circle generated 
by certainty, strategic investment and positive results.

Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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Andrés Manuel López Obrador

Speaker:
Andrés Manuel López Obrador
President-Elect of Mexico

Presented by:
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Chairman, Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz
Governor of Jalisco, Mexico

Mexico enters a new political, economic and social era of 
its history with the new administration headed by Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador. Since his campaign he has promised 

to fight corruption at its core and up to the highest levels. He has also 
promoted domestic policies that prioritize the population’s well-being.
 
In this context, the presence of the future president in this edition 
of the Business Summit signals his administration’s commitment for 
cooperative work, since it is working with President Enrique Peña 
Nieto’s administration to have a peaceful transfer of power.

Hosting discussion forums with a plural and global vision, such as 
the Business Summit, is necessary for economic development. These 
forums contribute to building the foundations of a nation’s long-term 
vision. Several key objectives of this vision can be mentioned, such as 
positioning Mexico as one of the 15 largest economies in the world 
while contributing to improving the social wellbeing of all Mexicans.

In this last administration, we have witnessed the emergence of a 
demanding civil society, tired of the historical problems of the political 

Special Address:
Andrés Manuel López Obrador

“The objective is to achieve 
a rate of at least 4% annual 
economic growth.”

“Current government ex-
penditure will be reduced 
and government invest-
ment increased to over 10% 
of the budget.”
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system. This civil society and other civil organizations went from talk to 
action and to building a common goal.

Even though the current administration has had successes, such 
as contributing to the free market and balancing macroeconomic 
variables, these are not even close to being enough to solve the country’s 
internal problems. For example, there still are 10 million Mexicans 
in poverty, and it is urgent to address the problem of violence and 
drug trafficking. Similarly, it is imperative to transform the worn-out 
political system. 

These are times of change and evolution. The long-awaited transfer of 
power is upon us. The left will govern following the precepts of social 
struggle and aspirations of equality.

It is important to keep in mind that the greatest achievement of the 
free market is to generate economic growth. On the other hand, the 
state’s greatest accomplishment must be to guarantee social welfare 
and equality of opportunity for everyone.   

“Mexico cannot reinvent itself every six years.” It is necessary to fight 
the disparities caused by economic development to achieve the same 
opportunities for all. The corporate sector can and should create more 
jobs, because employment translates into economic growth.

Mexico requires a long-term vision to curb poverty and reduce the 
inequality gap, and it can achieve it through different actions. First, 
by creating spaces for dialogue and negotiation to encourage the 
business community to participate, such as the Business Summit, which 
is why it is necessary to continue to support these initiatives. Second, 
civil society, collectives and social organizations—which have gained 
strength and influence in recent years—must continue their efforts 
to be heard and to make the state accountable. Finally, Mexico goes 
through what might be a historical evolutionary process, where one of 
the objectives is the convergence of private and public capital and with 
the premise that employment is the best social policy as long as the 
productive force is valued and protected. 

On another note, migration is a key issue for the upcoming 
administration. Andrés Manuel López Obrador has established general 
guidelines for the execution of programs that support Mexican people 
so that migration becomes just an option instead of a necessity. These 
are the guidelines:

Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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1. Eradicate corruption and implement austerity measures. “We 
are going to prioritize honesty” as a way of development and 
government.

2. Reduce current government expenditure and increase 
government investment to over 10% of the budget (530 million 
pesos). This measure would prevent an increase in taxes 
and public investment would take off. An example of this last 
guideline is to eliminate the 47 ProMexico offices around the 
world and assign economic, cultural and business matters to 
embassies. 

3. Cuts in public spending and austerity measures should boost 
the country’s economic growth so that Mexico can leave behind 
the period of 2%-annual-growth stagnation. If jobs are created, 
well-being and sustained economic development will follow. The 
president elect’s goal is to achieve a rate of at least 4% economic 
growth.

Additionally, a pledge arose to eliminate the Nini (NEET) label for 
young people who do not work nor study, since it is not their fault: 
education is mostly restricted to those who can pay for it. As long as 
they want to do it, every young person should have the opportunity to 
study wherever they live.

As for the United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement (USMCA), the 
new government believes it is thanks to this agreement that “there 
cannot be better conditions for growth” and for finding a structural 
solution to the migrant crisis. For example, a strategy in the north of 
the country is to create a free zone in the border with lower taxes and 
double the minimum wage.

In conclusion, Mexico is currently going through a necessary disruptive 
period in its history. Therefore, it is necessary to join forces in favor 
of the country’s development, emphasizing society’s education and 
empowerment, while spaces for dialogue remain open.
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Speaker:
Gerhard Schroeder
Former Chancellor of Germany, Germany

Presented by:
Andrés Rozental
President, Rozental y Asociados, México

Since 1831, Mexico and Germany have built a very close 
relationship, recently strengthened by the trade agreements 
between the European Union and Mexico. In 2017, both nations 

organized more than 1,400 scientific, business, artistic and cultural 
events together. These efforts have had the aim of bringing our cultures 
closer together and opening up new business opportunities.

Businesswise, Mexico and Germany are solid trading partners. In 
2017, the value of bilateral trading between the countries reached 20 
billion euros. Currently there are 1,900 German companies registered 
in Mexico, from large international corporations to medium-sized 
booming businesses. This demonstrates how appealing Mexico is 
to German investors and entrepreneurs. Likewise, there are new 
opportunities for Mexicans to go to Germany to study, work or invest.

The relationship with the European Union as an international political 
community is also essential for the Mexico-Germany relationship. At 
the beginning of this year, Mexico and the E.U. entered into a new 
trade agreement establishing guidelines for sustainable development. 
These agreements send a message to other trading partners about 

Andrés Rozental
Gerhard Schroeder

Official opening dinner

“We must work together 
to mitigate the populism 
and isolationism that have 
emerged around the world 
in recent years. Specifically, 
work must continue at 
the international level to 
strike a balance between 
different interests and in 
search of peaceful conflict 
resolution.”
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the possibility of modernizing existing trade relationships when both 
parties share the same commercial openness and environmentally 
friendly values.

This agreement is important since the economic growth of the last 
decades has threatened the sustainability of natural resources. Some 
of the palpable consequences of climate change are glaciers melting, 
droughts, floods, as well as cold and heat waves. It is estimated than in 
the next 40 years the global population will increase by two billion. All 
of these people will require food, shelter, clothing, as well as education 
and healthcare. This significant increase will result in greater 
environmental pressures, which will worsen the existing problems with 
traffic, infrastructure, water and energy supply, and waste management.

An important consensus reached between the European Union and 
Mexico was to comply effectively with the provisions of the Paris 
Agreement on climate change. After a negotiation that lasted a little 
under two years, both parties reached an agreement that suits the 
political and economic challenges of the 21st century.

Only through cooperation can the stakeholders mitigate these effects. 
Therefore, it is essential that governments, the private sector and civil 
society take joint responsibility for the planet.

It is necessary to remember that business communities have historically 
been key forces that boost economic and political relationships 
between countries. This Mexico Business Summit is an excellent space 
dedicated mainly to the private industry that offers great opportunities 
for exchanging ideas, networking and strengthening already existing 
relationships.

International cooperation is also necessary for other social and 
political issues, such as the following: establishing a fair globalization, 
keeping the peace, safeguarding the energy supply, fighting against 
poverty and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as 
safeguarding the rule of law. It is time to work multilaterally to protect 
and ensure the well-being of the world’s population.

We must work together to mitigate the populism and isolationism that 
have emerged around the world in recent years. Specifically, work must 
continue at the international level to strike a balance between different 
interests and in search of peaceful conflict resolution.

Gerhard Schroeder

Andrés Rozental
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An efficient way to reconcile economic growth, environmental 
protection and social progress is technological innovation and 
management. Technological progress is crucial in the current global 
context, since only those who are at the top can stay competitive in the 
long term. Governments must actively support innovation.

In that sense, Mexico and Germany must focus on strengthening their 
bilateral political, economic and cultural relations. Both nations must 
unite to face global challenges and guarantee the well-being of their 
citizens. This relationship should move forward according to the values 
shared by both countries, characterized by the desire to live in peace, 
in an environment where tolerance and justice prevail.
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Certainty or Unpredictability?

Speaker:
Carlos Slim Helú

Honorary Chairman, Grupo Carso, Mexico

Presented by:
Miguel Alemán Velasco

Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico 

We must understand the current global disruptive context. It 
is necessary to have a clear understanding of the certainties 
and uncertainties we face in this changing context.

Certainties

Our whole civilization is changing. While agricultural societies existed 
for 10 thousand years, industrial societies lasted for about 200 years. 
Now, the third wave of technological changes reflects the speed of 
current transformations. These changes are abrupt and disruptive.

Technological change grows exponentially in all the economic sectors. 
The digital age is propelled by great accomplishments in electronics. 
Amazon, for example, headed by multimillionaire Jeff Bezos, provides 
“everything” via the internet.

Besides, the banking sector is paying close attention to these changes, 
as evidenced by the different kinds of services and transactions they 
offer. China is the best example, leading in payment methods, credit 
and financial management through smartphones.

Miguel Alemán Velasco
Carlos Slim Helú

“It is necessary to free up 
more jobs by establishing 

three or four-day work 
weeks or four-hour work 

days.” 
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Another certainty is that, due to these changes, good education and 
ongoing training of human capital is required. If technologies are 
used more efficiently, anyone can have access to courses from the best 
universities.

Mexico needs to provide high-quality basic education and apply tests 
continuously in order to certify knowledge. It is likely that in the 
future, instead of building universities, it will be necessary to develop 
big digital libraries that anyone can access.

In the socio-political arena, this transformation calls for an active 
democracy based on freedom, diversity and human rights. In the past, 
poverty was considered to be an ethical and moral conflict: how can 
so many have so little and so few have so much? Nowadays, no country 
can progress if its society remains poor and ignorant. Mexico needs to 
learn from China, who has invested in quality education and now has 
an increasingly larger, better educated and more competitive middle 
class.

The only realistic path forward is collective development. Well-being is 
the key to our society, conceived as equality of opportunity. Technology 
must be used so that everyone can access and participate in these 
changes.

Uncertainties

In contrast, the greatest uncertainty is the potential unemployment 
caused by technological changes. There are now Artificial Intelligence 
programs that can quickly and efficiently detect different kinds of 
cancer or offer solid legal advice. What will happen with medicine and 
law, among other careers? 

Young people will face the bulk of these employment issues. Part of the 
problem is that older people are postponing their retirement because 
their pensions are insufficient. It is necessary to free up more jobs by 
establishing three or four-day work weeks or four-hour work days.

Carlos Slim Helú
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Another uncertainty is the financial unsustainability of many countries. 
Large debts prevent governments from promoting fruitful projects. 
Mexico must find a way to use its great capital reserves, such as its 
retirement funds, to invest in the country’s development.

Mexico is experiencing fast political changes that must be addressed by 
integrating the social sectors which have been impoverished over the 
past three decades. It will be important to adopt policies that address 
this in the short term.

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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What to Expect of the First 100 Days of the New Administration

Andrés Manuel López Obrador will lead the government wielding 
the greatest political power in Mexico’s recent history. He won 
due to the protest vote against the current administration’s 

corruption and incompetence. The Mexican electorate saw him as a 
new alternative after 18 years of government from the PAN and PRI 
parties.

His transition platform is one of the most ambitious due to his high 
approval. He seeks to centralize political power as a way to make the 
government more efficient.

Some key points for understanding the first 100 days of his administration 
are his cabinet, his inaugural speech and the result of the referendum 
on the Mexico City New International Airport (NAICM).

Speakers:
Leonardo Kourchenko
Journalist, Analyst and Consultant, Mexico
Benjamin Lessing
Political Science Teacher, Chicago University, U.S. 
Duncan Wood
Director, Mexico Institute Wilson Center, U.S.
Alfonso Zárate
President, Interdisciplinary Group, S.C, Mexico

Presented by:
Alberto Bello
Business and News Editorial Director, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

Alberto Bello
Leonardo Kourchenko
Benjamin Lessing
Duncan Wood
Alfonso Zárate

“Mexico invests 1.8% 
of its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in security. 
To promote institutional 
changes, it is necessary 
to expand the budget, to 
strengthen intelligence 
agencies and to seek a new 
agreement with the U.S. for 
a new version of the Merida 
Initiative.”
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Duncan Wood

Leonardo Kourchenko

Even though his administration will formally start in December, it is 
possible that it will have an early symbolic beginning when the results 
of the referendum are announced. Given its importance, it is possible 
that this is just a political tool to give validity to a decision that has 
already been made.

If the result is the cancellation of the new airport, the new 
administration’s credibility will be severely damaged and it will be 
forced to mitigate the effects on the market, the negative consequences 
to Mexico’s credit rating and the possibility of affecting the peso-dollar 
exchange rate.

In terms of economic policy, one way to strengthen economic growth is 
to continue the trade policy with the U.S. based on the renewed trade 
agreement. Nevertheless, experts are still unsure about the strategy 
that the administration’s economic team will use to strike a balance 
between policy that promotes healthy finances and the development 
of a program of social policies. 

Besides that, Mexico’s main challenges are in security and the fight 
against organized crime, just as they have been since Miguel de la 
Madrid’s administration (1982-1988). One of the options available to 
the next presidential term is to try to reduce violence and discourage 
organized crime groups by coercive means.

Another option to reduce the crime rate is to strengthen the four 
institutional elements: the local police, the prosecution authorities, 
the judiciary branch and the prison system.

Mexico invests 1.8% of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in security. 
To promote institutional changes, it is necessary to expand the budget, 
to strengthen intelligence agencies and to seek a new agreement with 
the U.S. for a new version of the Merida Initiative.

Nonetheless, none of these security alternatives will be achieved 
without improving the country’s limited economic growth. Hundreds 
of thousands of young people want to become economically active. 
However, when they are excluded from the economy, they join the 
informal labor market, engage in organized crime or migrate to other 
countries.

Benjamin Lessing
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Corruption poses significant challenges. Though the coming 
administration is trying to lead by example, there are no examples of 
similar, concrete strategies that have been successful elsewhere.

Meanwhile, a critical issue for education is the political deal struck 
with some parts of the magisterium, which has led to the promise to 
backtrack the education reform.

During the first 100 days of government, the administration must look 
for the middle ground in its austerity policies, earn investors’ trust, 
heal the relationship with the civil society, curb violence, manage its 
supporter’s expectations and avoid rash decisions.

Alberto Bello

Alfonso Zárate
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Defining a New Era in the Fight Against Corruption

How could the fight against corruption start at a business 
summit? Corruption is a widespread phenomenon that affects 
all sectors: world banks, global police forces, all levels of 

government, and even society itself in different and powerful ways. 
Without a doubt, corruption is the most significant challenge for the 
next administration.

Corruption spreads like a contagious virus. It starts when a public 
official abuses political power for personal gain with no repercussions. 
Seeing this, another official decides to do the same, until this bad 
practice spreads to more people and even to the entire administration.

Indicators demonstrate that the problem has surpassed us. We must 
eradicate it, but first we must understand its implications. Corruption 
costs between 3% and 10% of Mexico’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP); 90% of companies believe corruption is the main threat to 
their business; 44% of Mexican brands make unofficial payments 
outside the scope of the law, which can increase their expenses by 
up to 10%. As these problems become widespread, shareholders and 
investors lose confidence in Mexico.

Speakers:
Max Kaiser

Founder, Center for Business Integrity and 
Ethics, Mexico

Juan Francisco Torres Landa
Partner, Hogan Lowells, Mexico

Álvaro Uribe
Former President of Colombia, Colombia

Presented by:
Rafael Heredia

Director, Heredia Rubio Abogados SC, Mexico

Max Kaiser
Juan Francisco Torres Landa

Álvaro Uribe
Rafael Heredia

Max Kaiser

“Corruption costs between 
3% and 10% of Mexico’s 
Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP); 90% of companies 
believe corruption is 

the main threat to their 
business; 44% of Mexican 

brands make unofficial 
payments outside the 

scope of the law, which can 
increase their expenses by 

up to 10%.”
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Rafael Heredia

Juan Francisco Torres Landa

Denmark and New Zealand are two countries with very low rates of 
illegal activity. In the European nation, sanctions for corruption were 
imposed by the crown on the second half of the 19th century. Moreover, 
there has been a historical push to create solid and independent public 
institutions.

As for the island country, there is wide consensus there that integrity 
and accountability are fundamental for the success of the government. 
Additionally, there has been a lot of support for innovative and 
collaborative ideas that encourage people to work together to build a 
better life. These practices are based on the idea that values for fighting 
corruption are not learned in school but by exercising citizenship. 
This creates the conditions for the country to have a low incidence of 
corruption.  

Other nations could improve their own indicators by adopting some of 
their ideas: knowing where the problem is and monitoring it, reducing 
illegal activities permanently and making corruption an expensive act 
to commit.

On the corporate side it is necessary to implement anticorruption 
measures, to raise awareness among employees, to establish regulations 
that prevent corruption, to include anticorruption provisions in 
contracts, to install mechanisms for reporting corruption, to establish 
specific sanctions, and to create organisms to fight it.  

Corruption is out of control. It cannot be ignored and it greatly affects 
all Mexicans. The only way to overcome this is with three elements: 
respect for the rule of law, solid institutions and accountability. 

Mexico does not need promises. Mexico needs measurable indicators 
so the new administration knows how things are unfolding. Moreover, 
people must contribute by being demanding and critical, yet supportive 
citizens.

Álvaro Uribe
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Drawing from the Lessons of the past to Improve
Security in Mexico

According to the reports of the press, Mexico is a country 
where authorities in many occasions witness and acknowledge 
organized crime but do nothing about it. 

When the authorities are questioned about victims’ whereabouts or 
the identity of perpetrators, they respond, “it is not our responsibility.” 
Many times, public officials revictimize people affected by organized 
crime by not listening to them. In their quest for justice, victims are 
forced to pay local authorities just to start an investigation.

2017 was the most violent year in the country’s recent history, with 30 
thousand murders. The current year appears to be even worse. 

In these times of change in Mexico, it is time to join political wills. The 
failed strategy must be replaced; it is time to ask ourselves if military 
and naval forces are the only solution.

Speakers:
Luis Camilo Osorio

Mediator, Commerce Chamber of Bogota, Colombia
Craig Deare

Professor of National Security Affairs, College of 
International Security Affairs, U.S.

Lorenzo Lazo Margain
Associate Director, Alemán Velasco y Asociados,

Mexico

Moderator:
Carrie Kahn

Mexico City Chief Correspondent, NPR, U.S.

Craig Deare
Luis Camilo Osorio

Carie Kahn
Lorenzo Lazo Margain

“2017 was the most violent 
year in the country’s recent 

history, with 30 thousand 
murders. The current year 

appears to be even worse.”
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The strategy of the past 12 years is clear. What is not clear are its results 
in addressing and solving the problem. During this period, the strategy 
has been a direct military confrontation with the goal of capturing the 
heads and capos of drug trafficking.

Nevertheless, the negative consequences of the strategy are far more 
palpable than the benefits. Today, after capturing a good number of 
capos, organized crime has simply restructured and diversified. The 
drug business and market are too extensive and complex to try to 
attack it by these means.  

According to Colombia’s experience fighting armed groups, the 
fundamental problem of drug trafficking is how it threatens life. Based 
on this premise it is necessary to strengthen security institutions and to 
create a stronger legal framework to fight these crimes, as well as to find 
allies in society: citizens must feel that they can trust the government 
over criminals who bribe and threaten. 

Nevertheless, Mexico is an enticing business for the drug market 
due to its geographical location next to the U.S., which is the largest 
consumption market in the world. This means that full bilateral 
cooperation is needed to tackle this issue, since the drug problem is 
mutual.

In addition to this, it is necessary and urgent to create a truth 
commission that truly gets to the bottom of investigations.

Additionally, it is necessary to have a solid justice system that handles 
drug trafficking. Above all, this system must be transparent, have 
impartial judges and conduct investigations exhaustively to guarantee 
solid evidence. Only in this way will it be possible to act under a legal 
framework.

However, it would be virtually impossible to consolidate this system 
without transparent mechanisms and permanent vigilance on the part 
of the citizenry.

These mechanisms could start functioning if the state spent more. 
Currently, the government spends an ineffective 1.8% of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) on security. 

Luis Camilo Osorio

Craig Deare
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In these modern times, drug addiction must be approached as a public 
health problem instead of using the same old tools of prohibition and 
criminalization. The roots of this problem are social and psychological.

Therefore, it would be better if the state regulated the drug market, 
specifically marihuana, before this illicit business continues to cost 
millions.

It would be understandable to apply amnesty laws for farmers, workers 
and impoverished people who have worked in some part of the drug 
production chain out of necessity. 

Additionally, it will be necessary to get rid of people in public institutions 
who have been corrupted or take part in organized crime, as well as 
to apply more severe consequences for those who incur in these acts. 
Before establishing a strong, transparent legal framework there should 
be genuine and profound investigations that bring legitimacy and 
reliability to the sentencing process.

Lorenzo Lazo Margain

Carie Kahn
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A Message for the New Administration

The Mexico Business Summit concluded with a session that 
gathered the experience of participants to define a message for 
the incoming administration.

Attendees were encouraged to participate in this open forum.

One of the proposals was to guarantee legal certainty so that citizens 
understand the rule of law and trust that it will be complied with. 

Another idea put forward was the reduction of the wealth gap. This 
could help us move forward towards a safer, more peaceful Mexico. 
However, in order to guarantee security, it is necessary to invest in it as 
a priority.
 
One of the proposals was the need for cooperation between the 
business community, the government and civil society to help Mexico 
move forward. It was also suggested that companies should prioritize 
productivity. Additionally, it was proposed to strengthen public and 
private financing to increase the number of innovative projects. 
Another crucial need is identifying and promoting Mexican talent.

Presented by:
Yaël Smadja
Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja, U.S., U.S.
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For the technology sector, it was proposed to invest in policies centered 
on patent development. Our country participates very marginally in the 
development of patents around the world, which limits our capacity for 
innovation. It is also essential for scientific and technological research 
in the country’s universities to be better linked with companies to 
improve productivity. Another idea was to ensure that the country’s 
progress in the digital revolution increases so that Mexican society 
does not fall behind the rest of the world.
 
Regarding the next administration’s public policy projects, it was 
suggested to maintain a long-term vision and continuity for projects 
that have proven useful for the development of the country. Another 
suggestion was the promotion of investment in dual education, which 
guarantees opportunities for young Mexicans through job training 
during the formative stages of professional or technical studies. The 
experience that companies in Jalisco have had in dual education, 
particularly in engineering and tourism, could serve as a blueprint for 
the implementation of this higher education model in other places 
around the country.
 
Finally, through a digital survey, participants agreed upon five urgent 
priorities for the next administration:

1) To create public-private partnerships to raise Mexico’s skill level 
and to adjust educational profiles so that they meet business 
needs.

2) To increase sentences for corruption crimes, to extend the statute 
of limitations and to ban guilty individuals form public office.

3) To promote programs that motivate companies to implement 
anti-corruption policies that encourage whistleblowing and to 
increase sanctions.

4) To introduce e-government to speed up processes and enhance 
transparency.

5) To implement tax incentives to promote R&D and innovative 
projects.
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Luis Miguel González
Stéphane Abrial
Manuel Herrera Vega
Valeria Moy
Claude Smadja

What Does the New Trade and Geopolitical
Outlook Mean for Mexico?

Speakers:
Stéphane Abrial
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Corporate Office, Safran, France
Manuel Herrera Vega
President, Asociación de Industriales Latinoamericanos, Mexico
Valeria Moy
Director, México ¿Cómo Vámos?,  Professor of Economics, Autonomous 
Institute of Technology (ITAM), Mexico
Claude Smadja
Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland

Presented by:
Luis Miguel González
Managing Editor, The Economist, Mexico

There is a lot of unrest in the Mexican trade sector. There is a 
sense of being lost and directionless. But why? Even though 
Mexico has a unique commercial network thanks to its treaties 

with 46 countries, for years its primary trade partner has been the U.S. 
The Mexican trade sector should try to widen its horizons in such a way 
that negotiations with other countries are fruitful and, above all, equal.  

Will the methods and procedures that enabled healthy negotiations 
between countries still work as they have in recent decades? This 
question is relevant when evaluating the trade situation after the 
impact of Donald Trump’s decisions, which have led to a change in 
trade regulations around the world. 

“Institutions are the 
best option to reduce 
international tension. 
The task for countries 
is to strengthen their 
bilateral and multilateral 
agreements.”
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Manuel Herrera Vega

Luis Miguel González

Stéphane Abrial

The U.S.–China trade war of the past months has had a large impact 
worldwide. The conflict costs the world about 1.5% of its Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) and in the U.S. it has triggered an increase 
in interest rates and a fiscal deficit that has slowed down the economy.
These symptoms have a direct impact on Mexico and Latin America. 
Mexico must be open to agreements with other countries in order to 
increase the value of its exports, to establish itself in the market and to 
boost small enterprises so that they become medium-sized, medium-
sized enterprises so they become large, and large enterprises so they 
become multinational.

Institutions are the best option to reduce international tension. The 
task for countries is to strengthen their bilateral and multilateral 
agreements. The industrial sector will also have to aim for agreements 
with a positive impact on the economy of the country where it develops. 
To gain further independence Mexico must diversify its trade relations; 
an example of this is the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP11), an agreement between 11 
nations of the Asia-Pacific region. 

Nevertheless, signing agreements with other nations is just Mexico’s 
first step towards breaking from its codependent relation with the U.S. 
Countries are facing political and social changes that demand major 
leaps in industrial development and trade as well as technological 
innovation, environmental responsibility, and minding the trends set 
by the younger generations.

The aeronautics sector in Queretaro, for example, invests in the 
modernization of its plants and their manufactured parts. This sector 
believes Mexico is a strategic location for engineering and research, 
with the potential for investment and innovation in development of 
patents, association with universities, building of laboratory facilities 
and development of new materials. The combination of these factors is 
a result of the absolute necessity of maintaining the sector’s leadership.   
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Claude Smadja

Valeria Moy

The commercial sector is currently pursuing a model to help attract, 
retain and develop Mexican talent even at its earliest stages. However, 
to achieve this, it is necessary to consider every aspect of Mexico, to 
evaluate and acknowledge the problems facing every part of society. It 
is essential to provide support through education.   

Mexico must innovate, modernize, diversify and educate in order to 
achieve a trade independence that must never be jeopardized, for any 
reason, by the U.S.
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US/Mexico: Overcoming the Obstacles on the Path Towards
Greater Shared Prosperity

Speakers:
Rafael Fernández de Castro

Professor and Director, Center for U.S.-Mexican studies, University of 
California San Diego, U.S.

Roberta Jacobson
Former U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, U.S.

Stephen Moore
Distinguished Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation, U.S.

Larry Rubin
Managing Partner, THR International & President and Chairman, 

American Society, Mexico

Presented by:
Julio Millán Bojalil

President, Grupo Coraza Corporación Azteca, Mexico

Ever since Donald Trump was elected president, the relationship 
between the U.S. and Mexico has been affected by political and 
economic uncertainty. The Mexican administration, headed 

by President Enrique Peña Nieto, will exit next December, handing 
the presidency over to Andrés Manuel López Obrador, who must then 
define Mexico’s relationship with one of the most powerful countries 
in the world.

Julio Millán Bojalil
Rafael Fernández de Castro

Roberta Jacobson
Stephen Moore

Larry Rubin

 “The U.S. economy 
continues to thrive. As of 
this year, it is growing at 

a rate of 4% and accounts 
for 25% of the global 

economy.”
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Rafael Fernández de Castro
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Even after Donald Trump threatened to end the North America Free 
Trade Agreement, new negotiations began and an agreement was 
finally reached. Mexicans succeeded.

The U.S. economy continues to thrive. As of this year, it is growing at a 
rate of 4% and accounts for 25% of the global economy. These results 
are partly the result of taking small actions that trigger big changes, 
such as the fiscal reforms that significantly reduced labor-related 
taxes. This undoubtedly increased business activity and was also partly 
accomplished because president Trump has been a businessman all 
his life. 

However, the main obstacle to signing the international trade 
agreement between the U.S., Mexico and Canada was each country’s 
focus on their own interests. They were forgetting to address all the 
issues and values that they have in common. 

This new agreement ensures the participation of Mexico in the 
American market. There could be a new long-term vision in terms 
of the continuity of investment and trade flows. An important part 
of Mexico’s economy and trade is linked to the U.S., not to mention 
that Mexico’s president-elect and Donald Trump have had a positive 
dialogue so far, without any political friction. This is the continuation 
of a relationship established in 1994 when the North American Free 
Trade Agreement was signed.

Stephen Moore
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Among the highlights of the new agreement is the 16-year term, 
though it will be reviewed every six years with the possibility of renewal 
for another 16-year term. For tariff-free auto exports, 75% must be 
produced in any of the two countries, and between 40% and 45% 
must be manufactured by workers who earn no less that 16 dollars 
per hour. Finally, in labor, the countries agree to adopt norms and 
practices established by the International Labor Organization and to 
not execute legislative mechanisms that override them. 

The future of Mexico’s new administration looks favorable, and if 
the U.S. continues its quest for leadership in different sectors and 
industries, having a close relationship with Mexico and Canada will 
yield even better results.
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Moisés R. Kalach
Luis Lozano
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Jesús Seade
Patrick Ottensmeyer

From NAFTA to USMCA: Beyond the Name Change

Speakers:
Moisés R. Kalach
General Coordinator of Negotiations Rounds, Consejo Coordinador 
Empresarial, Mexico
Luis Lozano
General Counsel & External Affairs Director, Toyota Mexico, Mexico
Eric Miller
President, Rideau Potomac Strategy Group &Global Fellow, Canada 
Institute, Wilson Center, U.S.
Patrick Ottensmeyer
President & Director, Kansas City Southern, U.S. 
Jesús Seade
Designated chief negotiator for the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA)   

Presented by:
Eric Martin
Reporter on Mexican Economy and Government, Bloomberg News, 
Mexico

After 14 months of renegotiations, representatives from Mexico, 
Canada and the U.S. executive branches signed the trade 
agreement. The renegotiation of the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA) arose when president Donald Trump 
expressed his desire to withdraw the U.S. from it, arguing that it was 
unfair to his country.

“There is a state of 
uncertainty in Mexico about 
USMCA and its advantages 
and disadvantages for 
the country. However, the 
agreement is estimated to 
generate one trillion dollars 
of additional trade in the 
next decade.”
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Moisés R. Kalach

Luis Lozano

Nowadays, there is a state of uncertainty in Mexico about this new 
agreement called the United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) and its advantages and disadvantages for the country. 
However, there is trust that this new agreement will be better than its 
predecessor; it is estimated to generate one trillion dollars of additional 
trade in the next decade.

It is important to recognize that Mexico obtained good results after 
these months of renegotiation. For example, agricultural seasonal 
tariffs were eliminated. In addition to that, the dispute settlement 
system that originally contained several ambiguities harmful to Mexico 
has been improved.

An important change in this agreement was the increase in regulations 
for the industrial and manufacturing sectors. These measures are 
clearly protectionist; however, the entrance barriers to Canadian and 
American markets offer Mexico the opportunity to raise the added 
value of its exports and to attract foreign direct investment. 

Regarding the automotive sector, Mexico and Canada agreed to 
export automobiles without tariffs, and 75% of auto parts must be 
produced in the North American region. Between 40% and 45% of 
automobiles produced in the region must be manufactured by workers 
who earn at least 16 dollars per hour. This clause aims to prevent more 
manufacturers from migrating to Mexico, where the average salary is 
around 2.5 dollars per hour.

Another reason for these changes is to boost the development of the 
automotive industry in Canada and the U.S., since during the more 
than 20 years of NAFTA, 75% of automotive development was carried 
out in Mexico. The increase of salaries in Mexico is expected to 
improve the quality of life of the sector’s workers, which will in turn 
benefit society and increase consumption. This strategy also strives for 
equality and wellbeing among workers of this industry in the region.
Article 32.10, better known as the China Clause, is one of the most 
controversial issues. It refers to not entering into free trade agreements 
with countries that do not have a free market economy without 
previously notifying the other members of USMCA. 

Eric Miller
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Due to this special relationship with the U.S. and Canada, Mexico is 
expected to be more attractive to foreign investors who wish to expand 
their businesses in North America. This is Mexico’s opportunity to 
position itself as a logistic platform, both in America and in Asia.

Finally, it is necessary to understand that we are in the first phase of 
an adaptation process to the USMCA. There is still a long way to go, 
especially in the U.S. where midterm elections will be held soon. If the 
Democrats win, long negotiations are expected before the agreement 
is ratified. This is an important moment for Mexico, since it gives the 
country room to fix its internal problems like violence, corruption and 
poverty with the purpose of getting the most out of this agreement.

Patrick Ottensmeyer

Jesús Seade

Eric Martin
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Challenges to Globalization and International Institutions:
How Does Mexico Respond?

Speakers:
Ronnie C. Chan

Chairman, Hang Lung Properties, Hong Kong SAR
Valentín Diez Morodo

President, COMCE, Mexico
Ian Goldin

Oxford, United Kingdom
John Rennie Short

Professor of Geography and Public Policy,
University of Maryland, U.S.

Presented by: 
Andrés Rozental

President, Rozental & Asociados, Mexico

Globalization is an inevitable phenomenon in human history that 
has brought the world closer through the exchange of goods, 
products, information, technology and culture. Through 

globalization we can contact and do business with people from all over 
the globe in real time, making the world a smaller place.

However, in recent years, feelings of economic nationalism, 
protectionism and rejection of multilateralism have emerged mainly 
in developed countries. Brexit and the anti-globalization statements 
of U.S. president Donald Trump are prominent examples of these 
challenges to the process of globalization.

The anti-globalization sentiment in developed countries arose from 
the 2008 financial crisis, which affected mostly the quality of life of 
the middle class. It was then that the greatest losers of globalization in 
these countries were revealed. 

Ronnie C. Chan
Valentín Diez Morodo

Miguel Alemán Velasco
Andrés Rozental

John Rennie Short
Ian Goldin

“70% of the global 
economic growth is 

the result of economic 
activities that are carried 

out in Asia. China fervently 
promotes globalization, 

economic integration and 
political cooperation, in 

stark contrast to Western 
nationalist sentiments.” 
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These important events have led to the modification of very important 
trade agreements such as the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA)—whose name changed after the renegotiation—and the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which has slowed down globalization from 
its previous double-digit growth rate worldwide. However, we must not 
forget that globalization cannot be stopped by only a few countries.

As the U.S. loses its imperial and hegemonic power, new players have 
emerged that are becoming increasingly confident and relevant in the 
international stage, such as China.

During the late 1970s, China began a process of economic reforms 
aimed at expanding its market. Currently, it is the largest exporter 
in the world and its continuous growth has managed to expand the 
world’s largest middle class, consolidating the country as the second 
largest economy on the planet.

Today, 70% of the global economic growth is the result of economic 
activities that are carried out in Asia. China fervently promotes 
globalization, economic integration and political cooperation, in stark 
contrast to Western nationalist sentiments.

The historical relation between China and the U.S. has always been 
complex. These countries are not usually thought of as enemies or 
allies, but rather as competitors in certain sectors and business partners 
in others. Today, the trade relationship has three different levels. 
The first is the trade war the whole world can see, which has been 
characterized by increased tariffs and entry barriers by both countries. 
The second one is related to currency competition, which is a problem 
that focuses on the real value of the yuan and the possibility of it being 
undervalued.

Lastly, there is the technological and military race between both 
countries. Even though the U.S. is decades ahead of China, the Asian 
power has made enormous efforts to create its own technology and 
perfect it. From this perspective, the U.S. has made counterproductive 
decisions regarding China. For example, in 2015 it banned Intel, 
NVIDIA and AMD from selling high-end computer chips to the 
Chinese government. This prompted China to invest in developing 
this technology on its own. Now the country manufactures and 
commercializes its own high-end chips.

Ian Goldin
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Everything suggests that in the future we will go from a multilateral 
world to one of bilateral leadership between China and the U.S.

The current global situation is challenging. Mexico needs to diversify so 
its companies can achieve greater participation on the global market. 
Mexico currently has free trade agreements with 46 different countries, 
but it has historically focused on the U.S. market. It is interesting to 
note that dependence on the U.S. has not changed since the signing of 
the Mexican constitution in 1917. Mexico has not made the necessary 
efforts to diversify its relations. 

For this reason, it is necessary for Mexico to diversify its trade relations. 
However, it is possible that China is not the best diversification strategy 
at the moment. Similarly, Mexico may not be that interesting to China 
and should focus on other trading partners.

Today, Mexico must focus on taking advantage of three free trade 
agreements with different countries and trade organizations. The 
first is the famous USMCA or “new NAFTA,” in which the country 
must acknowledge its importance and strengthen its relationship 
with the U.S. Then there’s the Pacific Alliance, which represents a 
great promise of integration and collaboration between Chile, Peru, 
Colombia and Mexico, and which has been strengthened recently with 
the incorporation of Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and Canada. 
The Pacific Alliance has been praised as an “example of transparency” 
and a sign of the desire to “spread the wealth between more people.” 
Finally, there is the free trade agreement with the European Union, 
which has apparently been disregarded. Mexico should invest time, 
money and effort to invigorate the agreement with Europe.

As for the bilateral leadership of China and the U.S., Mexico must 
remain neutral and leave open the possibility of cooperation with both 
nations. However, it is necessary to emphasize the urgent need of trade 
diversification. It is possible to increase international trade with other 
nations and at the same time to maintain a good relationship with the 
U.S. while decreasing dependence.

Internally, Mexico should avoid exacerbated nationalism and 
isolationism. There is no exclusivity in globalization.

“Everything suggests that 
in the future we will go 
from a multilateral world to 
one of bilateral leadership 
between China and the 
U.S”.
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Mexico and the E.U.: Deepening Shared Interest
Beyond the Trade Pact Renegotiation

Speakers:
Francisco A. Cervantes Díaz
President CONCAMIN, Mexico 
Agustín García-López
Executive Director, AMEXCID, Mexico
Daniel Parfait
President, Safran Mexico, Mexico 
Paolo Caridi
Head Economic and Trade Section, European Union
Ambassador to Mexico

Presented by:
Luis Alberto Aziz Checa
Founding Partner, Aziz & Kaye Business Law, Mexico

The recent extension of the Economic Partnership, Political 
Coordination and Cooperation Agreement between the 
European Union and Mexico offers new bilateral opportunities 

with the removal of general tariffs, including in the agricultural sector. 
The agreement allows E.U. companies to sell services to Mexico, while 
Mexico has the possibility of mitigating its dependence on the U.S.

Signing the agreement favors the conditions for boosting the Mexican 
economy, both now and for the next 30 years. The country has 
opened to the possibility of significant improvements in research 
and development of technologies, as well as in the application of 
innovations in trade and industry.

This agreement represents an opportunity for growth for many key 
sectors, such as the aeronautics and automotive sectors. The pact also 
fosters the development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
a segment of the business community that is currently underserved in 

Luis Alberto Aziz Checa
Paolo Caridi
Francisco A. Cervantes Díaz
Agustín García-López
Daniel Parfait

Agustín García-López

Francisco A. Cervantes Díaz

“The alliances that Mexico 
establishes with the E.U. should 
favor the enhancement of 
human capital and advances in 
technological development. The 
training of the Mexican workforce 
under the dual education model 
makes it possible to be prepared 
for the increasingly complex 
technological advances.” 
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Luis Alberto Aziz Checa

Paolo Caridi

terms of its participation in international trade. There is a need to use 
public and private investments for promoting this type of companies 
in the southeast of Mexico so they become the economic support of 
the region, as it currently happens in the Bajío region and the north 
of Mexico.

The alliances that Mexico establishes with the E.U. should favor 
the enhancement of human capital and advances in technological 
development. The training of the Mexican workforce under the dual 
education model makes it possible to be prepared for the increasingly 
complex technological advances. 

The training process must be carried out in cooperation with 
national and foreign universities. One of the most relevant strategies 
is training engineers and technicians abroad one year before plants 
open in Mexico. Another strategy that Mexico should implement 
are scholarships that allow students to have access to international 
education but that also incentivize them to return and integrate into 
the country.

These agreements can be leveraged as a way to reduce Mexico’s 
dependence on the American economy, which is mostly due to the 
geographical location: it is cheaper to transport merchandise into 
this country than to travel almost nine thousand kilometers to reach 
European ports. Due to these conditions, Mexico has historically 
struggled to implement actions that allow access to other markets.

Embracing this level of participation with the whole world is especially 
important today. Although some voices are defending nationalism, 
multilateralism continues to offer the possibility for the region’s 
countries to have beneficial relationships. Positive relationships 
between countries promote free trade, learning and the possibility of 
entrepreneurship under new business models, such as e-commerce.
Given the current international landscape, new agreements are needed 
to expand the country’s horizons beyond the Americas.

Daniel Parfait
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Claude Smadja
Jason Krips
Francisco Orendáin De Obeso
Amapola Grijalva Vega
Aminu Alhaji Iyawa

Looking at Mexico’s Score Card on Diversification

At least 75% of Mexico’s exports pass through the U.S., Mexico’s 
main trade partner. However, the country should follow 
Canada’s example and diversify its economic ties throughout 

the world.
If Mexico does not try to sign agreements with other nations, it could 
be condemned to endure the conditions of a country that is not 
stable in its decision making and to suffer the economic and social 
consequences of this.

Any crisis is an opportunity for growth, and Mexico has grown during 
crises. This has given the country more experience to repair the 
collateral damage caused by trade decisions made by other countries, 
such as the U.S.

“Multilateral agreements 
have clear rules that 
are necessary for every 
negotiation, but some 
agreements include 
overregulation that hinders 
trading procedures. Curbing 
this should be one of the 
priorities in order to give 
negotiations with foreign 
countries a chance.”

Speakers:
Aminu Alhaji Iyawa
Nigerian Ambassador to Mexico, Nigeria
Amapola Grijalva Vega
Chief Executive Officer Mexico, HKTDC, Mexico
Jason Krips
Deputy Minister, Economic Development and Trade, Alberta, Canada
Francisco Xavier Orendáin De Obeso
President, CANACO Guadalajara, Mexico

Moderator:
Claude Smadja
Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland 
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Jason Krips

Aminu Alhaji Iyawa

Amapola Grijalva Vega

The challenges Mexico faces due to American trading decisions are 
shared with Canada, since 80 % of their products go through the U.S. 
to arrive in Mexico. This is why multilateralism is the most adequate 
option for Mexico and Canada to achieve trade independence and 
to strengthen their relationships with other countries outside the 
continent. 

Canada is currently seeking trade relations with Mexico as well 
as Nigeria, Africa’s most populated territory with its 109 million 
inhabitants. This is a big market in two sectors in which Mexico already 
has experience: oil and agriculture. 

Nowadays, the Nigerian government attracts foreign investment 
through incentives like low taxes and visas for potential investors. This 
is a great opportunity for Mexico to consider establishing ties outside 
the Americas.

Likewise, looking for foreign options means that Mexico must explore 
the Asian market, specifically Hong Kong, which ranks second among 
investors worldwide and avoids tariffs.

It is a fact that multilateral agreements have clear rules that are necessary 
for every negotiation, but some agreements include overregulation 
that hinders trading procedures. Curbing this should be one of the 
priorities in order to give negotiations with foreign countries a chance. 
It is essential that Mexican products are adapted to their final 
destination. To do this, we need to know the specific shelf the country 
wants to occupy. This requires more investment in technology and 
market research; for example, we need to know if we can be competitive 
in the Asian continent with processed products.

To achieve an agreement with Hong Kong, it is vital to be familiar 
with all of its sectors, as well as with its cultural diversity. This will help 
Mexico recognize areas where it can compete strongly with goods 
and services like tourism. This will have to be promoted not only by 
showcasing the country’s architectural, natural and cultural wonders, 
but also by a corporate vision that caters to the needs of Asian visitors.
We must understand that, in the case of the Asian continent, their 
inhabitants do not have the same expectations as North Americans do 
of Mexican culture. This has not been beneficial for national tourism. 
If we tried to understand every Asian culture, we would know what to 
offer each of them. 

MEXICO IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT
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It works the same for the agreements with the E.U., which has 24 
different languages and therefore very different cultures that cannot 
be conceived as a single entity, but rather as a system made up of 
different ideologies. 

For Mexican tourism, besides visually showcasing the country’s cultural, 
architectural and gastronomical abundance, a very important aspect 
must be addressed: insecurity. At the same time, it is important to show 
the hospitality that characterizes Mexican people.

Claude Smadja

Francisco Orendáin De Obeso
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Luis Miguel González 
Luis Barreto
Paulo Carreño King
José Palacios
Peter Tempel

Sustaining Mexico as an Investment Destination

Speakers:
Luis Barreto
Chief Executive Officer, Brookfield Infrastructure Group, Mexico 
Paulo Carreño King
General Director, ProMéxico, Mexico 
José Palacios
Secretary of Economic Development, Jalisco 
Peter Tempel
Ambassador of Germany to Mexico

Presented by:
Luis Miguel González
Managing Editor, El Economista, Mexico

One of the greatest achievements of Enrique Peña Nieto’s 
administration was the openness to trade and foreign 
investment that led to the influx of 192 billion dollars into the 

country, an increase of 50% compared to the previous administration, 
headed by Felipe Calderón. This created the necessary conditions to 
promote trade negotiations with Germany, the Netherlands, France, 
and the U.S.
 
These results stem from an effort that was launched three decades ago 
when Mexico’s commercial path was set and there was no turning back. 
This led to positive, permanent growth. The country’s geographical 
location, with a shared border with the most powerful country in the 
world, with access to two oceans, the pool of talent and the diverse 
incentives for investors, companies, chambers, organizations and 
alliances with private companies, have created a fertile environment.
 

Luis Barreto

Paulo Carreño King
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Peter Tempel

Luis Miguel González

Mexico is in the global spotlight. For example, Germany has a long-
term commitment to Mexico. Since Mexico is the main export market 
in Latin America, there are more than two thousand companies with 
German capital. In this sense, Germany has been a counterweight that 
balances the uncertainty from the U.S. The European country is a 
potential ally to create trade strategies for the automotive, energetic, 
and aerospace industries, for example. As a result, Germany is one 
of Mexico’s most important partners and the relationship should be 
strengthened by the coming administration.  

Jalisco can be an example for all stakeholders in this national climate 
of economic change. It is the only state where businesspeople have 
flourished in the public sector. Jalisco’s success is reflected in the 
404 thousand new jobs created during the current administration, 
37 thousand of which are occupied by people aged between 54 and 65. 
This model should be replicated around the whole country.
 
At a national level, ProMéxico has shown good economic and linkage 
results. It is the best ally for foreign companies that enter the country. 
It helps industries position themselves and grow even in regions that 
are hard to access. It also detects which industries are growing and how 
to strengthen them. 

One of the reasons for Mexico’s potential to attract investment is the 
possibility for trade since it is one of the emerging economies most 
open to trade and investment. The country also has a young, qualified 
workforce and a lot of infrastructure projects. These conditions make 
Mexico a promising option for the world, and the new trade agreement 
between the U.S., Mexico and Canada makes it even more appealing.
 
While the outlook is positive, two issues might have a negative impact 
on foreign investment: legal uncertainty and corruption. Both factors 
affect foreign companies’ perception of uncertainty.

President-elect Andrés Manuel López Obrador should listen to 
the private sector—which creates jobs—and include it in his plans. 
He should just change the things that do not work and strengthen 
institutions, because Mexico cannot afford to reinvent itself every time 
a new administration takes over.

José Palacios
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Woosuk Kenneth Choi
Rafael Escalante
Rafael Funes
Louise Goeser

Getting out of the Era of Disappointing Growth:
What is Really Needed?

Speakers:
Rafael Escalante
Chief Financial Officer, Grupo Galem, Mexico
Rafael Funes
Chief Executive Officer, Lovis, United Kingdom
Louise Goeser
Chief Executive Officer, LKG Enterprises, Mexico

Presented by:
Woosuk Kenneth Choi
Executive International Business VP, The Chosun Daily Newspaper,
South Korea

In spite of all the efforts, in the past 30 years Mexico has grown at 
a yearly average of 2%, a clear symptom of economic stagnation. 
Even though the Mexican industry has been characterized by the 

dynamism of the sector—particularly the automotive one—there is 
an infrastructure investment deficit, which has resulted in the same 
progress levels for the last three decades.

In the face of this historical context, one of the country’s most 
ambitious projects is the development of a new generation of batteries, 
particularly lithium batteries. It is difficult to know the exact size of 
Mexico’s lithium reserves, but what is certain is that it has one of the 
largest in the world after the South American “white gold” triangle of 
Chile, Argentina and Bolivia. 

The importance of lithium lies on the technological and electrical 
revolution. Lithium is the fundamental energetic component in long-
lasting batteries for smartphones, and it is also used for manufacturing 
computer and laptop batteries. It will be essential for the paradigm 
shift away from fossil fuels, since the new generation of electric car 
batteries will be made of lithium. As for its application in Mexico, if Rafael Escalante

“The new government 
needs to focus on 
improving infrastructure 
and logistics.”
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the country’s taxis could adopt this new technology, 1.5 billion liters 
of gas and at least 3.5 million dollars would be saved in consumption 
subsidies.

Likewise, Mexico’s historical lag forces the new government to focus its 
efforts on infrastructure and logistics. An example of this combination 
is road construction. Most roads are poorly maintained, which hinders 
transportation of merchandise. One of the main problems the sector 
faces is the lack of agreements on projects. The Mayan Train and the 
airport are two examples of the lack of agreement about the needs of 
the sector.

It is also necessary to rethink Mexico’s industries so they can reach 
other countries and compete in the international market. The first 
businesses to accomplish this are Bimbo, Corona and tequila exports, 
industries with a very small profit margin compared to companies that 
are innovating technology around the world.

Another problem the economy faces is the lack of trust to do business. 
The country’s insecurity climate generates distrust in the business 
sector. This negative cycle worsens as distrust among Mexicans 
increases. People assume that their colleagues are always looking for 
ways to get an unfair advantage outside the law. 

In the face of this situation it is necessary to trust the skills of the Mexican 
business community, the values and the regulations that govern the 
enthusiasm for entrepreneurship in order to draft the public policies 
necessary for improving the country’s growth rate. 

Likewise, it is necessary to consolidate financial mechanisms that—by 
using new technologies—transcend into the digital realm to reduce 
financial operating costs.

Louise Goeser

Woosuk Kenneth Choi

Rafael Funes
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Dealing with the Wealth Distribution Gap as a Key Obstacle
to Sustainable Growth

Speakers:
Leticia Jauregui Casanueva
Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder, Maquina, Mexico
Vivian Lan
General Manager, Singularity U, Mexico
Guillermo Lagarda
Senior Economist, Inter-American Development Bank
Nicolás Mariscal Servitje
Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Marhnos, Mexico

Moderator:
Elisabeth Malkin
Correspondent, The New York Times, U.S.

One of the main priorities of Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s 
administration will be to tackle income inequality. According 
to the Gini index, where 0 means total income equality and 

1 means total inequality, Mexico is at 0.46. What is the role of the 
business community in mitigating this wealth distribution gap that has 
increased from 34.9% in 2012 to 36.5% in 2018?

A country’s economic and social growth depends on the level of 
inequality, which is too high in Mexico for the population to develop 
adequately. The fiscal sector is partly responsible for this problem, 
but federal and state governments contribute due to the lack of 
organization and communication between them.

Incentives and subsidies are not enough to counteract the inequality 
afflicting all parts of Mexico. It is necessary to consider the geographical 
reality of the country because each zone lives different conditions.

Guillermo Lagarda
Elisabeth Malkin 
Leticia Jauregui Casanueva
Vivian Lan
Nicolás Mariscal Servitje

Vivian Lan

Leticia Jauregui Casanueva

“To maintain the best 
working conditions, it is 
necessary to solve three 
related problems: insecurity, 
inequality and illegality.”
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Elisabeth Malkin

Nicolás Mariscal Servitje

Mexico must rethink its social welfare scheme. Although inflationary 
risk is used as an excuse for the low wages, the problem should be 
tackled by considering its complex nature, in which many economic 
and social factors intervene. There are many ways to address this 
urgent problem.

Income, productivity and the labor market will grow as long as the 
public and private sectors work together. An example of this are the 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) led by women, which 
generate higher incomes and more jobs (one for every eight women). 
Even though SMEs are usually part of the informal economy, there have 
been efforts to incorporate them into the Mexican formal economy. 

Today, 16% of these businesses are already undergoing a process of 
regularization. Like the example of SMEs led by women, more and 
more SMEs are being integrated into the formal economy and have 
access to social security while promoting the creation of new job skills.
However, there are concerns about work benefits like health care and 
funeral expenses. The public and private sectors must make an effort 
to establish the mechanisms necessary to protect Mexican workers in 
case of sickness or death.

To maintain the best working conditions, it is necessary to solve three 
related problems: insecurity, inequality and illegality. Governments, 
businesses and the civil society should engage in a dialogue to find 
solutions to these problems. Specifically, it is not enough for businesses 
to think about competitive salaries; they must also consider which 
beliefs and values characterize a society that wants to improve the 
quality of life of its workers.

Guillermo Lagarda
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Mario Adrián Flores Castro
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Iván Pelayo

Dual Education + Technological Transformation = Competitiveness

Speakers:
Fausto Costa
Executive President, Nestle Mexico
Luiz Ferezin
President, Accenture, Mexico
Mónica Flores
President, Manpower Mexico, Mexico
Iván Pelayo
Executive Vice President, Siemens Mexico

Presented by:
Mario Adrián Flores Castro
West Region Vice-president, ITESM, Mexico

The dual model of education increases competitiveness, and 
Mexico must take it into account because it needs to train and 
educate its national talent to achieve economic growth. In light 

of the changing technological landscape, acquiring only the knowledge 
that is strictly necessary for a specific profession is not enough.

According to Manpower, half of all Mexican companies cannot find the 
right candidates to fill a position due to lack of training and experience. 
Mexico does not currently have the resources to face this shortage, 
which generates annual losses of billions of pesos to the country.
 
Mexico’s greatest obstacle is the gap between educational institutions 
and businesses, which prevents them from having a fluid relation. It is 
necessary to strengthen that bond through specialized programs and 
stimuli so that universities and companies can motivate students to 
develop new skills and retain developed talent. 

Luiz Ferezin

Fausto Costa

“According to Manpower, 
half of all Mexican 
companies cannot find 
the right candidates to fill 
a position due to lack of 
training and experience.” 
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Iván Pelayo

Mónica Flores

The current technological innovation landscape demands developing 
skills that are not taught in universities and which open new professional 
horizons for students. The dual education model becomes relevant 
when companies start using concepts such as digitization, industry 
4.0 and disruptive models, which require higher learning capacities 
beyond simple technical knowledge.

Dual education is a way for students to have access to “flight time” 
and become competent professionals without risking the company’s 
objectives, since the acquired knowledge is relevant to the necessary 
labor practices. This kind of learning is good for the organization, 
and above all, for the students, because it can lead them towards new 
learning horizons they would not have found otherwise.

In the dual education model, motivation is one of the main elements 
necessary for developing new skills. It must be fostered simultaneously 
in academic institutions and businesses with coaches that are capable 
of stimulating students, so that they can guide them as best as possible 
in the development of their practical capabilities.  

Similarly, skills such as teamwork, empathy, the capacity for self-learning, 
languages and communication are examples of skills obtained by 
practice and which necessitate an appropriate environment for their 
acquisition along with a joint effort from the government, educational 
institutions and the company.

It is time to start thinking carefully about future jobs, since the skills 
that workers have today will probably not be useful in a few decades. 
The transition from “dual education” to “dual learning” acknowledges 
that the latter can help develop more practical abilities with a focus on 
the students and their capacity to learn on their own.

Germany exemplifies a successful dual model where learning is divided 
into theory and practice. In Germany, companies accept their role in 
student training, since those students will ultimately be the talent that 
ensures the company’s survival.
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Oscar Peralta Casares
Lynne Bairstow
Alejandro Delgado Ayala
Fernando Montes de Oca
Enrique Zorrilla

Meeting the Credit Needs to Sustain Mexico’s Growth

Speakers:
Lynne Bairstow
Managing Partner, Mita Ventures, Mexico
Alejandro Delgado Ayala
President, INADEM, Mexico
Fernando Montes de Oca
Chief Executive Officer, HR Ratings, Mexico
Enrique Zorrilla
Chief Executive Officer, Scotiabank, Mexico 

Presented by:
Oscar Peralta Casares
Chief Executive Officer, Ciinova, Mexico

About 60% of Mexicans do not have access to a bank account, a 
sign of the country’s historical lack of banking penetration and 
access to credit. Some of the main reasons for this phenomenon 

are a lack of financial education, the size of the informal economy 
and the lack of transparency of the individual and corporate credit 
bureaus.

However, the credit level in the private sector has reached 37%, the 
highest it’s been since the 1970s, and in recent years retirement savings 
have increased. Similarly, Mexican companies generally have good 
financial health. One indicator is that it is normal for companies to have 
a capitalization level of over 15%, which is a healthy level compared to 
other countries. A lot of these improvements in access to credit and 
savings for companies are due to the state, which is why it is essential to 
understand its role on these issues. 

“In Mexico there are only 39 
venture capital companies 
in financial technology 
projects. This type of 
companies have a failure 
rate of 75%.”
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Since the creation of a department responsible for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) in 2001, the state has intervened in favor of 
loan guarantees for the business sector. An example is the creation 
of the National Guarantee System, which has improved the structural 
conditions for the development of companies.

The role of the state in increasing access to credit has been to promote 
legislative changes that curb market failures and help entrepreneurs.
Thanks to this improvement, in 2018 Mexico was ranked as the ninth 
best country in public policy that favors entrepreneurship out of 54 
countries surveyed, according to the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor.
The new federal administration’s proposals on this sector have two 
limitations. The proposal to transform the National Institute of the 
Entrepreneur (INADEM) into a development bank is considered a 
step backwards for the Mexican State’s initiative to develop SMEs, since 
banking regulations would limit institutional capacity. Likewise, the 
merger of the development banks—Bancomext, Nafin and Banobras—
could lead to a problem of value destruction in the areas where each 
bank specializes.

Some possibilities for growth and expansion of banking coverage 
in the short term are to improve trust in institutions such as multi-
purpose financial companies (Sofomes), popular financial companies 
(Sofipos) and credit unions, as well as investment in venture capital 
given the demographic conditions and access to technology and 
education. However, it is essential that investments are not used to 
replace credit that the banking system should offer.

Another area of opportunity for the sector lies in financial technology 
(Fintech) companies. These companies were growing in an unregulated 
bubble, but thanks to recently approved regulations, the sector now 
has solid footing that has allowed these companies to consolidate as 
elements of technological disruption that can also help ensure the 
solidity of banking institutions.

Using social media to assess loan risk will allow Fintech companies 
to improve the conditions of credit access. It is necessary to leverage 
learnings from products designed for service payments and to develop 
new ones to grant users credit.

Alejandro Delgado Ayala

Lynne Bairstow

Fernando Montes de Oca
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In Mexico there are only 39 venture capital companies in financial 
technology projects. This type of companies have a failure rate of 75%. 
Therefore, it is crucial to learn from the international experience in 
these projects, like the ones in China and Silicon Valley. This way it will 
be possible to fund the creation of new financial technology companies 
in Mexico.

Mexico leads the Latin American region in trust for this type of 
investments. In order to take full advantage of this landscape, pension 
funds must be considered as a potentially key source of funding to 
support venture capital investments.

Oscar Peralta Casares

Enrique Zorrilla
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Beyond a Record Year: Steps to Sustain
Tourism as a Key Growth Driver

Speakers:
Enrique Cordero De la Madrid

Secretary of Tourism, Government of Mexico
Miguel Torruco Marqués

Designated Tourism Secretary, Mexico
Jorge Verea

Editor-in-Chief, El Informador, Mexico

Presented by:
Lorenzo Lazo Margain

Managing Partner, Alemán Velasco y Asociados, Mexico

Without a doubt, Mexico had a record year for tourism. In 
2017, the number of tourists increased by 12% compared 
to the previous year. It is an economic activity that generates 

income for various sectors, especially those related to services.

Reports from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) recommend that Mexico supplement its 
efficient sun-beach model with other types of tourism, particularly 
when considering that this model will keep growing because of the 
development of the hotel industry and infrastructure.

Mexico is currently ranked 8th globally in hotel industry infrastructure 
with 22 thousand establishments; small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) account for 95%. The Riviera Maya, for example, has 33 
thousand rooms and Los Cabos has four thousand, which is enough to 
meet the growing demands of both areas.

Lorenzo Lazo Margain
Jorge Verea

Miguel Torruco Marqués
Enrique Cordero De la Madrid

“The sector accounts for 
8.7% of the national Gross 

Domestic Product and 
is Mexico’s third largest 

source of foreign income.”

“0.82 cents of every peso 
spent on tourism in Mexico 

is spent by Mexicans.”
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Regardless of the success of the sun-beach tourism model, the potential 
for offering cultural experiences should not be neglected. Mexico has 
a great project called Pueblos Mágicos (Magical Towns).

This project of tourism enhancement is part of a debate between 
the development of neomodernist urbanism and the preservation 
of national identity, indigenous cultures and their traditions. This 
issue, instead of hindering the industry, enriches the cultural and 
entertainment offerings, creating economic spillover for both niches.

A year ago there were 111 places with this designation and this year 10 
more were added for a total of 121 Pueblos Mágicos. They will have 
the opportunity to receive significant economic support every year, 
which would have been difficult otherwise given their size. With this 
program, Mexico offers amazing, diverse ecosystems, rich cultures and 
a warmth that is well-known around the world.

Due to the constant growth, tourism is one of the sectors with the 
highest degree of social mobility and dynamism, which is great for the 
poorer segments of the population. In this sector, a waiter can quickly 
become a supervisor, manager or even an entrepreneur, due to their 
direct experience. As for the industry’s dynamism, a good example is 
the rising number of visitors for business tourism, which made Mexico 
climb from the fourteenth to the sixth place in this subsector.

The potential of tourism should not be measured only by the number 
of visitors, but also by the influx of capital. Tourism is Mexico’s third 
largest source of foreign income. Strategies should be developed to 
maximize this kind of influx.

The sector accounts for 8.7% of the national Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), more than the financial and agribusiness sectors, and has a 
yearly surplus of 10 million dollars.

Miguel Torruco Marqués

Enrique Cordero De la Madrid
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If we manage to implement Carlos Slim’s proposals to cut working 
hours, the newly available free time will mean more national travelers 
and tourists, which will lead to greater economic revenue. According 
to statistics, 0.82 cents of every peso spent on tourism is spent by 
Mexicans.

Finally, to promote the sector, data on violence should not be taken 
lightly since this stops a lot of foreigners from traveling to Mexico. 
Though attacks on tourists are rare, they make the country seem violent. 
If we eradicate this problem, the current bonanza will undoubtedly be 
even larger.

Jorge Verea

Lorenzo Lazo Margain
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Ensuring the Future of Agribusiness as a Key Growth Driver

Speakers:
Carolina Castro
Chief Executive Officer & Founder, AGRON, Mexico
Daniel Curiel
Coordinator, CCIJ, Mexico
Marcelo Martins
President, Cargill Mexico, Mexico
Juan Carlos Marroquín
Honorary President, Grupo Nestlé Mexico, Mexico

Presented by:
Ricardo García de Alba
Chief Executive Officer, Corteva, Mexico

The Mexican agribusiness industry accounts for 3.5% of the 
national product and faces challenges that will require an 
increase in production of about 60% compared to today.

One unresolved issue in the sector’s agenda is food security. According 
to The Economist, Mexico is ranked 43rd globally in this category 
because it does not produce what it consumes, so it is forced to rely on 
imports to satisfy internal demand.

Food sovereignty is necessary in any country and Mexico should make 
it a priority to ensure the survival of small-scale farmers and to avoid 
production processes that are not sustainable from an economic and 
ecological standpoint. Dependence on imports is a burden for the 
economic and agricultural future of the country.

Mexico imports 42% of the food it consumes, so it is necessary to 
develop tools that strengthen local production by using technologies 
that can help select the most suitable crops based on location, weather 
conditions, irrigation requirements, and soil quality.

Carolina Castro

Daniel Curiel

“Mexico imports 42% of the 
food it consumes.”
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Mexico must bet on the most profitable seed varieties which also 
require less water and human labor. Nearly eight million hectares of 
corn are harvested in the country, more than five of which are low-
productivity varieties.

Biotechnology is a solution that could determine the best species for 
the country’s different geographies by employing a skilled workforce 
and implementing geographical positioning technology, satellite 
imaging, real-time remote monitoring, or artificial intelligence. 
Likewise, new strategies for product conservation and transportation 
could be developed.

Making the agricultural sector more appealing would open up the 
possibility of introducing technology to the field in a profitable way, 
as well as a more skilled workforce to take full advantage of scientific 
advances. Similarly, innovative conservation and transportation 
strategies can be developed to prioritize local consumption and make 
self-sufficient crops more efficient.

One of the main challenges of using biotechnology is the question of 
favoring specific segments of the production chain. New technologies 
must not be left in the hands of large corporations. We need joint 
political and private initiatives to include small farmers.

While the proposal for innovating the agricultural sector requires more 
skilled labor, social inclusion priorities require taking into account the 
needs of traditional farmers, typically older, untrained males with low 
income.

Finally, due to the historical importance of the agricultural sector for the 
economic and social development of Mexico, it is necessary to keep in 
mind that any decision taken today will have irreversible repercussions 
on the future of the industry. Implemented public policies should be 
fully focused on encouraging the adoption of technical innovations 
that are accessible to the most disadvantaged socioeconomic groups so 
they can improve their lives.

Juan Carlos Marroquín

Marcelo Martins

Ricardo García de Alba
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Revisiting Mexico’s Energy Policy

Speakers:
Sergio Alcalde
Chief Executive Officer, Fortius, Mexico
Juan Manuel Delgado Amador
General Director, Deutsche Erdoel Mexico, Mexico
Pedro Joaquín Coldwell
Secretary of Energy, Mexico
Alejandro Preinflak
Executive Vice President, Energy Division, Siemens Mexico, Mexico

Presented by:
Félix Hernández Gamundi
President, Grupo Mundi SA de CV, Mexico 

The incoming administration, led by Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador, expressed its goal to audit contracts from foreign 
companies who won tenders that are part of President Peña 

Nieto’s Energy Reform. However, recent discussions suggest that the 
agreements will be honored. Moreover, the coast is clear for the oil 
sector, which already has 200 billion dollars in foreign investment.

In 2013, Mexico understood that it had to improve its energy 
performance. To do so, it was necessary to modernize the main pillars 
of the sector: Petróleos Mexicanos (Mexican Petroleum) and the 
Comisión Federal de Electricidad (Federal Electricity Commission). 
Expectations were set on improving the performance of parastatal 
companies and on increasing oil productivity. These strategies 
predicted a reduction in electrical fees and improvements to the fuel 
supply. 

Félix Hernández Gamundi
Sergio Alcalde
Pedro Joaquín Coldwell
Juan Manuel Delgado Amador
Alejandro Preinflak

“Global trends present 
three challenges: 
decarbonization, 
decentralization, and 
digitization.”
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It is also necessary to understand that the energy reform requires 
long-term maturity that starts with tenders, followed by contracts and 
project reviews, and finally by exploration and commercial extraction.
The type of zone where the work is carried out determines how much 
time it takes to extract crude oil. In other words, production depends 
on the type of field: if it is mature, production will be faster. This 
affects the investment required to pay for each project, but the drop 
in oil prices, which did not only affect Mexico but the whole world, 
precluded the planned development of the country’s energy sector.

Finally, there was a 17-billion-dollar-a-year decline in oil investment two 
years before the end of Felipe Calderon’s administration and two years 
after Peña Nieto took over. In the face of this, Pemex cut by 57% the 
investment destined for exploration activities.

Although renewable energies are the ideal choice to end the 
complete reliance on oil and to meet the objectives established in the 
Paris Agreement for curbing climate change, the great challenge is 
to take advantage of the technologies and start transitioning to wind, 
solar and geothermic energies as well as biomass.

One of the reasons why the transition towards renewable energies is 
complex, is dependence on fossil fuels. The modernization process 
in the Federal Electricity Commission is based on the conversion of 
thermoelectrical plants to combined gas cycles, but the main problem 
is that we depend on gas imports. There is a lack of public policies for 
this sector in this time of change.  

For at least 10 years it has been well known that the potential to generate 
solar energy in Mexico is vast. If we had a large photovoltaic field in 
the desert, we could match the potential of installed capabilities in 
conventional technologies.

We need to implement public policies that foster projects focused 
on generating and distributing solar energy to better leverage the 
resource. We need to promote incentives to manufacture and use 
electric cars. We need to engage in new production strategies that 
increase competitiveness. 

Juan Manuel Delgado Amador

Pedro Joaquín Coldwell

Sergio Alcalde
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Global trends present three challenges: decarbonization, 
decentralization, and digitization. The first challenge is about 
the importance of curbing greenhouse gas emissions to prevent 
catastrophic effects on the planet, such as temperature increases and 
the loss of ecosystems. To achieve this, it is necessary to participate in 
the sector through efficient technologies for the entire energy cycle, 
from generation to consumption.

As for decentralization, we should work on stability and reliability, and 
consider producers/consumers. Whoever consumes energy should 
also be capable of producing it and generating a virtuous cycle at the 
economic level. The energy reform democratized the generation and 
commercialization of energy that was previously under the control 
of the Federal Electricity Commission. The possibility is now open to 
small and medium-sized enterprises and Mexican households through 
microcredits for installing solar roofs. 

Finally, the digital evolution of Mexico’s energy system should focus 
on Artificial Intelligence and smart networks for generating and 
distributing energy.

In general terms, fossil fuels will always play an important role in our 
country. It is crucial to protect our energy independence by leveraging 
our own resources, such as reserves, and to move forward in innovation 
and technology.    

Félix Hernández Gamundi

Alejandro Preinflak
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What’s Next to Strengthen the Automotive Sector as a Key Growth Driver: 
Innovation, Strategic Alliances, Higher Productivity and…

Speakers:
Bruce Belzowski

Managing Director, Automotive Futures, U.S. 
Rubén Reséndiz

President, Jalisco Automotive Cluster, Mexico
Eduardo Solís Sánchez

Executive President, Mexican Association of
the Automotive Industry, Mexico

Presented by:
Woosuk Kenneth Choi

Editor, Future Planning Department,
The Chosun Ilbo, Korea

Mexico is one of the most relevant actors in the international 
automotive sector: it is the fourth largest exporter and, next 
to South Korea, the sixth largest producer of automobiles. 

Each year nearly 71 billion dollars enter the country because of this 
activity. This industry has the largest trade surplus in the country and 
also the largest deficit for trade between Mexico and the U.S. 

The main reason for this growth was the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Mexico benefited the most from this 
agreement since in the following years it seized two thirds of the 
growth in production of automobiles and auto parts. Since NAFTA’s 
approval, only 25% of the growth in production occurred in the U.S., 
while Canada maintained the same level of production as before the 
agreement.

Woosuk Kenneth Choi
Bruce Belzowski
Rubén Reséndiz

Eduardo Solís Sánchez

“The new USMCA 
presupposes winners and 

losers. The winners will be 
workers from the U.S. and 

Canada who will receive 
jobs displaced from Mexico, 

while the losers will be 
American consumers who 

will have to buy more 
expensive products.”
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The political climate after the 2016 U.S. presidential election forced 
a renegotiation of the agreement due to campaign promises made by 
Donald Trump to cancel NAFTA and impose a 30% tariff on imports 
coming from Mexico. After more than a year of negotiations, Mexico, 
the U.S. and Canada reached a consensus that finally injects certainty 
into the market. 

The new treaty—USMCA—includes three elements that protect the 
competitiveness of the Mexican automotive sector. Although there 
were modifications to the rules of origin, which went from 62.5% to 
75%, the rates were set at a level that the national industry is capable 
of meeting. As for the rules for steel and aluminum, the required 70% 
can be bought from regional corporations and not necessarily from 
production plants directly. In labor, the new norm requires that 40% 
of production comes from countries where wages are more than 16 
dollars per hour, though there are provisions to reduce this by up to 
25%.

The new USMCA presupposes winners and losers. The winners will 
be workers from the U.S. and Canada who will receive jobs displaced 
from Mexico, while the losers will be American consumers who will 
have to buy more expensive products. Korean, Japanese and German 
companies will also be losers, since they will no longer be able to take 
advantage of the regional market’s benefits under current competitive 
conditions.

In terms of the challenges imposed by accelerated technological 
innovation, Mexico faces the task of integrating into the sector’s cutting-
edge production chains led by the production of electric, autonomous 
vehicles. The advantage is that foreign countries’ innovation centers 
already in Mexico may favor this integration.

Rubén Reséndiz

Bruce Belzowski
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As for the risk that these innovations will displace current production, 
the industry has time to take the necessary precautions. Autonomous 
vehicles will not be available to consumers until the late 2020s.

Although Mexico’s incoming administration is expected to maintain 
an industrial policy that favors long-term decisions in the automotive 
industry, one of the recommendations is investment in the development 
of a Mexican automobile brand. This can help Mexico’s global image 
in terms of the sector’s innovation and productivity.

Woosuk Kenneth Choi

Eduardo Solís Sánchez
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Leveraging the Multiplying Impact of the Aerospace Industry

Speakers: 
Vladimiro de la Mora
President and Chief Executive Officer, GE Mexico, Mexico 
Kevin Michaels
Managing Director, AeroDynamic, U.S. 
Carlos Robles
President, Mexican Federation of the Aerospace Industry, Mexico 
Daniel Parfait
President, Safran Mexico, Mexico

Moderator 
Ingrid De Keijser
Managing Director, CPI México, Mexico

The aerospace industry is one of the most dynamic sectors in the 
world with its double-digit growth trend in recent years. The 
global value of the industry is 838 billion dollars per year. The 

U.S. has 49% market share, followed by France and then China.

Over half the product is generated in aircraft manufacturing, followed 
by maintenance and repair. The rest of the industry focuses on space, 
defense and unmanned vehicles. It is estimated that in the next 15 
years the global market can grow enough to double the size of today’s 
aircraft fleet.

Vladimiro de la Mora
Kevin Michaels
Ingrid De Keijser
Carlos Robles
Daniel Parfait

“In order to fully develop 
the frontiers of the sector it 
is necessary to continue the 
collaboration between the 
public and private sectors 
and to invest in training 
specialized engineers and to 
implement dual education 
models.”
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Growth in the aerospace market has also been propelled by emerging 
economies, especially in the Asian continent, characterized by its robust 
middle class. About 30% of the continent’s population uses aeronautic 
services, and the figure is expected to reach 80% in coming years. 

In Mexico, the bulk of investments come from the U.S. and France, 
and a lot of it is used for aircraft repair and maintenance. 

Since the signing of the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination 
and Cooperation Agreement, also known as the Global Agreement, 
18 years ago, European investments—especially French ones—in 
the aerospace sector have launched Mexico’s accelerated growth in 
this area. For example, five years ago Safran employed 4,000 people, 
compared to 13,000 people today; that is a growth of 225% in human 
capital. 500 of these people work on design and innovation.

Although the most robust growth happens in maintenance and 
repair, the industry is diversifying gradually and now research and 
development are gaining importance. General Electric, for example, 
has a very important development center in the state of Queretaro.
 
There are important clusters in Mexico like those in the states of 
Chihuahua and Queretaro, which are among the 10 most important 
destinations for foreign direct investment. 

Queretaro owes its success to three pillars. First, the mobilization of 
federal and state governments to generate an environment capable of 
attracting foreign investment. Second, the creation of the Aeronautics’ 
University of Queretaro for developing Mexican specialized talent. 
Finally, the construction of innovation infrastructure like the National 
Center for Aeronautical Technologies. 

However, there are still internal challenges to overcome. According 
to experts, the demand for good engineers is much higher than the 
supply in our country. A good strategy for increasing the number of 
engineering graduates is to bet on a dual education system so that 

Kevin Michaels
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young Mexicans can work and study at the same time. Dual education 
proposes that universities offer the fundamentals of theoretical 
knowledge, while companies let people practice with a particular focus.
In summary, the global conditions indicate that the aeronautical sector 
is in a multifaceted boom: in demand, investment, development of new 
technologies, as well as maintenance and repair services. This indicates 
that the sector will continue to grow in the coming years.

There are some characteristics in Mexico that will strengthen the growth 
of the aerospace sector in the coming years. First, the country has 
attracted world-class companies which have invested and collaborated 
to produce conditions favorable for growth. Second, these same 
companies have acted as triggers for the investment of medium and 
small companies in the same line of business.

Lastly, Mexico represents only 1% of the world’s industry and, thanks 
to the great work that has been done in this sector, and even though 
there is not yet enough capacity to satisfy demand, there is a great 
capacity for growth. In order to fully develop the frontiers of the sector 
it is necessary to continue the collaboration between the public and 
private sectors. It is also necessary to invest in training specialized 
engineers and to implement dual education models.

Ingrid De Keijser

Daniel Parfait
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Infrastructure: What Needs to Happen Now?

Infrastructure is crucial for the development of a nation. 
Construction and maintenance work bring serious benefits. It is 
necessary to have sustained investment that focuses on the needs 

of the people and not on political decisions. Therefore, it is crucial to 
plan and develop infrastructure as part of a long-term state policy that 
does not change with every new administration.

One of Mexico’s main problems is the gap between infrastructure and 
development; logistics are not adequate for the country to fully seize its 

Pedro Velasco
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Jorge Torres

Mario Veraldo

“One of the advantages 
of the concession to 

the private sector is the 
creation of permanent 

jobs that guarantee 
the maintenance of the 

developed infrastructure.”
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Chief Executive Officer, FedEx México, Mexico
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Managing Director, Middle America, Maersk, Mexico
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tourism potential and to increase the productivity of its economy. This 
assessment is corroborated by the World Bank’s Logistic Performance 
Index, which ranks Mexico 51st in the world due to the infrastructure 
challenges it currently faces.

Mexico has a commercial advantage due to its ports and railway 
capabilities; however, there is a lot of room for improvement in border 
infrastructure in order to facilitate moving goods between our country 
and the U.S. An urgent problem in the same sector is the integration 
of systems and regulations to allow transportation to become more 
competitive in the international arena.   

To combat this matter related to connectivity and logistics, it is 
necessary to reduce the current expenditure and redirect resources 
into investment for infrastructure. There is also a need for long-
term agreements between state and national development plans to 
ensure the continuity of public policies to define regional productive 
commercial poles. Additionally, this long-term vision will allow existing 
infrastructure to be made more efficient and adequate for new projects, 
which will boost the country’s logistical capabilities. 

Similarly, infrastructure development must be combined with public 
policies aimed at improving productivity, such as enhancing the 
country’s customs system, reducing limitations to foreign enterprises 
in highway transportation and promoting the development of human 
capital specialized in infrastructure.

It is also essential to include the private sector in infrastructure 
development, since the government has budget restrictions. Aside 
from the collaboration in projects with private and public investment, 
one of the possible advantages of the concession to the private sector is 
the creation of permanent jobs that guarantee the maintenance of the 
developed infrastructure. 

Eric Moreno Mejía

Jorge Torres
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The construction of the New Mexico City International Airport in 
Texcoco is the best alternative according to aviation specialists. The 
current Benito Juárez International Airport is saturated: it welcomes 
up to 45 million passengers annually. This saturation can only be 
solved with another interconnection airport that receives flights from 
all over the world. At the same time, it will make Mexico City a more 
competitive destination compared to other interconnection cities in 
the world due to the geographical and logistical advantages that the 
project offers.  

Texcoco is the only location suitable for this project. The first 
construction stage involves one terminal and three simultaneous 
runways. This will allow almost 70 million passengers to arrive in 
Mexico annually. The second stage consists of three more runways 
and an additional terminal. This development project will guarantee a 
lifespan of 70 years that will make this the 21st century airport Mexico 
needs.

Pedro Velasco

Mario Veraldo
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What Skill Development Strategy is Necessary
for Mexico in the 21st Century?

Speakers:
Salvador Alva
President, Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education 
(ITESM), Mexico
Raúl Beyruti
Chief Executive Officer, GIN Group, Mexico
Craig Breese
President for Latin America, Honeywell, U.S.
Marcela Torres
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Holacode, Mexico

Presented by:
Frédéric García
President, Executive Board of Global Companies, Mexico

The automation of production systems will eradicate many jobs. 
At the same time, new careers and jobs will emerge, 65% of 
which are currently unknown. More specifically, it is estimated 

that half of these new jobs will emerge under new forms of employment 
such as telecommuting or outsourcing. It is necessary to think about 
training and education programs that could be implemented in the 
future to help Mexico “go from being a manufacturer country to a 
mindfacturer one.” 

Given this context, it is crucial to train Mexicans in technological 
innovation and instill a different way of thinking that can help them 
face the coming challenges.

Training Mexican professional talent has a direct consequence on 
the country’s economic development and competitiveness. Mexico 
has recently fallen two places in the World Economic Forum’s 
competitiveness index.

“The automation of 
production systems will 
eradicate many jobs. At 
the same time, new careers 
and jobs will emerge, 65% 
of which are currently 
unknown.”
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“In Mexico 8% of people 
older than 15 do not know 
how to read or write, and 
55% of the economy is 
informal”.

Training Mexicans in technological innovation ensures a different 
way of thinking when it comes to setting new economic objectives at 
the macroeconomic and political levels of the business arena. These 
challenges are difficult to face without a plan to fight the lack of access 
to knowledge, since talent is everywhere but opportunity is not.

In Mexico there is a lot of inequality between the different territories 
and occupations: 8% of people older than 15 do not know how to read 
or write, and 55% of the economy is informal. Therefore, cooperation 
between schools, businesses and the government is necessary to fight 
the educational lag.

A good way to accomplish this is by creating and strengthening the 
relationship between companies and universities, which should 
establish and reinforce bonds based on examples from Asian countries 
such as China, India, or Singapore, who train their youth to become 
talented prospects that can later turn into competitive workers. 
However, specialized training would be useless without mechanisms 
that can help retain the human capital trained abroad. Companies 
should discard the idea that improving training for the youth and 
providing mechanisms for Mexican talent retention are an expense. 
Instead, they should view these disbursements as investments for the 
future that have a direct effect on the company’s business strategy.

Other relevant factors when addressing the development of innovation 
training are the institutional environment and infrastructure. Mexican 
entrepreneurship is difficult within the current system. The country 
needs a simpler regulatory framework with incentives for creating new 
businesses and which helps the government promote the digitization 
of Mexico’s economy. 

Moreover, it is essential to have infrastructure capable of supporting 
the country’s new economy and of transforming Mexico’s cities into 
safe, fun environments that foster the local talent’s professional 
development.

This new program will also need to address the demands of the social 
sector. It will be especially important to foster training programs that 
use innovative technologies as a way to increase social inclusion and to 
provide opportunities for people of all socioeconomic levels.

Marcela Torres
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Embarking on Industry 4.0:
What Do Disruptive Technologies Mean for My Business?

Speakers:
Pascal Cagni
France Ambassador for International Investment &
Chairman of Business France, France
Fernando Gordoa Rivera
Co-Founder & General Manager, Service Management Business Unit,
Volteo, Mexico
Jaime Reyes Robles
Innovation Secretary, Jalisco, Mexico
José Reynoso de Valle
Director of IT Solutions, Telmex, Mexico

Presented by:
Jesús Hernández Hernández
Editor-in-chief for Industries, Expansión, Mexico

The current technological wave of disruption and the advent 
of industry 4.0 constitute elements of leverage for the 
entrepreneurial playing field. Before the fourth industrial 

revolution, large companies had many advantages over smaller ones. 
Now it is possible to try to found a startup from a small-town garage 
with no capital investment. Soon, we could even have universities “with 
no campus” and classes “with no teachers” at the reach of anyone with 
the desire to learn.

We need to start realizing that we are still on time to become leaders 
in innovation and new forms of doing business around the world. 
Think about it: 11 years ago smartphones weren’t around, and neither 
was Facebook. We need to get rid of our preconceived ideas and stop 
thinking that technology is invented by “a genius locked in a cold 
room.”

Jesús Hernández Hernández
Pascal Cagni
Fernando Gordoa Rivera
Jaime Reyes Robles
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“The state invests 
just 0.5% of its Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) 
in innovation. This is a 
disaster. Out of all the 
investments in innovation, 
70% are state-sponsored 
while only 30% come from 
private companies.”
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It is necessary to acknowledge people versed in new technological 
tools and to let them help those who want to break into the world 
of innovation. This is based on questions such as these: what is my 
business and what do I want from it? How can I expand it by using new 
technologies?  

Siemens estimates that Mexico could become the fifth or sixth largest 
economy in the world, solely due to its size, if it decided to bet on 
innovation. 

According to The Economist, Mexico ranks 37 out of 40 assessed 
countries in terms of doing business, but there are still positive 
highlights like the states of Jalisco and Queretaro, which prioritize 
research and development of new technologies. Jalisco, for example, 
has a department for innovation in science and technology that 
could serve as a model for the whole country. This model could be 
implemented in the south of Mexico as a way to fight poverty by 
creating regional companies.

An idea to get companies to invest in their own country is to make 
income tax deductible if it is invested in innovation and technology. 
To that end it would be ideal to deregulate small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), so they could have access to financing.

We have to link the academic and industrial sectors for the benefit of 
SMEs. Today, the state invests just 0.5% of its Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in innovation. This is a disaster. Out of all the investments 
in innovation, 70% are state-sponsored while only 30% come from 
private companies. In order to actively participate in this technological 
transition, Mexico needs to go beyond the manufacturing sector and 
learn to exploit the electronics industry as a new way of doing business. 
We should be thinking about how to build the Mexican Silicon Valley.
In the digital era we need to generate and leverage large databases to 
boost businesses. Given the amount of information available in a giant 
system of databases, we need to consider this is where the real business 
is.

Beyond thinking about automated robots, it is necessary to start with 
the basics: how can I satisfy my clients and transform my business? 
Imagine a restaurant, for example. By using Big Data and analysis tools, 
you can see with great precision what clients want and prefer. Then you 
can try to appeal to them based on their needs and preferences and 
thus expand your market niche. Even if you do not understand binary 
code, the important thing is to understand that technology is a tool 
that can help you boost your business. 

Fernando Gordoa Rivera
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Artificial Intelligence could be used to simulate risk variables and 
prevent or forecast scenarios based on an endless number of simulated 
possibilities. The referendum on the new airport, for instance, could 
be simulated in this fashion. 

There are several core technologies relevant to this fourth 
transformation: cooperative robots for mass production, Big Data, 
refinement of Artificial Intelligence and 3D printing.
Nevertheless, we must not forget about cautionary tales like Elon 
Musk’s Tesla. The company is stagnant, in debt and lacks investment 
in large measure because it tried to automate “everything” instead of 
trusting human capital.

Jesús Hernández Hernández
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Smart Cities

Speakers:
John Donoghue

Chief Executive Officer, National Fiber Networks de México, Mexico 
Anasofía Sánchez Juárez

Managing Director, Waze Mexico, Mexico 

Presented by:
Jesús Hernández

Editor-in-chief for Industries, Expansión, Mexico

Smart cities are a recurring topic when discussing the 21st century, 
since there have been attempts to implement this lifestyle for at 
least 10 years. Under this model, the traditional sales market has 

changed so that products and services are sold virtually on digital apps 
and platforms. Because of this, the number of online users has become 
extremely important for companies.    

Globally, one of many limitations is that not all cities have the futuristic 
infrastructure to be smart, digital cities. In reality, fewer than 200 cities 
can do this. The problem lies with the government and the private 
sector. 

There are no smart cities in Mexico today. All there is are data packages 
for using apps without Wi-Fi, and they are always offered by the same 
companies; in contrast with the public sector, these companies do have 
the capacity to invest in the necessary infrastructure.

Jesús Hernández
John Donoghue
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“It is unlikely that the 
government will find a way 

to generate and allocate 
resources to develop 

a smart city, so it must 
collaborate with the private 

sector.” 
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However, we must not forget the success stories that highlight times 
when Mexico went online to solve a problem. One example is the 
earthquake of September 2017, which led 90 thousand people to find 
an aid center. This would have been impossible without the internet. 
That is the beginning of a smart city.

After acknowledging the importance of implementing new technologies 
to improve quality of life, it is necessary to identify how to best do so. It 
is unlikely that the government will find a way to generate and allocate 
resources to develop a smart city, so it must collaborate with the private 
sector.

Currently, many brands have disappeared because they refuse to 
transition to the new era of smart technology. Regardless of their size, 
it is extremely important for all of them to reinvent themselves and 
participate in the innovation era while making the most of it.

In this sense, users are the main ingredient necessary for creating 
smart, connected cities since they are tools that can help improve 
digital platforms which are now easy to access, from cloud storage to 
real-time information visualization. Companies that work with data 
gathered from their users obtain unique capabilities to study and 
analyze what happens in cities to generate new information with the 
objective of opening new markets.

In light of these new business needs, it is crucial for investors to come 
to Mexico to generate competition between companies and to increase 
the economy’s dynamism. In addition to that, it is necessary to review 
the legislation that regulates public and private contracts so there is 
cooperation between the government and the business sector. The new 
administration will have to promote success stories so that innovation 
companies are interested in investing in private-public alliances. For 
example, one of the companies with more potential in this matter is 
Waze, a company that connects users with optimal traffic information 
and saves them time and money.

Anasofía Sánchez Juárez

John Donoghue

Jesús Hernández
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Boosting E-Commerce as a Consumption
and Innovation Accelerator

In a country like Mexico, where a large part of the population is 
unbanked and only uses cash, and where there is a significant 
digital gap between generations, it is no wonder that e-commerce 

development is an ambitious challenge to take on for the future. 

In some countries, e-commerce is not futuristic; it is a reality. For 
example, in South Korea, people do 20% of their shopping online, 
and in China, 18 out of every 100 purchases are digital.

Meanwhile, Mexico hovers between 2.5% and 3% for e-commerce 
penetration despite being a country with a lot of potential in this area, 
both in national and international sales. This “slow pace” is mostly due 
to the lack of consumer confidence in this new form of business.

Apart from the fact that electronic commerce requires significant 
knowledge of information and communication technologies and, 

Luiz Ferezin
Carlos Delgado

Omar Galicia
Enrique Ortegón

Speakers:
Carlos Delgado

Director, Retail Services e-Commerce and Shopper,
Nielsen Mexico, Mexico

Omar Galicia
Sales Director, Mercado Libre Mexico, Mexico

Enrique Ortegón
General Manager of Salesforce in Latin America, U.S.

Presented by:
Luiz Ferezin

President, Accenture México, Mexico

Carlos Delgado

“E-commerce is not just 
about moving a traditional 

store to a digital storefront, 
but about adapting content 
and methods to the online 

environment.” 
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specifically, requires Internet access, it divides the people into digital 
and non-digital. This separation will not work in the future. If we are 
not prepared, future generations will be left behind and will not be 
competitive.

To increase the level of digitization, some barriers must be overcome. 
One of these barriers is distrust in electronic payment methods, which 
is especially relevant since only half the population has a bank account. 
Another barrier is uncertainty about the state of the package and the 
product after delivery, which is why it is necessary to implement tools 
that guarantee refunds or product changes. 

To boost e-commerce, one essential requirement is to reinforce logistic 
and transportation systems by investing in infrastructure that helps 
efficiently meet delivery schedules.

To boost the growth of e-commerce it is essential to strengthen logistics 
and transportation systems by investing in infrastructure, which will 
help meet delivery deadlines effectively.

The fact is that e-commerce is a much more competitive environment 
in terms of product variety and personalized service for consumers. 
E-commerce is not just about moving a traditional store to a digital 
storefront, but about adapting content and methods to the online 
environment. Businesses need to keep this in mind if they want to 
survive in the online world.

When companies do not understand the opportunity e-commerce 
represents for their businesses, it is because they do not see its potential 
and versatility. Therefore, companies and consumers are booth a factor 
of change in the digital transformation. Businesses should understand 
that the future will almost certainly involve e-commerce through 
mobile devices, which are used for 70% of all e-commerce in Mexico 
and have the highest growth. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt a new 
design philosophy for thinking about the mobile user.

Enrique Ortegón

Omar Galicia

Luiz Ferezin
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How Virtual and Augmented Reality Will Impact Business

Even though virtual reality emerged as an entertainment 
technology, companies are exploring and developing new 
applications for simulating processes in production, marketing 

strategies and customer service, which so far have been carried out in 
the physical world.

In the last decades, information technology has developed at breakneck 
speeds. 40 years ago, computers were as large as rooms and only had 
a few kilobytes of memory. Since then, approximately every 10 years 
computers have significantly improved in size, speed, storage and 
application—from desktop computers to laptops and smartphones.

Virtual and augmented reality technologies have the potential to be 
used in various tasks. By automating data collection and decision-
making, it is possible to do everything from tagging someone on 
Facebook to designing a car.

Businesswise, the sector has benefited from the inflow of venture 
capital, since it has positioned itself as an appealing field of opportunity. 

Technology has brought new tools like Blockchain, which has 
contributed to the improvement of financial operations. Another 
possible use is data collection of customer preferences by using devices 
capable of extracting information from everyday images.

Mark Hannant
Sai Krishna

Speaker: 
Sai Krishna

Founder, Scapic, India

Presented by: 
Mark Hannant

Managing Director, Teammagenta, India
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Virtual reality has two major opportunity niches on the labor sector. 
Work organization models can be optimized due to the possibility 
of doing simultaneous activities without physical human presence. 
Additionally, it is possible to train workers by using virtual simulations, 
as is the case with pilots. 

Another potential field of application for these technologies is public 
conflict resolution. In the case of Mexico, development and analysis 
of large databases could offer optimal solutions for making decisions 
about the new airport or for developing mechanisms that can make 
public finances more transparent. Also, they could be useful in decision 
making related to tendering, where a great deal of foreign and public 
investment is at stake. 

There are certainly risks. People might try to sell the same product to 
many buyers at the same time and not finish the transaction even after 
a card has been charged. However, these same technologies can help 
prevent cybernetic theft by recording every movement in detail and 
cross-referencing them in a database that notifies everyone about the 
legitimacy of a product or service. 

But there are limitations. The future is unpredictable because we 
underestimate what technology will be able to accomplish in the next 
10 years. New technologies require large investments in research, and 
extensive market research is also necessary to know if the technology 
will be profitable or not.

Mark Hannant

Sai Krishna
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Celebrating Mexico’s Innovators

Speakers:
Austin Ávalos

Co-Founder, SUNU, Mexico
Andreas Kraemer

Managing Partner, Mita Ventures, Mexico
Christian Domínguez

Chief Executive Officer, MANIAK, México
Alejandro Nuño

Founder Unima, Mexico
Marcela Torres

Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Holacode, Mexico

Moderator
Yaël Smadja

Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja, U.S., U.S.t

Mexico is not a country that welcomes entrepreneurs. In fact, 
many potential ideas for innovative businesses are wasted 
because the country’s ecosystem does not favor development. 

Some of these ideas could be potential solutions to the needs of 
Mexican people in addition to being a source of jobs.
 
Some ideas managed to survive and to become economically viable, 
but they required a boost that they found in Silicon Valley through its 
ecosystem of startup incubation because the Mexican government did 
not support them.

Yaël Smadja
Austin Ávalos

Christian Domínguez
Andreas Kraemer

Alejandro Nuño
Marcela Torres

“A common mistake that 
investment funds or 

business angels make is to 
believe that participating 

in the development of 
innovative ideas turns 

entrepreneurs into their 
employees.” 
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Even though speakers did not agree in promoting the creation of 
ecosystems like those found in the U.S., they did acknowledge the 
need for comprehensive support for promoters of innovative ideas 
through tax incentives and a reduction in the time and cost of filing 
the paperwork necessary to create a new business. 

Without comprehensive support for entrepreneurs, such as in France, 
Germany or the U.S., the possibilities that companies will close increases, 
especially since startups face high costs to receive government aid or to 
overcome the barriers to enter specific markets.

Even the state Jalisco, which grants visas to those who want to develop 
innovative ideas, follows Silicon Valley’s example to attract talent. 
However, the future requires that Mexicans shift their perspective 
since many investors would rather invest their capital in more tangible 
things, such as real estate, forgetting that the future is digital.

One of the challenges entrepreneurs have had to deal with when 
starting their businesses in Mexico is the lack of people with the 
appropriate training to develop and transform ideas into businesses. 
In this regard, entrepreneurs have a clear demand: dual education is 
essential for training human capital and preventing it from migrating 
to other countries.

In the early stages of an entrepreneurial endeavor, innovators run into 
the barrier of a lack of trust in the future profitability and viability 
of their business, which is evidenced by the lack of support from 
investment funds. In Mexico, investments are overrated, because there 
are so many obstacles that it seems like entrepreneurs “are asking for a 
favor” instead of helping investment funds make more money.

Andreas Kraemer

Austin Ávalos

Christian Domínguez
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Another common mistake that investment funds or business angels 
make is to believe that participating in the development of innovative 
ideas turns entrepreneurs into their employees. This misconception is 
“the killer of potential ideas” that will never see the light of day. To go 
against this limitation, it is necessary to change the mindset of investors 
so that they fully trust the creative agents of the products; while it is 
true that failure is a possibility, it is also clear that without risk, there is 
no possibility of success.

Marcela Torres

Alejandro Nuño

Yaël Smadja
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Mark Hannant
Diego García-Cacho Lascurain

Is Mexico Missing its Midnight’s Grandchildren?
The Disruptive Power of Young Generations

Emerging markets have great potential, since they have rapid 
economic growth, increased commercial relationships and 
a young demographic dividend. Even though it seems that 

globalization promotes certain values and ways of thinking globally, to 
succeed in any foreign market it is essential to understand the cultural 
and social factors that rule a society. One factor common to both India 
and Mexico is the large millennial workforce and the challenge of 
leveraging this talent by creating jobs to foster economic growth even 
more.  

Mexico and India are two emerging economies with a vast, talented 
workforce; however, the institutions in both countries face the great 
challenge of introducing the millennial generation to the labor market. 
India has 440 million millennials and the number keeps rising, which 
translates into an enormous pressure to meet the demand for jobs. 

Taking advantage of millennial talent has generated great success stories 
in India, and this experience can be replicated in Mexico. For instance, 
English entrepreneurs in this Asian country have invested in creative 
design or marketing services that focus on improving communication 
between both cultures. The success of these businesses—where 
potential clients are usually foreign—lies largely on the risky decision 
of English entrepreneurs to invest in Indian millennial talent.

Speaker:
Mark Hannant
Managing Director, Teammagenta, India
 
Presented by:
Diego García-Cacho Lascurain 
Founder & Partner, Proyectil Mx
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Mark Hannant

Diego García-Cacho Lascurain

Young Indians are often highly educated, and, since they entered the 
labor market recently, their case serves as a model because India is a 
country with a great demographic dividend where it is possible to bet 
on more than just a cheap workforce.

India and Mexico are two countries with similar cultural factors; for 
example, according to Hofstede and his “power distance” cultural 
dimension, both societies are hierarchical and rigid, which means 
that their members accept the unequal distribution of power. On the 
contrary, Mexico and India differ in the “indulgence and restraint” 
dimension, which refers to how much a society allows free gratification 
of basic impulses and desires. On one hand, Mexico is extremely 
indulgent; enjoyment and entertainment are very important. On the 
other hand, Indian society suppresses immediate gratification through 
strict social norms. 

However, it is important to remember that business success and 
cooperation between countries greatly depend on understanding 
cultural differences and social contexts. 

In the end, Mexico and India must acknowledge each other as 
competing—as well as unexplored—markets. First, as developing 
economies they compete for direct foreign investment, which is a great 
accelerator of economic growth. And second, both countries have 
great potential for entrepreneurship and cooperation.

Mexican entrepreneurs should take their chances in two main aspects: 
to be more audacious when entering new markets, especially in 
emerging economies—no matter how distant or different—and to 
trust young Mexican talent, which is very high-quality, as well as to take 
advantage of the country’s demographic dynamism. 
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Sai Krishna
Luiz Carlos Ferenzin

IoT, Big Data, AI and VR , The Things That You Need to Know
and to Do If You Want to Leverage the Business Potential

The main transformations that will impact the world of technology 
in the coming years will come from the deployment of voice 
commands, virtual reality and augmented reality.

Virtual reality is a technological strategy to deceive the brain and 
create simulated environments, while augmented reality focuses on 
the possibility of adding information and virtual elements to reality. 

Voice commands are a paradigm shift in how we interact with devices 
to obtain information. Less than a decade ago, interaction occurred 
mostly through screens.

Another significant change is the reaction time expected from devices 
given that people’s attention spans are getting shorter every day.

Speaker:
Sai Krishna
Founder, Scapic, India

Presented by:
Luiz Carlos Ferenzin
President, Accenture, México

“Millenials look for 
meaningful work 
experiences and the 
impact they can achieve in 
technological innovation.”
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Another important transformation has been the accelerated 
democratization of technology, due to cost reduction and an increased 
number of easy-to-use platforms. During the mid-1990s, for example, 
creating a website was harder than today because the Internet was 
just beginning to spread. Today, platforms to build a website have 
simplified the lives of millions of users. The upcoming virtual and 
augmented reality technologies are expected to evolve similarly in the 
coming years, which means they will eventually replace screen-based 
technologies.

This is why Scapic, a company specialized in augmented and virtual 
reality, strives to become an accessible platform for this type of 
technology. In order to achieve that, it is necessary to draw talent 
that will generate a significant impact on the company. This is more 
difficult at bigger companies where the potential for impact is limited. 
The main motivation for members of small teams are the big changes 
they can make to the organization.

In broad terms, the industry is facing a generational change, since 
the so-called millennials have shown a preference for certain types 
of projects. New proposals should cater to their main motivations: 
meaningful experience and the impact they can achieve in technological 
innovation. Companies are trying to appeal to this talent by promoting 
policies that favor diversity, inclusion and gender equality.

Finally, companies dedicated to entrepreneurship should think about 
resilience, defined as the decision to keep going regardless of having 
all odds against you. This attitude towards the market is essential, 
especially given the constant technological change at a global scale. 
Entrepreneurs must be completely aware that failure is always a latent 
possibility, yet this does not mean that they should give up on their 
efforts to achieve their goals.

Sai Krishna

Luiz Carlos Ferenzin
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The Big, Nasty, Global Battle for Big Data…
What Does it Mean for Us?

Speaker:
Claude Smadja
Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland

Recently, the world’s top nations have targeted Big Data as a new 
and crucial element not only for emerging business models, but 
also for a new era of government information management as 

demonstrated by China, the U.S. and Germany.

The use and development of Big Data is a new tool for processing huge 
databases with computer applications. It is a fact that information is 
the most important element of the economy in the 21st century, and 
the advent of the digital world has exponentially increased the volume 
of data flow.

This trend is a new way of making decisions. It is mainly used on great 
amounts of structured, non-structured and semi-structured data, which 
otherwise would take too much time to read and would be extremely 
expensive to upload into a database for analysis. The concept of Big 
Data describes all information that cannot be processed with traditional 
tools. Will Artificial Intelligence be the dominant force in the current 
era? Nowadays, if the world is analyzed in terms of economy or security, 
Big Data management is necessary. 

Claude Smadja
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China is one of the countries working with large-scale information 
management on a daily basis. Of the 1.3 billion people living in the 
country, 860 million have Internet access. It is the largest mobile phone 
market in the world. Moreover, China is investing billions of dollars 
annually in developing and implementing Artificial Intelligence, a 
type of computer technology designed to carry out tasks that were 
previously considered exclusive to the domain of human intelligence. 

Computer applications are so important for the Chinese lifestyle that 
now many restaurants do not even require a credit card for paying the 
bill: the funds are transferred directly from a smartphone. 

The U.S. is also a pillar for this type of technology with companies 
like Amazon, Google and Facebook leveraging data generated by their 
own users. Facebook is a good example of technology that works with 
algorithms. Facebook knows the preferences of its users, from their 
favorite places, music, movies and TV shows, to their preferred books, 
products, and schools. The goal is to offer an advertising market to 
hundreds of companies that are trying to increase brand awareness. 

In Europe, citizen’s data are protected by solid legislation that even 
allows individuals to limit how companies use their information. This 
brings more freedom but less engagement with the Big Data global 
context.

Mexico has to carefully analyze the current Big Data landscape to 
avoid mistakes and to decide whether to continue on the path with the 
northern neighbor and adjust policies or to search for an alternative 
with the rest of the world.

“China generates the 
largest mass of data in the 
world, while the U.S. leads 
in profits generated from 
advertising coming from Big 
Data analysis.”
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Is “Entrepreneur” Not a French Word?
What Makes a Successful Entrepreneur?

Speaker:
Pascal Cagni
France Ambassador for International Investment
& Chairman of Business France
 
Presented by:
Yaël Smadja
Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja U.S., U.S.

France is one of the best countries for doing business. Lately it 
has been promoting the creation of new startups and attracting 
talent in the fields of science and technology. This is a great 

opportunity for Mexican entrepreneurs. 

However, this has not always been the case. There used to be a 
preconceived idea that France was an expensive country to live in and 
to become an entrepreneur in due to the elevated taxes. The new 
administration led by Emmanuel Macron has focused on changing 
those prejudices by modifying the country’s image with the aim of 
attracting more investment and talent. Likewise, the government has 
helped French companies foster exports and strengthen the country’s 
presence in the world.

France is currently going through a process of reindustrialization to 
adapt to the challenges of unemployment. The country is willing to 
create an innovation-friendly ecosystem to become an entrepreneurial 
nation. 

One of France’s main strategies is to bet on science and technology. 
Today, France invests 2.2% of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 

Pascal Cagni
Yaël Smadja

“France ranks first in 
Europe in venture capital 
investment.”

“42% of the skilled 
workforce in France is 
foreign.”
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research and development, one of the highest percentages in the world. 
In France there are about one million engineers, over 260 thousand 
researchers and several world-class public research institutions. 

Another main strategy is to attract and retain the best talent by 
instituting processes for granting visas and academic scholarships. A 
relevant statistic is that 42% of this skilled workforce is foreign, which 
shows that France is also an open-door country.

At the moment, France is experiencing an entrepreneurial boom. 
Around 54% of the population between the ages of 18 and 35 aim 
to create their own company, compared to 10% in 2010. France 
has increased its investment in venture capital to create innovative 
companies and to encourage economic growth. In 2017 alone, 31 
different funds raised 733 million dollars—almost 500 million dollars 
more than in 2016. France ranks first in Europe in venture capital 
investment ahead of the United Kingdom.

Meanwhile, Mexico ranks second in venture capital investment in 
Latin America behind only Brazil. The National Institute of the 
Entrepreneur (INADEM) invests about 600 million pesos per year. 
Compared to other countries like the U.S., the French and Mexican 
venture capital markets are young; both governments should allocate 
more funds to venture capital in order to increase their GDP.

The incoming federal administration in Mexico should increase taxes 
in order to create and support the necessary infrastructure for Mexico’s 
development. It should also reduce bureaucratic procedures in order 
to accelerate the creation of new businesses.

Finally, the presence of French companies such as Safran, Airbus and 
L’Oréal in Mexico is strong, yet Mexican companies have very little 
presence in France.

Mexico has the opportunity to open up to new markets instead of 
focusing solely on the U.S. France, for example, offers many advantages 
for entrepreneurs: its infrastructure, its greater purchasing power 
compared to Mexico, and, due to its closeness to other European 
countries, more opportunities for market expansion.

Pascal Cagni

Yaël Smadja
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Woosuk Kenneth Choi
Claude Smadja

Korea-Mexico: The Prosperity Gap That You,
Entrepreneurs, Can Help Reverse

Mexico and South Korea are very different: while in 1975 
Mexico’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was twice the size of 
South Korea’s, today the Asian nation’s GDP doubles Mexico’s. 

The economic growth gap is the result of the pressure Koreans feel to 
strive in an adverse environment. Mexicans, on the other hand, do not 
seek to expand their business abroad because they live in comfort.

There are many niches that Mexican companies could exploit if 
they wanted to be more competitive globally. The most prominent 
opportunity is the Spanish-speaking market, since Spanish is the third 
most spoken language in the world. Likewise, Mexican companies 
could increase their presence on Asian markets.

One recommendation Mexican enterprises should consider is to 
establish brands that the world can see as examples of the quality 
of the country’s products. This is just what South Korea has done 
in developing world-class technology brands that make the Asian 
country more recognizable as a global innovation leader. One of the 
main possibilities is to establish an automobile brand to showcase the 
capabilities of Mexican manufacturing to the world.  

Speaker:
Woosuk Kenneth Choi
Deputy Editor Future Planning Department, The Chosun Ilbo, Korea

Presented by:
Claude Smadja
Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland

“Mexican entrepreneurs 
have to travel, know 
English and be aware of 
what happens in different 
parts of the world.”
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Claude Smadja

Woosuk Kenneth Choi

Expanding Mexican companies means navigating geographical 
barriers, which requires shared responsibilities by Mexico’s different 
key stakeholders: media outlets need to explore new experiences 
currently happening in Asia; political leaders need to understand 
the global context and the scope of the changes happening around 
the world; businesspeople need to make money and generate jobs; 
Mexican entrepreneurs have to travel, know English and be aware of 
what happens in different parts of the world. 

As the innovation landscape shifts, the challenges become more 
urgent. Today, more innovative products are being developed in India 
and China than in Silicon Valley.

One industry trend is to change the products’ profiles. Incremental 
innovation—which focuses on extending existent services—has grown 
in recent years. One example is the instant messaging Chinese service 
WeChat, which made email obsolete and reduced the circulation of 
cash through the use of smartphones.  

These transformations are setting new rules that Mexican companies 
should follow if they wish to be relevant in the ever-changing global 
landscape. The main task is to enhance their capacity for adapting to 
the shifts in production paradigms: while in the 20th century the trend 
was a standardized workforce, the 21st century is all about flexible and 
innovative companies. 

Before entering the world of entrepreneurship, the stakeholders 
should first ask themselves, “how has technology changed my life?” 
Only then will they create innovative products that transform the lives 
of others.

MEXICO FUTURE GROUP 
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Statement From Postgraduate Students.
16th edition

We will certainly remember this experience as one of the most significant in our 
education and professional lives. We are delighted to say that we admire the 
openness displayed by the business community, politicians and guests from other 

countries (such as South Korea, Canada, France, China, India, England and Colombia 
among others) to address sensitive topics with honesty and their willingness to consider 
and contribute to Mexico’s growth and development.

Based on the main considerations examined over these four days, as well as on the 
exchanges of opinion, the discussions on the work tables and the comments by highly-
regarded experts, What can we do? What disruptive changes do we propose? 

Mexico, with its rich culture, privileged geography and great people who inhabit it, has the 
potential to fully participate in the new technological era. This historic moment calls for 
fast adaptation based on innovation and creativity. The Industrial Revolution 4.0, which 
has been going on in other countries for the past few years but is sadly only just knocking 
on our door, forces us to participate with urgency. We must understand and leverage the 
information it provides us with if we want be part of the engine that is starting to move 
the markets and is altering purchasing behaviors. Now more than ever we should focus 
on technology and establish innovation, modernization and diversification as priorities. 
These should be the pillars upon which our economy rests. 

We stand before an epic moment: the new trade agreement between the United States, 
Mexico and Canada has reached the end of the negotiations. The agreement has triggered 
responses from different legal, political, economic and social spheres where, without a 
doubt, Mexico has shown strength. It is evident that we will have to be more disruptive 
in our trade activities, our technological development and our management of logistics. 
We will have to formalize trade agreements with other countries and strengthen our 
institutions through enforceable and reliable legislative frameworks.

Group of postgraduate students
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As for education, it is paramount that we work on a national education model that is 
truly DISRUPTIVE and encompasses all levels, from preschool to higher education. 
Mexico will be at a productive disadvantage as long as the rates of illiteracy remain so high 
and the quality of its academic programs so poor. It is mandatory for higher education 
institutions, the business community, state governments and research centers to cooperate 
in developing and implementing projects that bring about solutions to different types of 
problems. Our country is completely disjointed compared with other countries that have 
achieved significant economic and social growth thanks to their collaborative work.

In the areas of communication and transportation we need to improve internal 
infrastructure and mobility, which are currently insufficient and obsolete. The time a 
person devotes to transportation is wasted time that hinders quality of life. We require 
more efficient modes of transportation that enable better connectivity between states.

It is a moral obligation for us to be aware of the responsibility we have to the environment. 
There is ample area of opportunity for the business community in this regard. We need to 
migrate to sustainable alternatives in energy, gas and fuel. We must strengthen government 
programs that support these initiatives so that, at home, we may adopt these measures as 
a way to make substantial savings in the home economy.

The social and economic underdevelopment is largely due to the way society is organized. 
We have to build societies with intelligent, educated individuals capable of facing the 
great challenges not only in the economic sector, but also in the environmental and 
technological realms. It is unconscionable to have such a large development gap in our 
country between the states in the north, the center and the south.

Our country has started to attract talent that our society needs. Our quality is not only due 
to a tradition of hardworking individuals who create and transform knowledge, but also 
to our disruptive ambition. This is why it is important to design and implement public 
policies that truly promote business development.

It is urgent for the country to tackle these points. They are far from being the only problems 
or even the most important ones, but we believe that starting by addressing these issues is 
a way for Mexico to take a step forward in facing the disruptive world. 
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Closing Message

The organizers of the 2018 Mexico Business Summit declared the end of the 16th 
edition, in which ideas were debated about the future of Mexico and the creation 
of a more prosperous nation with a better future.

 
The purpose of this summit was to contribute ideas; this is the moment to analyze the 
current global context with the purpose of finding specific proposals that can contribute 
to the creation of a better government capable of efficient decision-making.
 
The Business Summit took place in Guadalajara for the third time in its history. In this 
occasion, the talent of collaborators, businesspeople and specialists was praised, since they 
shared their knowledge, expertise and recommendations with young entrepreneurs who 
will put these lessons into practice and improve the future of Mexico.
 
The current political context is a unique opportunity for the country to discuss innovative 
systems designed to help businesses as well as to analyze and overcome the obstacles that 
can arise during the process.

This exercise is ideal for leaving aside the differences between economic studies so that it 
becomes possible to lay down specific, useful recommendations for the new government 
and for the private sector with the purpose of promoting national products in order to 
move forward and leave behind our country’s historical problems.

Miguel Alemán Velasco and Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz 
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Final Remarks

The 16th edition of the Mexico Business Summit, “Designing a New Future: Mexico 
in a World of Disruptions” was particularly transcendent in a year of change for the 
country.

This Summit was characterized by being the event where the outgoing president, Enrique 
Peña Nieto, and the president elect, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, converged  to take 
stock of the 2012-2018 administration and present the work plan for the 2018-2024 period.

International figures participated in the event, such as former German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder, Carlos Slim Helú, honorary lifetime president of the Grupo Carso 
Managing Board, Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz, governor of Jalisco, host state for the third 
time, several secretaries of state and multiple general directors of the country’s most 
renowned companies.

In this occasion and in a changing global context, the Summit’s participants proposed 
priorities for Mexico’s coming administration, among which the following axes of action 
stand out:

1) To increase the link between the public and private sectors to boost Mexico’s 
capabilities and adapt educational profiles to business needs.

2) To increase sentences for corruption crimes, to extend the statute of limitations of 
the crimes and to ban individuals with a criminal record from holding public office.

3) To promote programs that encourage companies to establish anticorruption 
policies.

4) To implement a digital government to accelerate processes and increase transparency.
5) To generate tax incentives that promote development, research and innovative 

projects. 

In this encounter marked by plurality, the business community, academia and the public 
agreed that it is necessary to create a joint strategy to pave the way for Mexico’s potential 
growth, which has been hindered by decades due to the problems of corruption and 
insecurity that are still prevalent despite all the efforts.

Corruption is one of the economy’s main obstacles. It costs the country between 3% and 
10% of its gross domestic product. Moreover, 90% of companies think corruption is the 
main threat to their businesses.

In terms of insecurity, it is necessary to avoid repeating the same failed strategies. The 
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federal executive power needs to have a clear plan to curb insecurity, since there is no 
formula that guarantees the success of simply preaching by example.

During the more than 30 conferences of the Summit it became clear that there are 
opportunities to do things differently: the new federal administration, the trade agreement 
between the United States, Mexico and Canada and the Fourth Industrial Revolution are 
some of the paradigm shifts that open up new avenues for solutions.

The Summit’s speakers believe that the first 100 days of López Obrador’s government 
will be key, since the executive power is tasked with restoring confidence in institutions, 
quelling investor uncertainty and healing the relationship with society.

Another key topic was the renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement. 
Although the agreement showcases new opportunities to do business with the northern 
neighbors, it also exposes just how dependent Mexico is on the United States.

The word “diversification” was heard throughout many sessions, not as a complaint but as a 
key element that will help the country establish a stronger economy capable of weathering 
any local or international storm. Whether it is diversification in trade, industry, investment 
instruments, budgets, social programs or sources of financing, everything revolves around 
giving appropriate importance to whichever sector calls for it.

With these premises in mind, what is the role of the Fourth Industrial Revolution? 
Technology and innovation are essential tools not just for business development but for 
the country to achieve prosperity and reduce inequality: from Big Data to the Internet of 
Things to build a smarter government and more efficient businesses with high levels of 
innovation, to the use Artificial Intelligence, not to replace human resources but to push 
for greater specialization and training.

The 16th edition of the Mexico Business Summit was successful. Although we face a 
changing world, it is an opportunity for redesigning the future and for Mexico to take off 
with the help of collaborative work.
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Aguirre Lang Luis Alonso
Industria Maquiladora y 
Manufacturera de Exportación 
(INDEX)

Aguirre Preciado Francisco
Panel Store

Ajuria Benavides Sandra 
Fabiola
Universidad Anáhuac 
Querétaro

Alarcón Brockmann Patricia
Grupo Alarcón

Alarcón Brockmann Rocío
Grupo Alarcón

Alarcón Garza Gerardo
Látex Occidental Exportadora, 
S.A. de C.V.

Alatorre Morales Claudio
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Alcalde Sergio
Fortius

Alcaraz Fletes Ana Margarita
Secretaría de Desarrollo 
Económico

Alemán Chang Omar
Grupo Líder Editorial

Alemán Magnani Claudia
Interjet

Alemán Magnani Miguel
Grupo Alemán-Interjet

Alemán Romero Luisa 
Margarita
Bio Luigies

Alemán Velasco Miguel
México Cumbre de Negocios

Alfaro Becerra Luis Fernando
NORDIN

Abaid Sanabria Miguel Ángel
Levy Holding Sapi de C.V.

Abedrabbo Francisco
Oracle

Abrial Stéphane
Safran

Abundis Sánchez Mercedes
Cámara de la Industria 
Mueblera del Estado de Jalisco

Acevedo García Julio
Ciudad Creativa Digital

Aceves Jiménez José Carlos
Levy Holding Sapi de C.V.

Acosta González Rodolfo
Centro Médico Puerta de 
Hierro

Acosta González Rubén
Centro Médico Puerta de 
Hierro

Acosta González Rubén
Despacho de Abogados Acosta 
y Asociados, S.C.

Agren David
The Guardian

Aguilar Benignos Rodrigo
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Aguilar de la Parra Hesiquio
Secretaría de Turismo

Aguilar Fraga Benito
Servicios Administrativos 
Adecco

Aguilar Méndez Carlos
Grupo TMM

Aguilera Ayala Alfonso
Casas Acrópolis

Aliu Saidu Kabiru
Kaheed And Associates Ltd.

Alva Gómez Salvador
ITESM

Álvarez Maxemin Andrés
Ferretería Cotla S.A. de C.V.

Aminu Alhaji Iyawa
Embajada de Nigeria

Andrieu Cécile
Business France

Arana Arana Jorge
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Jalisco

Arandia Uribe Luis Gerardo
Grupo Aravalle

Aranguren Castiello Ignacio
Arancia Industrial

Aranguren Covarrubias Lucia
Arancia Industrial

Aranguren Covarrubias Luis
Arancia Industrial

Aranguren Tréllez Ignacio
Arancia Industrial

Aranguren Tréllez Luis
Arancia Industrial

Aranguren Tréllez Santiago
Arancia Industrial

Araujo Gómez Alejandro 
Enrique
Inteltráfico, S.A. C.V.

Arciniega Gómez Paola
AKZA

Arciniega Ruiz Gerardo 
Francisco
Ademsa
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Arellano José
Energyby5

Arias Frías José Isabel
Cámara de la Industria del 
Calzado del Estado de Jalisco

Arizaga Schmegel Leonardo
Embajada de la República del 
Ecuador

Armendáriz Fernández Mariana
DELTAREC

Arreola Gutiérrez Abelardo
Grupo Requiez S.A. de C.V.

Arreola Hernández Bertha 
Alejandra
COHMEDIC S.A. de C.V.

Arreola Jiménez Abelardo
Grupo Requiez S.A. de C.V.

Ascencio Ascencio Sandra 
Marcela
RANDOM

Aubry Enrique
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Avalos Austin
SUNU

Ávila Ahumada Israel Isaac
CANIETI

Aziz Checa Luis Alberto
Aziz & Kaye Abogados, S.C.

Baeza Sánchez Manuel
Milenio Jalisco

Bairstow Lynne
MITA Ventures

Beyruti Sánchez Julián
GINgroup

Beyruti Sánchez Raúl
GINgroup

Bianchi Beltrami Giancarlo
Constructora Terme S.A. de C.V.

Blanco Lozada Marisol Alicia
Toyota

Bloda Tadeusz
Inmetmatic S.A. de C.V.

Bojórquez Valenzuela Enrique
AMFE, A.C.

Bolarinwa Olalekan Kamoru
Bollykamio Nigeria Ltd.

Bolio Barajas Alfonso
Quiroz, Muñiz y Bolio, S.C.

Bouquet Gómez Diego
BOREALGAS Gas Natural 
Vehicular

Boy Pineda Mauricio
Cargo Group International 
Logistics

Brambila López Jocelyn
Allied Wireless Infrastructure

Bravo Hernández Salvador
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Breese R. Craig
Honeywell International

Bremer Gutiérrez Carlos
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Brisson Brian Christopher
Embajada de los Estados 
Unidos

Bunt James
GINgroup

Bally Layolle Diego
Rothschild

Baños Luis Fernando
GINgroup

Barba Canales Norma Susana
PEPSICO

Barrera Cervera Marcela Isabel
Universidad de Quintana Roo

Barreto Luis
Brookfield Infrastructure Group 
Mexico S.C.

Barriga Hernández Martha Lucy

Bartrina Fernanda
Nestlé

Becerra Nava Guadalupe 
Jimena
Grupo TMM

Beckmann González Francisco
Beckmann & Compañía

Behar Lavalle Salvador
Secretaría de Economía

Bello García de Vinuesa Alberto
Grupo Expansión

Belzowski Bruce
Automotive Futures

Bermúdez Bracho Tomas
Banco Interamericano de 
Desarrollo

Beyruti Espinosa Cristina
GINgroup

Beyruti Espinosa Mireya
GINgroup

Beyruti Espinosa Raúl
GINgroup

Beyruti González Stephanie
GINgroup
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Capilla Ramos Ricardo
Airbus Helicopters

Carcía Preciado Ricardo
Telmex

Cárcoba García Luis Germán
Telmex

Cárdenas Barba Gerardo
Monte Cerrado, S.P.R. de R.L.

Cárdenas Jiménez Gonzalo
Cámara de Aceites y Proteínas 
de Occidente

Cardona Zapata Manuel
ANTAD

Cariño Olguín Juan Pablo
BigVet

Caro Chaparro Blanca Noelia
Consejo de Cámaras 
Industriales de Jalisco

Carranza Alejandro
GINgroup

Carrasco Ramírez Ernesto

Carreño King José Paulo
ProMéxico

Carrillo Castro Alejandro
Fundación Miguel Alemán, A.C.

Carrión Rodríguez Eugenio 
Pacelli Francisco
ANTAD

Casillas Alarcón Luis Gerardo
Almidones Mexicanos, S.A. de 
C.V.

Casillas Muñoz Fidel Antonio
Universidad de Guadalajara

Castellanos Ortega Alejandra
Semillas Iyadilpro y Ya S.A. de 
C.V.

Castellanos Ortega Alejandro
Semillas Iyadilpro y Ya S.A. de 
C.V.

Castellanos Sánchez Alejandro
Semillas Iyadilpro y Ya S.A. de 
C.V.

Castellanos Vidaurreta Emilio
RGP

Castilla Jorge
Accenture

Castro Castañeda Carolina
AGRON Solutions Corp.

Castro Golarte Laura
El Informador

Castro Villicaña Catherine
Parallel Arquitectura

Cedillo Sánchez Alfredo
GINgroup

Ceja Muñoz Andrea Mariel
Absorbent Cotton S.A. de C.V.

Cerisola Pedro
Indra Sistemas México, S.A. de 
C.V.

Cernyar Jeff
Consulado General de EU

Cervantes Aguilar Eduardo
Presidencia Municipal de 
Ixtlahuacán de los Membrillos

Cervantes Díaz Francisco A.
CONCAMIN

Cervantes Palacios Francisco
CONCAMIN

Cervantes Ramírez María Alma
Cámara Regional de la 
Industria del Hule y Látex del 
Estado de Jalisco

Bustillo Chiñas José Luis
Grupo Alemán

Butchart Gándara Daniela
Nestlé

Buttner Klaus
Representation of the 
Government of Alberta

Cabrera Palos Jacobo Efraín
Consejo Agropecuario de 
Jalisco, A.C.

Cabrera Valdiviezo Rosa Maria
Evolutel

Cagni Pascal
Business France

Calderón Bujdud René Alberto
Grupo Recal

Calzada Arroyo Claudia
TMMGT

Camarena Chávez Carolina
Gobierno de Jalisco

Camilo Osorio Luis
Cámara de Comercio de Bogotá

Caminoa Agustín
Timken de México

Cancela Sánchez Manuel
GINgroup

Canizales Omar
Gobierno de Transición

Cannizzo Reniú Carlo 
Bartolomeo
Cannizzo, Ortiz y Asociados, 
S.C.

Cantú Flores Josué
Yarlan
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De Anda Molina César Salvador
Inova Avibel S.A. de C.V.

De Córdova Bojórquez Carlos 
Alberto
MAS Comunicación

De Gyves Pulido Mario
Arena Analytics

De la Garza Hesles Alejandro
Convertidora Industrial S.A.B. 
de C.V.

De la Garza Zamarrón Enrique 
Alberto
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

De la Madrid Cordero Enrique
Secretaría de Turismo

De la Mora Honc Vladimiro
General Electric

De la Torre Barrios Héctor 
Miguel
Avnet

De la Torre Jiménez Carlos 
Francisco
Grupo Fernández

De Loera Estrada Daniel Ubaldo
Gerente Jurídico

De Miguel Barreto Marcelino
Zendesk

Deare Craig
College of International 
Security Affairs / National 
Defense University

Del Castillo Torre de Mer Rafael
Banca Afirme S.A.

Del Cueto Cuevas Óscar 
Augusto
Kansas City Southern de México

Costa Oliveira Fausto
Nestlé

Covarrubias del Cueto Juan 
Arturo
Grupo Motormexa

Cruz Colín Laura Graciela
Instituto Tecnológico José 
Mario Molina Pazquel y 
Henriquez

Cruz Corona Eduardo
Biosep, S.A. de C.V.

Cuevas Acuña Salvador
Asociación Mexicana de 
Expresidentes Empresariales, 
A.C.

Cuicas María Gabriela
GINgroup

Curiel Rodríguez Daniel
Consejo de Cámaras 
Industriales de Jalisco

Dau Flores Enrique
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Dau Íñiguez Marcos Enrique
Grupo Napresa S.A. de C.V.

Dávalos López Víctor
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Dávila Rodríguez Víctor M.
Telmex

Dávila Sánchez Víctor Manuel
Delegación General de Quebec 
en México

De Alba García Castellanos 
Hugo
INDE

De Alba García Castellanos 
Juan Pablo
INDE

Cesario Da Silva Adriano
GINgroup

Chan Ronnie C.
Hang Lung Properties

Chapa Chapa Alejandrina
Kansas City Southern de México

Chapoy Gómez Jaime
Televisa Radio Guadalajara

Chavarría Bravo Carolina
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Chávez Arriaga Rigoberto
Rich Muebles

Chávez Gracian Patricia Roxana
Inmobiliaria Gracian, S. A. de 
C. V.

Chávez Macías Mireya
Secretaría de Economía

Chávez Romero Rigoberto
Rich Muebles

Chawla Suri
DigitalOnUs Inc.

Choi Woosuk Kenneth
The Chosun Daily Newspaper

Ciceño Edgar
Safran

Cobo María Fernanda
Accenture

Correa Bustamante Rodrigo 
Alejandro
Grupo Capem

Cortés Molina Israel
Prolígono

Cortés Sandoval Roberto David
Sip Construcciones, S.A. de C.V.
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Escalante Rafael
Grupo Alemán

Escalona Martínez Gabriela
Asociación de Ejecutivos de 
Relaciones Industriales A.C.

Escamilla Chew Salvador
La Sevillana

Escudero Pérez Elena
GINgroup

Espinosa Castro Marcela
GINgroup

Espinosa Peña María Teresa
Consorcio Regency

Espinosa Teja Enrique
Scotiabank

Espinosa Vasconcelos Fernando
Arena Analytics

Espinosa Villarreal Óscar
Bufete Consulta, S.A. de C.V.

Espinoza Lanz José
Kybernus

Esquivel Robledo Antonio
GINgroup

Esquivias Romero José Antonio
Universidad Panamericana, (UP)

Esteban Aguirre Marco Antonio
Universidad de Guadalajara 
(CUCEA)

Estrada Kelly Elsa M.
ADWEB

Evrard Antoine
Embajada de Bélgica en México

Díaz Hernández Mejía Adolfo
Díaz & Michel & Cortés

Díaz Tenorio Iván Godofredo
Axio Solar

Diez Morodo Valentín
COMCE

Dipp Reyes Lorenza
All Por México

Domínguez González Christian
MANIAK

Donoghue John
National Fiber Networks de 
México

Dorantes Eric
Consejo de Jóvenes Empresarios 
de la Cámara Nacional de 
Comercio, Servicios y Turismo 
de Guadalajara

Edet Sunday Akpan
Federal Ministry Of Industry, 
Trade And Investment, Abuja

Elele Víctor Chukwuemeka
Puzzles Group

Elizalde Gutiérrez Alejandro 
Raúl
Humana de Equipo y 
Materiales, S.A. de C.V.

Engel David Graham
Embajada de Australia en 
México

Enríquez Pedroza Gabriela
Duetto Decora

Ensor Richard
El Economista

Escalante Madrigal Javier
COLBS Estudio Legal

Del Olmo Martínez Francisco 
Joaquín
Interjet

Del Olmo Velázquez Francisco 
Joaquín
Interjet

Del Río Madrigal Carlos
Pavimentos Industriales y 
Urbanizaciones S.A. de C.V.

Del Río Ochoa Guillermo
Cadena Productiva de la 
Electrónica, A.C.

Del Toro Castro Ismael
H. Ayuntamiento de 
Guadalajara

Del Valle Ruiz Adolfo
Constructora y Perforadora 
Latina S.A. de C.V.

Delgadillo Domínguez Eduardo
Secretaría de Desarrollo 
Económico

Delgadillo Wolf Patricia
Mercado Libre

Delgado Alejandro
INADEM

Delgado Amador Juan Manuel
Deutsche Erdoel México, S. de 
R.L. de C.V.

Delgado Orozco Mónica 
Griselda
Central de Medios y Promoción 
MD

Delgado Torres Carlos
Nielsen México

Des Meules Xelhuantzi 
Alexandra
Smart Match

Devlyn Mortensen Frank James
Grupo Devlyn, S.A. de C.V.
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Fabila Rubio Francisco
Kansas City Southern de México

Fajardo Antonio

Falcón Vasquez Beatriz 
Solangel
Magna International Inc.

Favier Salcedo Álvaro
Grupo Favier

Felcyn Tomasz
Plastwil

Ferezin Luiz
Accenture

Fernández Castellanos 
Alejandro
Ferriano

Fernández de Castro Rafael
Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies

Fernández Gerardo
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Férnandez Levy Alicia
GINgroup

Fernández Rodrigo

Fierro Zazueta Melissa
Representation Of The 
Government Of Alberta

Flores Barragán Mónica
Manpower México S.A. de C.V.

Flores Castro Mario Adrián
ITESM

Flores Jaramillo Patricia
Asoc. Mexicana de Mujeres 
Jefas de Empresa A.C.

García Flores Leticia
Teléfonos de México, S.A.B. de 
C.V.

García Frédéric
Consejo Ejecutivo de Empresas 
Globales, A.C.

García José Luis
Aerolíneas Ejecutivas, S.A. de 
C.V.

García Martínez Rolando
Conferencia Nacional de 
Gobernadores

García Mosqueda Sofía 
Berenice
Partido Revolucionario 
Institucional

García Pérez Jesús
Potosinos

García Philippe
Ambassade de France

García Rendón Von Bertrab 
Gustavo
TELEPERFORMANCE

García Rulfo García Alvaro
Serveis Sherpa

García Torres José
Cámara de Comercio México-
Estados Unidos, A. C.

García Zendejas Carlos
Arena Analytics

García-López Agustín
AMEXCID México

Garciarce Monraz Gema 
Gabriela
Sheraton Buganvilias

Garro Gálvez Julio Hernán
Embajada del Perú en México

Fonseca García Alfonso
Gobierno de Jalisco

Frasco Sánchez Leticia
GINgroup

Fromow Rangel María de los 
Ángeles
MAF Consultoría

Fuentes Cortés Gerardo 
Salvador
Grupo TMM

Funes Rafael
LOVIS

Galicia Sandoval Omar
Mercado Libre

Galicia Siles Edgar
Universidad Autónoma de 
Guadalajara A.C.

Galván Hernández Julio César

Galván Orozco Alberto
Solargy, Led & Solar

Gamero Alfaro Julio
Interjet

García Cacho Alfonso
México Cumbre de Negocios

García Cadenas Airam
GINgroup

García David
Siembra Capitales

García de Alba Ricardo
Corteva Arscience

García Fierro Rubén Emmanuel
Xpinnit
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Grijalva Vega Amapola
HK Trade Development Council

Grillo Anne
Embajada de Francia en México

Grimm Guillermo A.
5G Automatika

Grimm Heino

Guadarrama Aguilar Javier
Alemán Velasco & Asociados

Guajardo Hesles Jorge
Toyota

Guajardo Villarreal Ildefonso
Secretaría de Economía

Guerra Martínez Francisco 
Javier
Guehersa, S.A. de C.V.

Guerrero Cervantes Mariana
Nestlé

Guerrero Ruth
Fundación Miguel Alemán, A.C.

Guillén Alfaro Emilio
ISWEB

Gutiérrez Maldonado Lucía Eva
ANTAD

Gutiérrez Medrano Carlos
Ciudad Creativa Digital

Gutiérrez Treviño Mario Martín
CALCESPORT S.A.

Guzmán Larralde Alejandro
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Hannant Mark
Teammagenta

Gómez Sánchez Luis
Solexvintel, S.A. de C.V.

Gómez Vázquez Aldana José 
Manuel
Gómez Vázquez International

González Aguirre Diego Masayi
Uyeda Industrial de México, 
S.A. C.V.

González Álvarez María Natalia
Empresarios Jóvenes del Centro 
Empresarial de Jalisco, S.P.

González Chávez Jorge Emilio
Integrate México Intercambios 
Culturales S.A. de C.V.

González García Francisco
Tequila Reserva de los González

González González Francisco 
Javier
Tequila Reserva de los González

González González Víctor
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

González Íñigo José Luis
Grupo SESAJAL, S.A de C.V.

González López Emilia
GINgroup

González Márquez Luis Miguel
El Economista

González Monroy Néstor
RGP

González Uyeda Rubén Masayi
Sello Rojo

Goñi Díaz Daniel
Notaría No. 80

Gordoa Rivera Fernando
Volteo

Garza Álvarez José Luis
Interjet

Garza Cabañas Alberto
Arena Analytics

Garza Marín Mauro
COPARMEX Jalisco

Garza Proal Pablo
Tecnoman S.A. de C.V.

Garza Robles Eduardo A.
Uni-Trade

Gasca Acevedo Beatríz
GINgroup

Ghirardelly Guajardo Fabián 
Andrés
Kantar Worldpanel

Gil Elorduy Ernesto
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Hidalgo

Goeser Louise
LKG Enterprises

Goldin Ian
Oxford Martin School, 
University of Oxford

Goldschmidt Gabriel
International Finance 
Corporation

Gómez Daza Rangel Manuel
GD Desarrollo de Proyectos, 
S.A. de C.V.

Gómez López Noa
Directum Translations

Gómez Ramírez Ana Laura
Hera Apparel S.A. de C.V.

Gómez Ruelas Ma. de Jesús
Grupo Recal

H

PARTICIPANTS

146



Jiménez Cruz Gabriela
Grupo Alemán

Jiménez Mangas José Arturo
Ademsa

Joaquín Coldwell Pedro
Secretaría de Energía

Jones Barbara
Embajada de Irlanda

Kahn Carrie
NPR

Kaiser Max
Centro para la Integridad y la 
Ética

Kalach Balas Moisés
Manufacturas Kaltex S.A. de 
C.V.

Kaplun Mucharrafille Margarita
Kapter

Kasturi O. Bisnath
Bollykamio Nigeria Ltd.

Koenigue García Enrique
Siemens

Kohlsdorf Hans
Energy to Market, E2M

Kono Daniel
Suite 100

Koronelli Viktor V.
Embajada de la Federación de 
Rusia en México

Kourchenco Leonardo
ibby a Leer México

Kraemer Andreas
MITA Ventures

Hurtado Martín Jorge Alberto
Centro Bancario

Ibarra Álvarez Ángel
Dulfree S. de R.L. de C.V.

Ibarra Covarrubias Carlos
IB-Group

Ibarra Ledezma César Alberto

Íñiguez Oceguera Silvia 
Bethsabe
Grupo R

Islas Pérez Ana Fernanda
Evolution Hunter & Consulting, 
S.A. de C.V.

Jacobs Puente Kurt Alexander
Kansas City Southern de México

Jacobson Roberta
University of Chicago

Jaime Santos Sergio
CANIRAC, Delegación 
Guadalajara

Jalil Hernández Germán Miguel
TOMSA Construcciones

Jasqui Amiga Jacobo
Inmobiliaria y Promotora 
Nacional Metropolitana S.A.

Jasqui Amiga Jonathan
Inter Soluciones Inmobiliarias, 
S.C.

Jauregui Casanueva Leticia
Máquina

Jianghe Yue
CNOOC México

Hansen Erik
Kansas City Southern

Hass Bucay Anita
AKZA

Heredia Rubio Rafael
Heredia Rubio Abogados, S.C.

Hermosillo Navarro César A.
Consultorio Privado

Hernández Gamundi Félix
Grupo Mundi S.A. de C.V.

Hernández Hernández Jesús
Grupo Expansión

Hernández Íñiguez Antonio 
Ignacio
Interceramic

Hernández Ramírez Ever Iván
GINgroup

Hernández Sánchez Gerardo
Grupo MAH

Herrera Cuéllar Rocío del 
Carmen
Construval

Herrera Vega Manuel
AILA

Hinojosa Castillo Luis Humberto
Uni-Trade

Holzer Neumann Andrés
Holzer y Cía. S.A. de C.V.

Hrinak Donna
The Boeing Company

Huerta Stevenson Roberto 
Alejandro
FIPADE

Hueso Quiñones Mario
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco
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Lomelí Bolaños Carlos
Laboratorios Solfran

Lomelí León Iván
Scotiabank Inverlat, S.A.

Lomelí Muñoz Christian Enahi
SCP Mobiliario S.A. de C.V.

López Aguirre Félix Eli
Evolutel

López de la Cerda Sergio
Grupo Recal

López Fertor Alfonso
Endeavor

López García Cristina
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

López Lara Roberto
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

López Macías Carmen Marina
La Playa

López Martínez Raúl
ABC Aerolíneas S.A. de C.V.

López Medina Fernando
GINgroup

López Mercado Jesús Eduardo
El Puma Golf, S.A. de C.V.

López Mestre Ana
American Chamber of 
Commerce of Mexico

López Miranda Tomás
MIND México Innovación y 
Diseño

López Muñoz Valentín
Henkel Mexicana S.A. de C.V.

López Obrador Andrés Manuel

López Rangel Héctor
Scotiabank

Leal Anaya Luisa
Nestlé

Leaño Espinosa Eduardo
Desarrolladora Mexicana de 
Inmuebles, S.A. de C.V.

Leaño Gómez Mauricio
Presidencia Municipal de 
Ixtlahuacán de los Membrillos

Leaño Reyes Antonio
Universidad Autónoma de 
Guadalajara A.C.

Leemhuis Margriet
Embajada del Reino de los 
Países Bajos

Lemus Leal Berenice
Safran

Lemus Navarro Jesús Pablo
H. Ayuntamiento de Zapopan

Lemus Vallarta Brenda Odeth
Gobierno del Estado de 
Hidalgo

Leñero Álvarez Mónica 
Gabriela
ANTAD

León Canal Aldo Daniel

León David

Lessing Benjamin
Lessing, Benjamin

Ley Parra Karina
Cámara Nacional de la Industria 
Tequilera

Litchi Rovero Salvador
Nice de México S.A. de C.V.

Loaiza Julieta
Nestlé

Krips Jason
Government of Alberta

Lagarda Cuevas Guillermo
Banco Interamericano de 
Desarrollo

Lamas Flores Alberto
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Lamour Emmanuel
Business France

Lan Agami Vivian
SingularityU Mexico

Lancaster Jones González 
Antonio
BerryMe

Lancaster Jones Joaquin
L. J. Comercializadora, S.A. de 
C.V.

Landeros Volquarts Miguel 
Ángel
COMCE de Occidente

Lara de Valle Armando
EMMA LOGISTICS

Lara Flores Leopoldo René
Cámara de Comercio de 
Tlaquepaque

Lara Salas Rosalía
Expansión

Lares del Río Marco Antonio
Marco Linc S.C.

Latreille Steve
Ingredion, Inc.

Lazo Margáin Lorenzo
Alemán Velasco & Asociados
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Mariscal Servitje Nicolás
Grupo Marhnos

Márquez González José Arturo
Calzado GALI, S.A. de C.V.

Marroquín Cuesta Juan Carlos
Nestlé

Martin Eric
Bloomberg News

Martín Galindo Manuel
American Eagle Outfitters 
Mexico

Martín Porcel Raúl
Talent Network Matrix, S.A. de 
C.V.

Martínez Alexei Oliverio
Almidones Mexicanos, S.A. de 
C.V.

Martínez Ávila Marco Augusto
Grupo TMM

Martínez Cabrera Félix
ANICAFE A.C.

Martínez Cano Yoselin
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Martínez Cortés Fernando
ICE Asesores en Comunicación y 
Prensa, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez de la Torre Juan 
Manuel
Secretaría de Desarrollo 
Económico

Martínez Delgadillo Roxana 
Haydee
Kansas City Southern de México

Martínez Enríquez Jorge
Cash Fondo de Capital de 
Desarrollo

Martínez García Carlos
GP Logistics, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez González Fernando
ICE Asesores en Comunicación y 
Prensa S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Mañón Erick
Expansión

Martínez Mondragón Jaime
ERM México, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Pichardo Marcela
Ingredion México, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Ramírez Jaqueline
ICEDER, S.C.

Martínez Ramos Marisol
GINgroup

Martínez Ramos Omar
GINgroup

Martínez Yazmín
World Trade and Investment 
Group

Martins Tauil Marcelo
Cargill

Masri Amkie Frida
AKZA

Massuttier Flores Abraham
Myrtle Consulting Group

Mata Bracamontes José Luis
Secretaría de Gobernación 
(SEGOB)

Mattewman Robin
Consulado General de EU

Mauri Alemán Antonio G.
Grupo Alemán

Mauri Vilariño Antonio
Soluciones Energéticas 
Mexicana

López Reyna Ma. del Carmen
Programa de Agronegocios del 
Colegio de Postgraduados

López Rocha Aurelio
Guadalajara World Trade 
Center S.A. de C.V.

López Sandoval José Daniel
Fd Ventures

López Terminel Julio A.
Grupo Imagen

Lozano Olivares Luis F.
Toyota

Lucero Valle Ismael
Kansas City Southern de México

Madero Garza Gustavo
Grupo TMM

Magallanes Martínez Juan 
Carlos
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Magaña Muro Adriana Isabel
MM Inmobiliaria

Malkin Elisabeth
The New York Times

Manjarrez Daniel Asaf
Gobierno de Transición

Manrique Martínez Gerardo
GINgroup

Manzur Nemer Juan Monir
Scotiabank

Marín Monterrubio Andrea
Energyby5

Mariscal Servitje Jordi
La Casa de Cine
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Mondragón Juan Carlos
Expo Guadalajara

Montano Guzmán José 
Alejandro
Portal Comunicación 
Veracruzana S.A. de C.V.

Monterrubio Cubas Mauricio
Grupo TMM

Montes de Oca Fernando
HR Ratings

Montiel Chávez Fátima
Fd Ventures

Moore Stephen
The Heritage Foundation

Mora Medina Beatríz
Parábola Estudios, S.A. de C.V.

Moragrega Hayashi Lilly
GINgroup

Morales de la Garza José Luis
Cámara Textil de Occidente

Morales Delgado Marco Tulio
Grupo Gylsa S.A. de C.V.

Morales Olvera Sandra Irene
Universidad de Quintana Roo

Moran Calles Alejandro
P1stache

Moran Calles Mario Ricardo
Embajada Emiratos Árabes 
Unidos en México

Moran Rivera Marcelino
Muebles Baltasar S. de R.L. de 
C.V.

Moreno Muraira Fernando
Magna International Inc.

Moreno Romero Gabriela
Tejeda y de la Rosa S.C.

Mercado Aceves Sixto
Cámara Nacional de la Industria 
del Vestido, Delegación Jalisco

Michaels Kevin
AeroDynamic Advisory

Michel Casulleras Christian
Cámara Suizo-Mexicana de 
Comercio e Industria

Michel Velasco Jaime Enrique
Mazapán de la Rosa

Miessner Messtorff Eckart
Producciones de Alta 
Tecnología S.A. de C.V.

Millán Bojalil Julio Alfonso
Coraza Corporación Azteca, 
S.A. de C.V.

Millán Costabile Mauricio
Coraza Corporación Azteca, 
S.A. de C.V.

Miller Eric
Rideau Potomac Strategy 
Group

Miranda Arias Guillermo
Intermedia-Publiregalo 
Empresarial

Miranda Arias Gustavo
Miraglobal S.A. de C.V.

Miranda Hernández Freddy 
Isaac
2MH Constructores, S.A. de C.V.

Miranda Moreno Rafael
Vision Consulting S.A. de C.V.

Miranda Valdez Maximiliano
Miraglobal S.A. de C.V.

Mondragón Alarcón Francisco 
Javier
Grupo Alemán

Maya Beatríz
GINgroup

Mayagoitia González Santiago
Continuous Improvement 
International Standard, S.C.

Medina Alonso Ariel Ramón
Universidad de Quintana Roo

Mejorada Flores Juan Rafael
WHO

Meléndez Carlos
Toyota

Meléndez Jaime
Euromonitor International
Méndez Filgueira Horacio

Méndez Jaled Luis Rafael
Cámara Mexicana de la 
Industria de la Contrucción

Méndez Juárez Carlos Jair
Hada Electronics

Méndez Regalado Miguel
Magna Internacional Inc.

Méndez Romero Luis Fernando
Restaurante Balboa

Méndez Villalobos Horacio 
Humberto
Galem Energy

Mendoza Cid Ma. Cecilia
Forward Wellness Center

Mendoza Flores Óscar Omar
Cargill

Mendoza Rodríguez Pablo
GINgroup

Mendoza Ruíz Geraldine
GINgroup

Mendoza Verduzco María 
Rosario
Casa de Moda Takasami
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Olguín Villamar Humberto
GINgroup

Olson Eric
Consulado General de EU

Oluitan Adekanmi Jeremiah
Nigeria-Mexico Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

Orendáin De Obeso José 
Andrés
San José Comercial

Orendáin De Obeso Xavier
Cámara Nacional de Comercio 
Servicios y Turismo de 
Guadalajara

Orendáin Giovannini Eduardo
TEQUILA ARETTE de Jalisco, 
S.A. de C.V.

Orendáin Martínez Gallardo 
Xavier
DMX CONSTRU-SITIO S.A. de 
C.V.

Orozco González Armando

Orrante Cervantes Juan
Farmacias Guadalajara

Ortega Riquelme Paulina
Bombardier Transportation

Ortegón Enrique
Salesforce

Osorio Arechavaleta Óscar
Laboratorios Pisa, S.A. de C.V.

Ottensmeyer Patrick J.
Kansas City Southern

Ovalle Arciniegas Julián
Accenture

Natale López Gabriela
Hera Apparel S.A. de C.V.

Navarro Hallal German
Toyota

Navarro Hernández Ignacio
Estrategias y Soluciones en IT, 
S.A. de C.V.

Ngofa Alenju
TOON Consolidated Ltd.

Nieto Vega Ana Vanesa
Trésfit

Niño Cota Juan Alonso
Operadora Tana S.A. de C.V.

Novelo Diego A.
Novas Capital

Núñez Martínez Edgardo
Dejavu Marketing Consulting

Nuño Ayala Alejandro
Unima Diagnósticos de México 
S. de R.L. de C.V.

Nuño Gómez Oswaldo
Diageo México

Nwakego Nwachukwu Evelyn
Federal Ministry Of Industry, 
Trade And Investment, Abuja

Ocejo Rodríguez Luis Manuel
Grupo TMM

Ojeda Orozco Cristina
Promodesa

Olaiz Ortiz Edgar
Grupo Salinas

Olavarrieta Maldonado Martín 
Carlos
Baur Querétaro, S.C.

Moreno Sánchez Juan
GINgroup

Morineau López-Santibáñez 
María Fernanda
AKZA

Morquecho Almendra
Invitada Gobierno

Morris Gómez Nicolás
Grupo Avanzia

Morvan Laurence
Accenture

Moy Valeria
México, ¿Cómo Vamos?

Munguía Lizeth
GINgroup

Muñiz Rosas Judith
Telmex

Muñoz González Julio Roberto
Textiles Agrícolas S.A. de C.V.

Muñoz Novoa José Enrique
Textiles Agrícolas S.A. de C.V.

Muradyan Hayk
CORPORATIVO JMV

Murguía Ashby Juan Pablo
Murguía

Muro Mendoza Yuri Omar
Teléfonos de México, S.A.B. De 
C.V.

Naim Ary
IFC

Nájera Colunga Luz del Carmen
Ingredion México, S.A. de C.V.
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Pérez Mendoza Sergio

Pérez Partida Héctor Rafael
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Pérez Villalobos Blanca Estela
AMMJE

Petersen Farah Juan Jaime
Geltung, S.C.

Petrearse Alberto
Media Global

Pineda Ortega Miguel Alfredo

Piña Salinas Sandra Patricia
Corteva Agriscience™ División 
Agrícola De Dowdupont™

Placencia Enríquez Leonardo
Muebles Placencia

Plascencia Ramírez José Rafael
Recubrimientos y Hules 
Industriales

Playán Ruiz José María
Oxigenia Human Development

Polevnsky Gurwitz Yeidckol
MORENA

Ponce Arce Lorenzo
Lonas Lorenzo S.A. de C.V.

Ponce Martínez Juan José
Grupo Porteo Logístico, S.A. de 
C.V.

Porras Brambila Juan Alberto

Preciado Preciado Abel
Cámara del Calzado

Preinfalk Alejandro
Siemens

Pelayo López Iván
Siemens Servicios, S.A. de C.V.

Peled Jonathan
Embajada de Israel

Penilla González David
Consorcio Constructor CACEB 
S.A. de C.V.

Peña Aguilar Emanuel
Mezcal Development, S. de R.L. 
de C.V.

Peña Nieto Enrique
Presidencia de la República 
Mexicana

Peralta Casares Óscar
CIINOVA

Pereda Gómez Enrique
Grupo Radiorama DK

Pérez Cirera Carlos
Ikano Retail Services S. de R.L. 
de C.V.

Pérez Collado Juan Ignacio
Heidrick & Struggles

Pérez Coria Mariana
UDG

Pérez de Aguinaga Lilia 
Carolina
Salgado Contadores, S.C.

Pérez de Lara Ricardo
GINgroup

Pérez Garibay Antonio

Pérez Gómez Ramírez Luis 
Carlos
Copper Wolf, S.C.

Pérez González Alejandro
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Oyervides De la O. Miguel
Cable Regional

Ozioma Eze Praise
Federal Ministry Of Industry, 
Trade And Investment, Abuja

Padilla Bernardo
Grupo Padilla

Padilla Montes Luis Gustavo
Innovation

Padilla Navarro Valeria 
Viridiana
Secretaría de Relaciones 
Exteriores

Palacios Jiménez José
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Palacios Peña Roberto

Palafox Leyva Lorena
Hewlett Packard Enterprise

Pardo Bejarano Juan Carlos
Nestlé

Parfait Daniel
Safran

Parra Pedroza Ramón
Cámara Regional de la 
Industria de Joyería y Platería 
del Estado de Jalisco

Pascual Tavarez Julio César
Consultoría y Servicios de 
Ingeniería (CSEIN)

Pelayo Aguilar Francisco Javier
Cámara Nacional de la Industria 
de Desarrollo y Promoción de 
Vivienda en Jalisco

P

PARTICIPANTS

152



Rocha Perea Alejandro
GINgroup

Rodríguez Berlanga Jorge
Televisa de Occidente

Rodríguez Blanquel Bárbara
Socra

Rodríguez de la Mora Diana 
Carolina
Expansión

Rodríguez Olvera Hugo 
Alejandro
Inmobiliario Bersan S.C.

Rodríguez Pullen Ignacio
Grupo TMM

Rodríguez Velázquez Rafael
Sintec

Rojas Navarrete Rodrigo 
Alejandro
Gobierno de Transición

Rojas Ramírez Sandra
Secretaría de Educación del 
Gobierno del Estado

Rojas Vázquez Alejandro
Centro de Desarrollo del 
Sistema Coca-Cola, A.C.

Romero Aguilar César
Wings Capital Partners

Romero Leyva José Eugenio
Xalis Arte Casa Cultural, S.A. de 
C.V.

Romo Alfonso

Rosillo Blancas Eduardo
Grupo TMM

Rositas Martínez Iván Rafael
Igniter

Prud Homme Eric
Bombardier Transportation

Quirarte Villaseñor Salvador
Charros de Beisbol

Quiroz Mateos José Luis
Quiroz, Muñiz y Bolio, S.C.

R. Aguiar Rocío

Rahmane Sacal Carlos
Exitus Capital

Ramírez Álvarez Hilda Susana
El Baúl de Darío A.C.

Ramírez Fruchier Leticia
Química Franco Mexicana 
Nordin, S.A. de C.V.

Ramírez Magnani José Luis
ABC Aerolíneas S.A. de C.V.

Ramírez Yáñez Francisco
Universidad del Valle de 
Atemajac

Ramos Flores Enrique
Secretaría de Turismo

Removille François
Business France

Rennie Short John
University of Maryland

Represas de Almeida Carlos 
Eduardo
Bombardier Inc.

Represas Gil Carlos J.
Amskap Americas Capital 
Partners S.A. de C.V.

Reséndiz Enrique
GINgroup

Reséndiz Pérez Rubén
Instituto de Fomento al 
Comercio Exterior de Jalisco

Reus Rocha Antonio
Müller Martini México S.A. de 
C.V.

Reyes Razo Miguel
El Sol de México

Reyes Robles Jaime
Secretaría de Innovación, 
Ciencia y Tecnología

Reynoso Del Valle José
Telmex

Reynoso Vilches Luis Enrique
Consejo Estatal de Promoción 
Económica

Riguero Escoto Eduardo 
Manuel
Grupo R

Ríos Martínez Sergio Javier
ProMéxico

Ritchie Robert
Ingredion México, S.A. de C.V.

Rivera Calderón Claudia Natalia
Fundidos Design S.A. de C.V.

Rivera Pérez Giovanni
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Rivera Rivera Claudia
Fundidos Design S.A. de C.V.

Robles Álvarez Carlos
Bombardier Aerostructures & 
Engineering Services

Robreño Téllez Brigitte
Gingroup
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Sánchez Proal Ernesto
Seeräuber Automotive

Sánchez Rodríguez Omar
Telmex

Sánchez Sandoval Cristina 
Nohemi
Urbanss Coffee

Sánchez Simancas Liliana M.
Mi Primer Contador, S. de R.L. 
de C.V.

Sánchez Trejo Víctor Gabriel
Pragmatec

Sánchez y Oldenhage Sandra
Biogen

Sánchez-Rico Julio
Indra Sistemas México, S.A. de 
C.V.

Sandoval Ayala Evangelina
CONCAMIN

Sandoval Díaz Aristóteles
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Schroeder Gerhard
Germany

Seade Jesús

Serrano Segovia José Francisco
Grupo TMM

Servín Carreón Mauricio 
Alejandro
Consejo Regional de la 
Industria Restaurantera y 
Gastronómica, A.C

Siebert Gunter

Sierra Rivera Manuel
Aerolíneas Ejecutivas, S.A. de 
C.V.

Salas Martín del Campo Javier
ANTAD

Salas Montiel Alma Guadalupe
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Saldaña Vladimir
Guerra Castellanos y Asociados

Salgado Francisco
Salgado Contadores, S.C.

Salgado Peña Abel
Salgado & Asociados

Salmerón Muñoz Alejandro
Concavus & Convexus

Salvatierra López 
Netzahualcoyotl
Centro Impulsor de la 
Construcción y la Habitación

Samano López Alejandra
T7 DIMENSION

Sanabria Palazuelos Wendy
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Sánchez Antillón Fernando
Ferall Comunicación

Sánchez Fierro Alberto
Micro Focus

Sánchez Galindo Ricardo
Teléfonos de México, S.A.B. de 
C.V.

Sánchez García Gonzalo
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Sánchez García Óscar
Yarlan

Sánchez Huitrón Karina 
Geovanna
Cámara Nacional de la Industria 
Tequilera

Sánchez Juárez Anasofía
Waze

Rozental Andrés
Rozental y Asociados

Rubin Larry
DHR International

Rudischhauser Klaus Dieter
Delegación de la Unión 
Europea en México

Ruiz Álvarez Benjamín
Cámara Nacional de la 
Industria de las Artes Gráficas 
Delegación Jalisco

Ruiz Carreño Elvira
Grupo TMM

Ruiz David
Delegación General de Quebec 
en México

Ruiz Sahagún Carlos Felipe

Ruiz Velasco Rosa
CLÉ Inmobiliaria Ruiz Velasco & 
Asociados

Saba Moisés
Corporativo Mesa, S.A. de C.V.

Sabor Ezequiel
Embajada de Argentina en 
México

Sacal Ladizinsky Salomón
Conlana Capital Sapi de Sofom

Sadurni Juan
Accenture

Saed Sidauy Sarah
AKZA

Sahagún Preciado Miriam Acela
Preciado Iluminación, S.A. de 
C.V.
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Torres Jorge
FedEx México

Torres Landa Ruffo Juan 
Francisco
Hogan Lovells BSTL, S.C.

Torroella Soto Luis
Innovaciones en Terracerias, 
S.A. de C.V.

Torruco Garza Miguel
Grupo Alemán

Torruco Marqués Miguel

Tovar Angelares Jorge Daniel
Continuous Improvement 
International Standard, S.C.

Tovar Magaña José Pompeyo
Grupo TMM

Trembley - Léo Sébastien
Embajada de Suiza en México

Tueme Pedraza Carlos Mauricio
Teléfonos de México, S.A.B. de 
C.V.

Tuñón Anuar
GINgroup

Ukeche Ukeche Ijeoma
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC)

Uriarte Salas Luis Fernando
Corporativo Brego

Uribe Álvaro
Colombia

Urquía Almada Manuel
Scotiabank

Suárez Ocejo Juan Jesús
Scotiabank

Suedan Díaz Zammir Aizar
Burel S.A. de C.V.

Suro Esteves Ricardo
Supremo Tribunal de Justicia 
del Estado de Jalisco

Talson Nungdang Bege
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC)

Tamayo Dávalos Juan José
Colegio Gastronómico 
Internacional, S.C.

Tapia Arteaga Jorge Ángel
Smart Life Investment & 
Heritage, S.C.

Tejeda Palacios Rafael
Serveis Sherpa

Tempel Peter
Embajada de Alemania

Tetu Dominic
Delegacion General de Quebec 
en México

Tolentino Morales Juan 
Antonio
Expansión

Torres Cervantes Karla
Secretaría de Desarrollo 
Económico

Torres Espinoza Gabriel
Sistema Universitario de Radio 
y Televisión

Torres García Marcela
Holacode

Sierra Villegas Fabiola
1979

Slim Helú Carlos
Grupo Carso

Slim Seade Héctor
Telmex

Smadja Claude
Smadja & Smadja

Smadja Yaël
Smadja & Smadja

Solís Hernández Margarita 
María
Secretaría de Innovación 
Ciencia y Tecnología

Solís Ríos Damián A.
HI Asesores Empresariales y 
Legales, S.C.

Solís Sánchez Eduardo Javier
Asociación Mexicana de la 
Industria Automotriz, A.C.

Soto Brambila Ada Paloma
Universidad de Guadalajara

Stahl Anders Mikael
Embajada de Suecia

Staufert Buclon Gustavo
Oficina de Visitantes y 
Convenciones

Suárez Azcargota Jorge Manuel
Grupo Inmobiliario Suárez 
Villagómez

Suárez Jorge Arturo
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Suárez Navarro Jorge Enrique
Asociación de Parques 
Industriales del Estado de 
Jalisco
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Walker Linda
Walker Von Graffenried Asset 
Management AG

Walkowska Izabella
Plastwil

Webber Jude
Financial Times

Wolstein González Rubio Carlos 
David
Oficina de Visitantes y 
Convenciones

Wood Duncan
Wilson Center

Yáñez Osuna Amado
Naviera Naranja

Yáñez Solloa Vicente
Asociación Nacional de 
Tiendas de Autoservicio y 
Departamentales, A. C.

Yáñez Vega Mario Jorge
Hogan Lovells BSTL, S.C.

Zamora Jiménez Arturo
PRI Nacional

Zapien Pinto Lorena Alejandra
UNIVA

Zárate Flores Alfonso
Grupo Consultor 
Interdisciplinario, S.C.

Zarate Hernández Omar
GINgroup

Velasco de la Peña Pedro
Creel, García-Cuellar, Aiza y 
Enríquez, S.C.

Velázquez Álvarez Luis Vladimir
Grupo Álvarez

Velázquez Núñez René
GINgroup

Velázquez Ramírez Carlos
GINgroup

Vélez Carlos
Kansas City Southern de México

Veraldo Mario
Maersk Line

Verea Jorge
El Informador

Vergara Kuri Juan Ezequiel
Cargo Group International 
Logistics

Viera Roger
Pounce Consulting S.A de C.V

Villa Torres Javier
Grupo Recal

Villarreal Sáenz Luis Carlos
Grupo Visa Inversiones

Villegas Sánchez Matilde 
Alejandra
T7 DIMENSION

Villegas Sojo Saúl
Directum Translations

Villena Ramírez María Teresa
Embajada de Perú

Vital Vergara Juan Humberto
MAS Comunicación

Viveros Figueroa Carlos
Grupo TMM

Uziewe O. Chris
Oak Cliff Global Synergy Ltd.

V. K. Sai Krishna
Scapic

Valdez Isela
GINgroup

Valencia Lares Diego Alejandro
Grupo Premier de Occidente

Valle Caudillo Juan Nicolás
Cámara Nacional de la 
Industria Maderera, Delegación 
Occidente

Vázquez del Mercado 
Hernández Montserrat

Vázquez Fernández Enrique
TailorPlan

Vázquez Raña Olegario
Grupo Empresarial Ángeles

Vazquez Vazquez Carolina

Vega Fernández Susana 
Alejandra
Grupo TMM

Vega Gamboa Geraldina
Mackech Jewels

Vega Hernández Nalledka 
Ayeléne
VoMec Joyería

Velasco Alvarado Pedro
Santamarina y Steta, S.C.

Velasco Barrera José Guillermo
Eycom Consulting
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Zas Arcieri José María
American Express Company

Zavala Fermín Carmen Yubari

Zenizo López María Fernanda
Intelab

Zentner Gustavo
International Point of 
Commerce

Zepeda Orozco Ana Luisa
GINgroup

Zesati Ahued Roberto
Despacho Zesati y Compañía, 
S.C.
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Created in 1986, with high impact programs aimed at the most vulnerable population, the Carlos Slim Foundation 
has benefited millions of people. With a high sense of social responsibility, efficiency and opportunity, the 
Foundation develops programs in different areas such as education, employment, health, economic and social 
development, migrants, road safety, justice, sports, environmental protection, culture, human development, 
and support in natural disasters. The Foundation contributes to improve the quality of life of the population 
of all ages, promotes the development of human capital, and generates opportunities that foster the integral 
development of people and their communities.
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TELMEX, the leading telecommunications and information technology (IT) company in Mexico, has made 
important investments to develop the most robust technological platform in the country, allowing it to offer 
the broadest range of solutions with the highest standards of quality, security, reliability, and competitiveness.
 
Ever since it was privatized in 1990, TELMEX has developed a network with cutting edge technology, enabling 
the company to provide solutions that improve its clients’ operative processes, costs, sales, and efficiency, all 
of which makes TELMEX the best strategic partner for advanced telecom and IT services. TELMEX is a highly 
competitive, reliable, and constantly improving company, and its first-rate performance has been recognized 
with important national and international awards.
 
TELMEX offers a broad portfolio of services including Voice Calls, Internet Connectivity, Cooperation Solutions, 
Videoconferencing, Cloud Services, Advanced Business WiFi, Cybersecurity, and Network Management Services, 
among others; it has the biggest Data Centers in the country, offering the highest standards of security and system 
continuity. TELMEX offers tools and solutions tailored to the needs of each sector, which enable the optimization 
of expenditure and a reduction of investments in technology, while guaranteeing business continuity.
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Based in Mexico City, Kansas City Southern of Mexico (KCSM) is a Mexican company leader in rail transport, 
serving major industrial centers in northeastern and central Mexico and the port of Lázaro Cárdenas, Tampico 
/ Altamira and Veracruz, with over 2,641 miles of track. KCSM provides a direct connection between the U.S. 
and the logistics center of Mexico, crossing through the international bridges in Nuevo Laredo and Matamoros. 
KCSM is a subsidiary of Kansas City Southern (KCS),a rail transport company investment in Mexico, U.S. and 
Panama. Besides KCSM, its major holdings include The Kansas City Southern Railway Company and The Texas 
Mexican Railway Company. Rail holdings and strategic alliances in North America KCS are essential components 
of the railway system in the region, connecting commercial and industrial centers in the United States, Canada 
and Mexico.
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Scotiabank is Canada’s international bank and a leading financial services provider in North America, Latin America, 
the Caribbean and Central America, and Asia-Pacific. We are dedicated to helping our 24 million customers be 
better off through a broad range of advice, products and services, including personal and commercial banking, 
wealth management and private banking, corporate and investment banking, and capital markets.

Scotiabank’s continued growth and success is founded on several key factors:

A committed team that shares the same values and works together to provide customers with expert advice, 
insights and financial solutions.
A highly diversified and well-balanced business operating within a clearly defined global footprint.
A strategic agenda with a clear focus based on five highly integrated priorities that will help us build an even 
better Bank: being more focused on our customers; enhancing leadership depth, diversity and deployment; 
being better organized to serve customers and reduce costs; driving a digital transformation; and aligning our 
business mix with deeper customer relationships.

follow us on Twitter @ScotiabankMX.

For more information, please visit

scotiabank.com.mx
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With more than 60 years of experience and a successful background Grupo TMM is recognized worldwide. Under 
the leadership of Mr.  José F. Serrano S., Grupo TMM is one of the main providers of integral logistics services, 
maritime transportation and port operations in Mexico. It currently has presence in 21 states of the Mexican 
Republic, through its three Business Units:
 

• Maritime transportation: Focused on providing logistics services for the Energy Industry, operating different 
types of vessels such as tankers, chemical tankers, tugboats and offshore. This business unit transports 
general cargo from Mexico to South America on a dedicated break-bulk regular service.  Additionally, 
such business unit operates a shipyard in the port of Tampico, Tamaulipas, Mexico which provides services 
such as maintenance, repair and construction of vessels.

• Ports, Terminals and Maritime Agency: it offers effective and competitive solutions for port operations, 
integrated logistics, storage, inland transportation and port agency services.

• Storage and Warehousing: Grupo TMM operates over 250,000 square meters of   warehouses throughout 
Mexico, authorized maneuvering yards, platforms with doors and hydraulic ramps, railroad spurs under 
roof, storage racks and specialized equipment for movement of any type of cargo.

 
The safety and protection of its employees, customers, suppliers and the environment are fundamental for Grupo 
TMM, so each service is based on strict regulations and national and international guidelines. This, in addition to 
the experience and technical capacity of its more than 1,500 employees, allows Grupo TMM to offer an excellent 
service.  For such reasons, Grupo TMM is the best maritime and integrated logistics company in Mexico. 

Likewise, based on a corporate strategy of diversification of services, Grupo TMM is developing two terminals for 
storage and distribution of hydrocarbons: a maritime terminal, located in the port of Tuxpan, Veracruz, Mexico, 
that will work simultaneously for the reception of vessels of up to 110 thousand tons and a storage capacity of 
up to 2.3 million barrels, and a fuel storage terminal just outside of Mexico City, with a storage capacity of up to 
2.5 million barrels, which will initially have rail and road connectivity, and pipeline at a later stage.

At the same time, Grupo TMM collaborates with the offshore oil industry with the Floating Production Storage 
and Offloading (FPSO) vessel named “ECO III”. This vessel has the capacity to process and store crude oil. This 
allows for the reception, separation and measurement of the fluids received from a well, whether it is crude oil, 
gas, oily water, liquids or solids. It also avoids the incineration of crude, water or contaminated solid waste as 
well as its spillage into the sea. 

Grupo TMM has the capacity to provide a wide range of logistics services and specialized transportation, which 
allow the Company to provide efficient and competitive integrated solutions according to the needs of each of 
its clients, and at the same time collaborating in the development of the energy industry and the country.
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Leader in Overall Cutting-Edge Human Capital Solutions

• GINgroup was founded more than 37 years ago, and nowadays we are leaders in Overall Human Capital 
Management, and are known for our service’s excellence. Our financial, managerial, operative, legal, and 
fiscal structure is the best in the market.

• Currently, GINgroup is formed by a team of more than 2,000 specialists in different fields, to serve its more 
than 4,500 clients in Mexico.

• We are a 100% Mexican company that has managed to position itself as number one in the market, even 
above global companies; we are the leader in Overall Human Capital Advisory and Management in Mexico.

• Our leadership relies on more than 37 years of experience, with commitment and professionalism from our 
collaborators, attributes that allow us to respond timely and creatively to the challenges in the environment 
and the requirements from our clients, so they can focus their talent and resources on the growing their own 
businesses while we take over their Human Capital management efficiently. 

Who are we and what do we do? 

At GINgroup we offer solutions specialized in Overall Human Capital Management, with full knowledge on the 
importance of the human factor within corporations.

• We improve the working conditions, keeping an effective positioning and enhancing the desired growth.
• We continuously develop strategies that generate relevant savings.
• One of the pillars in our operations strategy is to demand compliance with every procedure and quality 

standard.
• The success and growth of our clients and commercial partners is continuous evidence of our principles.
• We currently have certifications that help us provide our clients with the best service, such as Socially 

Responsible Enterprise (ESR), Great Place to Work (GPTW), Inclusive Enterprise, Family Responsible Enterprise, 
among others

• We have made an agreement with CONACYT that will allow them to better understand the Mexican working 
environment, as well as the number of Human Capital management enterprises in our country. This will even 
enhance new agreements to foster Mexican scientific talent to cover the demands of Mexican enterprises.

www.gingroup.com
GINgroup            @GINgroupmx           GINgroupmx           GINgroup
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Toyota de México began operations in 2002. Under the philosophy of “Thinking Global and Acting Local”, Toyota 
de México has proven its commitment to the environment, sustainability and customer satisfaction offering a 
wide range of products that respond to the needs of the Mexican market. 

Toyota has a portfolio of 18 models and 69 dealers strategically established in the country. In 2016, Toyota 
commercialized 104,955 units with a total market share of 6.5%. Toyota Motor Manufacturing has presence in 
Mexico with a truck assembly plant in Tijuana, Baja California, that produced approximately 100,000 Tacoma 
pickup trucks during 2016 and whose production capacity grew to 160,000 annual units by late 2017. 

Through a project partnership with Mazda Manufacturing Vehicle Operation of Mexico, Toyota produced in this 
same year 45,000 Yaris R in its plant in Salamanca, Guanajuato. By 2019, Toyota foresees to start operations of 
its second production plant in the country, which will be located in Apaseo el Grande, Guanajuato. For more 
information about TMEX, visit:

www.toyota-pressroom.com.me
www.facebook.com/ToyotaMex
www.facebook.com/ToyotaRacingMexico
www.twitter.com/ToyotaMex
www.twitter.com/ToyotaRacingMX
www.youtube.com/ToyotaMex

www.toyota.com.mx
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The origins of Nestlé go back to 1867 in Vevey, Switzerland, when its founder Henri Nestlé revolutionized the 
food industry by developing the first lactated flour to satisfy the food and nutritional needs of children. In 1905, 
he merged with a major producer of condensed milk, the Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Company, with whom he 
began the diversification and internationalization process. New products were added little by little to the first 
production of condensed milk and lactated flour, such as soluble coffee, chocolates, confectionary,  as well as pet 
food, all of them worldwide, currently sold in 197 countries.

With 86 years of presence in Mexico, Nestlé is the leading company in Nutrition, Health and Wellness in the 
country. Nestlé is committed to building a better Mexico with growing economic development, a better 
environmental future and greater opportunities for all. That is why it has the support of 34 Global Research 
Centers and 16 Distribution Centers established in 17 states of the Republic, generating employment for 15,000 
people. 

Every day, Nestlé is part of the lives of billions of people and families around the world. Its purpose is to improve 
their quality of life by offering them products and services that promote healthier and happier lives, fostering 
the development of more prosperous and stronger communities and  caring for the planet generating zero 
environmental impact. 
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Safran is an international high-technology group, operating in the aircraft propulsion and equipment, space and 
defense markets.

Safran has a global presence, with more than 91,000 employees worldwide, and logged sales of 16.5 billion euros 
in 2017. Comprising a number of companies, Safran holds, alone or in partnership, world or European leadership 
positions in its markets. Safran undertakes extensive Research & Development programs to keep up with its fast-
evolving markets, including expenditures of 1.4 billion euros in 2017.

In February 2018, Safran took control of Zodiac Aerospace, significantly expanding its aircraft equipment 
activities. Together with Zodiac Aerospace, Safran has around €21 billion in adjusted revenue (pro forma 2016).

Further information:
SAFRAN México
T. +52 (55) 5281 8775
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About Us
Interjet is a Mexican “high efficiency” airline; that is to say, it offers quality service at reasonable prices, a 
commitment which is evident on a daily basis in all our operations. More than 55 million passengers have 
travelled with us in Mexico, the U.S., Central America and the Caribbean since we were established.

Fleet and Destinations
We began operating in 2005 with a fleet of three Airbus A320 airplanes connecting three destinations in Mexico: 
Guadalajara, Monterrey and Cancun. Today we have one of the world’s most modern fleets consisting of 68 
aircraft (46 Airbus and 22 Superjet 100s), which are equipped with the latest technology.

Interjet currently flies to 53 destinations, 37 of which are in Mexico and 16 abroad, to cover the needs of both 
pleasure and business passengers:

In the U.S.: Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Orlando/Sanford 
and San Antonio.
In Cuba: Havana, Santa Clara and Varadero.
In Central and South America: Bogota, Guatemala, Lima and San Jose Costa Rica.

What Distinguishes Us
Interjet offers the most legroom in the industry, with approximately 34 inches (85 centimeters). 
Honesty is one of our values which is why we will never surprise our passengers with hidden prices; what they 
see is what they pay.
We are the only airline in which all passengers can check up to 50 kilos of baggage, and in Priority class up to 
75 kilos, which can include sports equipment or pets. 
We do not charge for seat selection or for printing boarding passes.
Older adults have a permanent discount on all our flights, seasonality notwithstanding.
All our flights have women-only restrooms.
All our flights offer complimentary snacks and beverages.

Interjet is committed to the environment and society. We back and encourage academic endeavors and have 
certifications because of the environmental protection measures we have implemented.
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Arancia is a privately owned company based in Guadalajara, Mexico, founded in 1925 by Luis Aranguren-Sainz.  

Arancia in Biotech and Ingredients for Food and Industry:

- Enmex – Maker and seller of food and industrial enzymes with substantial exports to the U.S. and Europe. 
(www.enmex.com.mx).

- NaturaExtracta – Solutions in food ingredients, flavors, colors and specialty ingredients
(www.naturaextracta.com).

- Santo Tomas World Trade – Processor and solutions provider of hot peppers, seeds and spices and their products 
for 25 years. (www.santotomas.com.mx).

- DASA Deshidratadora de Aguascalientes – Processor and solutions provider of Mexican chili peppers for more 
than 20 years. (www.dasacv.com).

Arancia in Logistics Services:

- Pacific Star Foodservice – Foodservice supplier and distributor to restaurants. Joint venture with Sysco U.S. 
(www.pacificstar.com.mx).

Arancia in Energy:

- Eneri – Efficiency in use of electricity, developing systems for monitoring and control for efficient use of 
electricity, and smart meters. (www.eneri.com.mx).

Strategic Institutional Investments:

- Ingredion (previously Corn Products International) – Global ingredients solutions company, maker of sweeteners, 
starches, nutrition ingredients and biomaterials. (www.ingredion.com).

- Enzymotec - Lipid-based biofunctional ingredients for nutrition, and health. (www.enzymotec.com).

- Advanced BioNutrition - Encapsulation technology for delivery of bioactive materials and for improving shelf 
life. (www.advancedbionutrition.com).

- NexFerm – Innovation in yeasts for baking, food, health, and nutrition (nextferm.com). 

Our Values and Practices:
Respect for people, ethics, continuous improvement, institutional management, and client and results-orientation 
are our culture and have been the foundation of our success.

Arancia has received the ESR Socially Responsible Company national distinction from the CEMEFI Empresa 
Socialmente Responsible del Centro Mexicano de Filantropía, A.C. for 13 consecutive years.

We seek to partner, apply the best technology, use outside expertise, take advantage of economies of scale, be 
financially conservative, walk our talk, and be a positive factor for our people and community.

www.arancia.com.mx
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Grupo Financiero Value is a leader in stock-market intermediation, fund operator, investment management and 
leasing. Value Financial Group provides a wide range of services in Mexico to a substantial and diversified client 
portfolio that includes corporations, governments and individual investors. We invite you to take a tour of our 
new internet portal and use the many financial resources we offer.

Mission
The mission of Grupo Financiero Value is meeting the financial needs of its customers through personalized 
attention so that we are a leader in customer care and service.

Vision
To be the leading growing financial group in the country by providing high quality financial services, consistency 
and profitability, with an experienced working team in an environment of honesty, collaboration and cutting-
edge technology that can ensure security for our customers and continued growth for our portfolio.

VALUE Casa de Bolsa
Specializes in investment management in order to increase the assets of our clients. Value Casa de Bolsa is 
recognized in the market due to the best quality services provided, the best investment funds as well as to the 
fact that we give our clients the best results.

Value Casa de Bolsa specializes in:

• Investment Funds
• Money Market
• Capital Markets

SPONSORS

171



Accenture is a leading global professional services company, providing a broad range of services and solutions in 
strategy, consulting, digital technology and operations. Combining unmatched experience and specialized skills 
across more than 40 industries and all business functions–underpinned by the world’s largest delivery network 
–Accenture works at the intersection of business and technology to help clients improve their performance and 
create sustainable value for their stakeholders. With approximately 449,000 people serving clients in more than 
200 cities in 53 countries, Accenture drives innovation to improve the way the world works and lives. Visit us at 
www.accenture.com
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Bombardier Inc.

With over 69,500 employees across four business segments, Bombardier is a global leader in the transportation 
industry, creating innovative and game-changing planes and trains. Our products and services provide world-
class transportation experiences that set new standards in passenger comfort, energy efficiency, reliability and 
safety.

Bombardier is headquartered in Montréal, Canada. Our shares are traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange (BBD). 
In the fiscal year ended December 31, 2017, we posted revenues of $16.2 billion.

Bombardier Transportation 

Bombardier Transportation is a global leader in rail technology and offers the broadest portfolio in the industry. 
It covers the full spectrum of rail solutions, ranging from trains to sub-systems and signalling. The company also 
provides complete transport systems, e-mobility technology and maintenance services. As an innovation driver, 
Bombardier Transportation continuously breaks new ground in sustainable mobility. It provides integrated 
solutions that create substantial benefits for operators, passengers and the environment. Headquartered in 
Berlin, Germany, Bombardier Transportation employs around 39,850 people and its products and services operate 
in over 60 countries.

Bombardier Transportation has more than 26 years in Mexico and employs around 2,000 people. It specializes in 
manufacturing, introduction of passenger rail vehicles, maintenance and after-sales service. 

It offers to the Mexican market a complete range of systems, products and rail passenger services: metro cars, 
light rail, locomotives and regional trains.

Bombardier Aerospace

With more than 29,400 employees and a leadership position in global markets, Bombardier Aerospace 
designs, manufactures and supports innovative aviation products for the business, commercial, specialized and 
amphibious aircraft markets. With this comprehensive aircraft portfolio, we hold the number one position in 
business and regional aircraft. Our high-performance aircraft and services set the standard of excellence in 
several markets, including: Business aircraft, Regional aircraft, Aerostructures & Engineering Services, Specialized 
aircraft solutions, and aircraft services and training.

Bombardier Aerostructures and Engineering Services Mexico have 12 years of operations in Querétaro, Mexico, 
where they employ nearly 2,000 people who conduct conducts design, manufacturing, assembly and machining 
activities of large metallic and composite structures, as well as electrical harnesses, for the different aircraft that 
form the company’s product portfolio.
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The Mexican brand that sets business trends in the country.

With a 50-year trajectory, Expansión is the most influential Mexican brand in the business world.

We generate intelligent, relevant strategic information to empower the business community.

Grupo Cinco M is one of the leading multiplatform groups in Mexico that can offer 360º services in the same 
place.

1M SIMÉTRICO - CREATIVITY
Custom creative solutions based on the expertise acquired from or media and clients.

2M CINCO M DOS - EXTERIORS
Pioneers in the use of new technologies, segmenting users and audiences in OOH.

3M GRUPO EXPANSIÓN - CONTENT
Great brands expert in liquid contents with captive, targeted audiences.

4M CINÉTICA - EXPERIENTIAL
Experiences that connect the brand with its consumers with a high level of response.

5M MASIVO
We generate communication strategies with massive reach that convert your audience and strengthen your 
brand messaging.
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11:30 onwards
Westin Hotel
Salon Agave
(First Floor)

Participant Registration

15:15 - 15:30

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Welcoming Remarks

• Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
• Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz, Governor of Jalisco, Mexico
• Daniel Curiel, Head, CCIJ, Mexico
• José Mauro Garza Marin, President, COPARMEX Jalisco, Mexico
• Francisco Xavier Orendáin De Obeso, President, CANACO Guadalajara, Mexico

15:30 - 16:40

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

What Does the New Trade and Geopolitical Outlook Mean for Mexico?

Speakers:
• Stéphane Abrial, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Corporate Office, Safran, France
• Manuel Herrera,  President, Associación de Industriales Latinoamericanos, Mexico
• Valeria Moy, Director, México ¿Como Vámos?,& Professor of Economics, Autonomous Institute of Technology 

(ITAM), Mexico
• Claude Smadja, Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland

Presented by:
• Luis Miguel González, Managing Editor, El Economista, Mexico

16:45 - 17:15

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Special Address

Certainty or Unpredictability

Keynote Speakers
• Carlos Slim Helú, Honorary Chairman, Grupo Carso, Mexico

Presented by:
• Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

17:30 - 18:30

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

US/Mexico: Overcoming the Obstacles on the Path Towards Greater Shared Prosperity

Speakers:
• Rafael Fernández de Castro,  Professor and Director, Center for U.S.-Mexican studies, University of California 

San Diego, U.S. 
• Roberta Jacobson, former U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, U.S.
• Stephen Moore, Distinguished Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation, U.S.
• Larry Rubin, Managing Partner Latam, DHR International and President & Chairman, American Society 

Mexico

Presented by:
• Julio Millán Bojalil, President, Grupo Coraza Corporación Azteca, Mexico

Sunday 21

“Designing the future: Mexico in a
World of Disruptions”

Guadalajara, Jalisco
October  21 - 23, 2018
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17:30 - 18:30

Querétaro
Salon

The Future of Technology / Mexico’s E-economy

What Skill Development Strategy Is Necessary for Mexico in the 21st Century?   

Speakers:
• Salvador Alva,  President, Tec de Monterrey, Mexico
• Raúl Beyruti, Chief Executive Officer, GIN Group, Mexico
• Craig Breese, President for Latin America, Honeywell, U.S.
• Marcela Torres, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Holacode, Mexico

Presented by:
• Frédéric Garcia, President, Consejo Ejecutivo de Empresas Globales, Mexico  

18:30 - 19:45

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico’s New Political Era

What to Expect of the First 100 Days of the New Administration

Speakers:
• Leonardo Kourchenko, Political Analyst & Journalist, Mexico
• Benjamín Lessing, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago, U.S.
• Duncan Wood, Director, Wilson Centre, U.S.  
• Alfonso Zárate, President, Grupo Consultor Interdisciplinario, Mexico

Presented by:
• Alberto Bello, Business and News Editor and Director, Grupo Expansion, Mexico

20:00 - 20:30 Cocktail Reception

20:30 - 22:00

Guadalajara
Salon

Official Opening Dinner

Keynote Speakers
• Gerhard Schroeder, Former Chancellor of Germany (1998-2005), Germany

Presented by:
• Andrés Rozental, President, Rozental & Asociados, Mexico  

Monday 22

08:45 - 10:00

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico’s New Political Era

Defining a New Era in the Fight Against Corruption

Speakers:
• Max Kaiser, Founder, Centro para la Integridad y la Ética en los Negocios, Mexico
• Juan Francisco Torres Landa, Partner, Hogan Lowells, Mexico
• Álvaro Uribe, former President of Colombia, Colombia

Presented by:
• Rafael Heredia, Director, Heredia Rubio Abogados SC, Mexico

10:00 - 10:30 Networking Break 
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10:30 - 11:45

Querétaro
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Dealing with the Wealth Distribution Gap as a Key Obstacle to Sustainable Growth 

Speakers:
• Leticia Jauregui, Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder, Maquina, Mexico
• Guillermo Lagarda, Senior Economist, Mexico Country Representative, Inter-American Development Bank 

(IDB), Mexico
• Vivian Lan, Ambassador, Singularity University, Mexico
• Nicolás Mariscal Servitje, Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Marhnos, Mexico

Moderador:
• Elisabeth Malkin, Correspondent, The New York Times, U.S.

10:30 - 11:45

San Luis Potosí
Salon

The Future of Technology / Mexico’s E-economy

Embarking on Industry 4.0: What Do Disruptive Technologies Mean for My Business?

Speakers:
• Pascal Cagni, France Ambassador for International Investment & Chairman of Business France
• Fernando Gordoa, Co-Founder & General Manager, Service Management Business Unit, Volteo, Mexico
• Jaime Reyes, Innovation Secretary, Jalisco, Mexico
• José Reynoso del Valle, Director of IT Solutions, Telmex, Mexico

Presented by:
• Jesús Hernández, Editor- in-chief for Industries, Expansión, Mexico

10:30 - 11:45

Veracruz
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Meeting the Credit Needs to Sustain Mexico’s Growth

Speakers:
• Lynne Bairstow, Managing Partner, Mita Ventures, Mexico
• Alejandro Delgado Ayala,  President, INADEM, Mexico
• Fernando Montes de Oca, Chief Executive Officer, HR Ratings, Mexico 
• Enrique Zorrilla, Chief Executive Officer, Scotiabank, Mexico

Presented by:
• Oscar Peralta Casares,  Chief Executive Officer, Ciinova, Mexico

12:00 - 13:15

Querétaro
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Sustaining Mexico as an Investment Destination 

Speakers:
• Luis Barreto, Chief Executive Officer, Brookfield Infrastructure Group Mexico 
• Paulo Carreño King, Director General, ProMéxico, Mexico
• José Palacios, Secretary of Economic Development, Jalisco
• Peter Tempel, Ambassador of Germany to Mexico

Presented by:
• Luis Miguel González, Managing Editor, El Economista, Mexico

12:00 - 13:15

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

Challenges to Globalization and International Institutions: How Does Mexico Respond?

Speakers:
• Ronnie C. Chan, Chairman, Hang Lung Properties, Hong Kong SAR
• Valentín Diez Morodo, President, COMCE, Mexico
• Ian Goldin, Professor, Oxford, United Kingdom   
• John Rennie Short, Professor of Geography and Public Policy, University of Maryland, U.S. 

Presented by:
• Andrés Rozental, President, Rozental & Asociados, Mexico  
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12:00 - 13:15

Veracruz
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Dual Education + Technological transformation = Competitiveness.

Speakers:
• Fausto Costa, Executive President, Nestle Mexico
• Luiz Carlos Ferezin, President, Accenture, Mexico
• Mónica Flores, President, Manpower Mexico, Mexico
• Iván Pelayo, Executive Vice President, Siemens Mexico

Presented by:
• Mario Adrián Flores Castro,  Vice President, Occidental Region, Tech de Monterrey, Mexico

13:30 - 15:15

Guadalajara
Salon

Plenary Luncheon

Keynote Speakers
• Enrique Peña Nieto, President of Mexico

Presented by:
• Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
• Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz, Governor of Jalisco, Mexico

15:30 - 16:15

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Beyond a Record Year: Steps to Sustain Tourism as a Key Growth Driver 

Speakers:
• Enrique de la Madrid, Secretary of Tourism, Government of Mexico
• Miguel Torruco Marqués, Designated Tourism Secretary, Mexico
• Jorge Verea, Editor-in-Chief, El Informador, Mexico

Presented by:
• Lorenzo Lazo, Managing Partner, Alemán Velasco y Asociados, Mexico

15:30 - 16:15

Veracruz
Salon

Get Smarter About 

Smart Cities

Speakers:
• John Donoghue, Chief Executive Officer, National Fiber Networks de México
• Anasofía Sánchez Juárez, Director General, Waze Mexico, Mexico  

Presented by:
• Jesús Hernández, Editor- in-chief for Industries, Expansion, Mexico

16:15 - 16:45 Networking Break

16:45 - 18:00

Veracruz
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Ensuring the Future of Agribusiness as a Key Growth Driver

Speakers:
• Carolina Castro, Chief Executive Officer & Founder, AGRON, Mexico
• Daniel Curiel, Head, CCIJ, Mexico
• Marcelo Martins, President, Cargill Mexico, Mexico  
• Juan Carlos Marroquín, Chairman, Nestlé Mexico

Presented by:
• Ricardo García de Alba, Chief Executive Officer, Corteva, Mexico
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16:45 - 18:00

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Revisiting Mexico’s Energy Policy

Speakers:
• Sergio Alcalde Delgado, Chief Executive Officer, Fortius, Mexico
• Juan Manuel Delgado, Chief Executive Officer, Deutsche Erdoel Mexico, Mexico
• Pedro Joaquín Coldwell, Secretary of Energy, Mexico
• Alejandro Preinfalk, Executive Vice President, the Energy Division, Siemens, Mexico

Presented by:
• Félix Hernández Gamundi, President, Grupo Mundi, Mexico

16:45 - 18:00

Querétaro
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

What Next to Strengthen the Automotive Sector as a Key Growth Driver: Innovation, Strategic Alliances,
Higher Productivity and…  

Speakers:
• Bruce Belzowski,  Managing Director, Automotive Futures Group, U.S.
• Rubén Reséndiz, President, Cluster Automotriz de Jalisco, Mexico
• Eduardo Solís Sánchez, Executive President, Asociación Mexicana de la Industria Automotriz, Mexico

Presented by:
• Woosuk Kenneth Choi, Editor Future Planning Department, The Chosun Ilbo, Korea  

18:15 - 19:45

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

From NAFTA to USMCA: Beyond the Name Change

Speakers:
• Moisés R. Kalach, General Coordinator of Negotiations Rounds, Consejo Coordinador Empresarial, Mexico 
• Luis Lozano, General Counsel & External Affairs Director, Toyota
• Eric Miller, President, Rideau Potomac Strategy Group &Global Fellow, Canada Institute, Wilson Center, U.S.
• Patrick Ottensmeyer, President & Director, Kansas City Southern, U.S.
• Jesús Seade, Designated chief negotiator for the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

Presented by:
• Eric Martin, Mexico Economy and Government Reporter, Bloomberg News, Mexico

20:00 - 22:15

Hospicio Cabañas

Gala Dinner

An Evening for Making New Friends and Enjoying Cultural and Gastronomical Delights

Hosted by:
• Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz, Governor of the state of Jalisco, Mexico

Transportation will be provided from the Expo Guadalajara to the Gala Dinner. After dinner, transportation will 
be provided to the hotels.
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08:45 - 10:10

Querétaro
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

Mexico and the E.U.: Deepening Shared Interest Beyond the Trade Pact Renegotiation

Speakers:
• Francisco Cervantes, President CONCAMIN, Mexico 
• Agustín García-López Loaeza, Executive Director, AMEXCID, Mexico
• Daniel Parfait, President, Safran Mexico, Mexico
• Paolo Caridi, Head Economic and Trade Section, European Union Ambassador to Mexico

Presented by:
• Luis Alberto Aziz Checa, Founding Partner, Aziz & Kaye Business Law, Mexico

08:45 - 10:10

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Mexico’s New Political Era

Drawing the Lessons from the past to Improve the Security Situation 

Speakers:
• Craig Deare, Professor of National Security Affairs, College of International Security Affairs, U.S.
• Lorenzo Lazo, Managing Partner, Alemán Velasco y Asociados, Mexico
• Luis Camilo Osorio,  Former Attorney General, Colombia

Moderator:
• Carrie Kahn, Mexico City Chief Correspondent, NPR, U.S. 

10:00 - 10:30 Networking Break 

10:30 - 11:30

Veracruz
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Boosting E-Commerce as a Consumption and Innovation Accelerator

Speakers:
• Carlos Delgado, Director, Retail Services eCommerce and Shopper, Nielsen México, Mexico
• Omar Galicia, Sales Director Marketplace, Mercado Libre Mexico, Mexico
• Enrique Ortegón, General Manager of Salesforce in Latin America, U.S. 

Presented by:
• Luiz Ferezin, President, Accenture, Mexico

10:30 - 11:30

Puebla
Salon

Get Smarter About

How Virtual and Augmented Reality Will Impact Business 

Speakers:
• Sai Krishna, Founder, Scapic, India

Presented by:
• Mark Hannant, Managing Director, Teammagenta, India

10:30 - 11:30

Querétaro
Salon

Get Smarter About

Leveraging the Multiplier Impact of the Aerospace Industry

Speakers:
• Vladimiro de la Mora, President and Chief Executive Officer, GE México, Mexico
• Kevin Michaels, Managing Director, AeroDynamic Advisory, U.S. 
• Daniel Parfait, President, Safran Mexico, Mexico
• Carlos Robles, President, Federación Mexicana de la Industria Aeroespacial, Mexico

Moderator:
• Ingrid  de Keijser, Chief Executive Officer, CPI Mexico

Tuesday 23
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11:45 - 12:45

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Infrastructure: What Needs to Happen Now? 

Speakers:
• Gabriel Goldschmidt, Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, IFC, U.S.  
• Eric Moreno Mejía, General Manager, Grupo Aeroportuario de la Ciudad de México, Mexico
• Jorge Torres, Chief Executive Officer, FedEx México, Mexico 
• Mario Veraldo, Managing Director, Middle America, Maersk Line, Mexico

Presented by:
• Pedro Velasco, Partner, Santamarina y Steta S.C., Mexico

11:45 - 12:45

Querétaro
Salon

Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Getting out of the Era of Disappointing Growth: What Is Really Needed?

Speakers:
• Rafael Escalante, Chief Financial Officer, Grupo Galem, Mexico
• Rafael Funes, Chief Executive Officer, Lovis, United Kingdom 
• Louise Goeser, Chief Executive Officer, LKG Enterprises, Mexico 

Presented by:
• Woosuk Kenneth Choi, Editor Future Planning Department, The Chosun Ilbo, Korea

13:00 - 15:00

Salón
Guadalajara

Plenary Luncheon

Keynote Speakers
• Andrés Manuel López Obrador, President-Elect of Mexico

Presented by:
• Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
• Aristóteles Sandoval Díaz, Governor of Jalisco, Mexico

15:15 - 16:30  

San Luis Potosí
Salon

The Future of Technology / Leveraging Mexico’s Competitive Assets

Celebrating Mexico’s Innovators
 
Speakers:

• Austin Ávalos, Co-Founder, SUNU, Mexico
• Christian Domínguez, Chief Executive Officer, Maniak, Mexico
• Andreas Kraemer, Managing Partner, Mita Ventures, Mexico 
• Alejandro Nuño, Founder Unima, Mexico
• Marcela Torres, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Holacode, Mexico

Presented by:
• Yaël Smadja, Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja U.S., U.S.

15:15 - 16:30  

Querétaro
Salon

Mexico in the Global Context

Looking at Mexico’s Score Card on Diversification

Speakers:
• Aminu Alhaji Iyawa, Ambassador of Nigeria to Mexico, Nigeria
• Amapola Grijalva, Chief Executive Officer Mexico, HKTDC, Mexico
• Jason Krips, Deputy Minister, Economic Development and Trade, Alberta, Canada
• Francisco Xavier Orendáin De Obeso, President, CANACO Guadalajara, Mexico

Presented by:
• Claude Smadja, Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland
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16:45 - 18:00

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Closing Plenary Session: Mexico’s New Political Era

A Message to the New Administration

A unique participation conclusion among the participants of the Mexico Cumbre de Negocios leading to a 
targeted Message to the new administration.

18:00 - 19:00

San Luis Potosí
Salon

Farewell Reception
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Saturday 20

17:30
onwards Participant Registration

18:15 - 18:30 Welcoming Remarks and Kick off Discussion

18:30 - 19:30

Session 1

Is Mexico Missing Its Midnight’s Grandchildren? the Disruptive Power of Young Generations

Discussion Initiator:
• Mark Hannant, Managing Director, Teammagenta, India

Moderator:
• Diego García Cacho Lascurain, Founder & Partner, Proyectil Mx

19:30 - 20:30

Followed by
Cocktail Dinner

20:45 - 22:00

Session 2

IoT, Big Data, AI and VR, the Things That You Need to Know AND to Do If You Want to Leverage the Business 
Potential

A Conversation Between:
• Luiz Carlos Ferezin, Presidente, Accenture, Mexico

And

• Sai Krishna, Founder, Scapic, India

“Designing the future: Mexico in a
world of disruptions”

Guadalajara, Jalisco
October  21 - 23, 2018
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Sunday 21

09:30 - 10:30

Session 3

The Big, Nasty, Global Battle for Big Data…
What Does It Mean for Us?

Discussion Initiator:
• Claude Smadja, Founder & Chairman, Smadja & Smadja Strategic Advisory, Switzerland

11:00 - 12:00

Session 4

Is “Entrepreneur” Not a French Word?
What Makes a Successful Entrepreneur?

Discussion Initiator:

• Pascal Cagni, France Ambassador for International Investment & Chairman of Business France

Moderator:

• Yaël Smadja, Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja U.S., U.S.

12:30 - 13:30

Session 5

Korea-Mexico: The Prosperity Gap That You, Entrepreneurs, Can Help Reverse

Discussion Initiator:
• Woosuk Kenneth Choi, Deputy Editor Future Planning Department, The Chosun Ilbo, Korea

13:30 - 14:30 Brunch
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