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It is with great satisfaction that we celebrate the 14th edition of 
the Mexico Business Summit. On this occasion, the theme was
“Embarking on the New Technological Era”

 Like every year, we had the privilege of welcoming the president 
of the Mexican United States, Enrique Peña Nieto, as well as celebrated 
figures like the president of Panama, Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez.

 We were also honored with the participation of members from 
the academic and business sectors, as well as leaders of opinion, civil 
servants, legislators and both national and international high-ranking 
political leaders. This forum becomes more international each year 
thanks to the speakers and attendants from different countries. 

 In this edition we undertook the task of analyzing how 
technology and the speed of progress can be better allies for the 
competitive progress of our economies, as well as examining how these 
tools can expand the great potential of our nation. In this way we can 
streamline production processes and improve services in all areas.

 Each round table and talk provided conclusions and information 
that we have made available for the business and government sectors in 
the same manner that we do every year.

 This was the first international forum carried out after the 
United States presidential election, so we pondered its implications in 
depth.
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 Given the events happening in the United States—which will 
affect the whole world—we agree that Mexico has the strength necessary 
to come out on top after facing the United States government’s unilateral 
approach. This is not the first time Mexico faces adversity. In the past, 
we have succeeded in defending our sovereignty and overcoming the 
crises, and we shall prevail once again. Mexico and the United States 
are friends, neighbors, allies and partners. Our differences with its new 
government must not make enemies of us as people nor as countries. 
Everything is negotiable.

 Like I said on the inauguration of the Mexico Business Summit, 
as we face this new geopolitical landscape it is time for unity, not 
division.

 The time has come to open commercial avenues with countries 
that can appreciate what Mexico has to offer: raw materials, a qualified 
workforce, trained professionals, accomplished intellectuals, a great 
ancestral culture and the valuable legacy of our contemporary culture 
as well as a large tourism industry.

 The time has come to rebuild the image of our country, to 
once again show who we really are and to crush the smear campaign so 
useful during the electoral campaign but which unfortunately divided 
the American society.

 At the Mexico Business Summit we believe in the unity and 
strength of Mexico.

 I would like to thank the businesspeople from the state of 
Puebla and its governor, Rafael Moreno Valle, for their hospitality and 
assistance in celebrating this event.

 I would also like to thank each and every one of you for coming 
to the 14th edition of the Mexico Business Summit.  

MESSAGE FROM MIGUEL ALEMÁN VELASCO
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Rafael Moreno Valle
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Alfonso García Cacho

Speakers:
Miguel Alemán Velasco 
Chairman, Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Rafael Moreno Valle 
Governor of the State of Puebla, Mexico
Alfonso García Cacho
Principal, Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

The welcome message of the fourteenth edition of the “Mexico 
Business Summit” was given in the presence of Juan Carlos Varela 
Rodríguez, President of Panama, and the Secretary of Economy, 

Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal. This edition, called “Embarking on the 
New Technology Era” is hosted this year by the state of Puebla. A variety 
of industries converge in this state, which is expected to get more 
national and foreign investment in the near future, for it is a privileged 
area that offers a strategic geographic location, work stability, human 
capital, as well as security for visitors and investors. 
 
 This Summit has taken place for 14 years, in which for three 
days, we examine different aspects of Mexico’s national life and the 
global environment. Public figures of the academic community, 
entrepreneurs, consultants, opinion leaders, civil servants and 
prominent political leaders of national and foreign governments carry 
out the assessment.
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 This is the first international forum in which the recent United 
States elections will be analysed. This election proved that in politics 
there is no such thing as impossible or improbable. Nevertheless, it is 
worrying to witness the resurgence of policies and social behaviours we 
once believed were left behind.

 Throughout history, Mexico has had to navigate through 
significant obstacles to be able to build its own path to progress.   Today, 
we must show the capacity and strength we have to move forward. Time 
has taught us that unity is always a positive step towards progress, and 
that protectionism and isolation affect society, politics and economy. 
There is no better or worse nation. They are all just different.

 Over the last three decades, Canada, USA and Mexico have 
worked together for trade integration in North America.  This effort 
has given important positive results for all partakers. That is why we 
must act soon to build a comprehensive strategy and make the links we 
have created stronger. It is a time to persuade, not to improvise; it is a 
time for agreement, not division. Solutions in our country will come 
through with work, unity, and respect. 

 Today, Mexico has the opportunity to consolidate itself as an 
independent nation, open to the world; tolerant, but respectful of 
individuality; without pride but with a high self-esteem. Above all, we 
must be aware that we are in charge of our own destiny. We are in 
charge of ourselves.

 It is a time of serenity, creativity, dialogue, and innovation, 
a time to show the quality of values and great capacities of which 
Mexicans are made. Let us not forget that anticipating is preparing 
possibilities, designing alternatives, and suggesting new ideas. 

“Anticipating is preparing 
possibilities, designing 

alternatives, and 
suggesting new ideas”.

“We must be aware that 
we are in charge of our 
own destiny. We are in 
charge of ourselves”.
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Special Address

Keynote Speech:
Enrique Peña Nieto
President of the United States of Mexico

Chaired by:
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Chairman of Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Rafael Moreno Valle
Governor of the State of Puebla, Mexico

Mexico has great competitive advantages to face current 
challenges. We need to analyze the direction the country is 
heading to as well as to identify the sectors that represent bigger 

potential. Joint efforts of entrepreneurs, governments, and civil society 
will generate benefits for the country. 

 Civil society, especially entrepreneurs and youths, are key agents 
in public life. In order to break barriers for development, it is necessary to 
“Embark on the new technological era”. New generations live in a world 
surrounded by technology. Progress in this area has taken down borders, 
made distances shorter and represents a significant transformation in 
education, industry, finance, infrastructure, and tourism, among others. 

 Mexico has a creative young population that will make a more 
efficient use of information technology. Through new technologies, old 
problems can be solved, especially regarding social development.

 The international scenario is volatile. However, structural 
reforms have expanded Mexico’s long-term development perspective 
with three main specific effects: economic growth, institutional stability, 
and legal certainty.

 Mexico must consolidate its national project. To do so, everyone 
needs to take responsibility and make a commitment to act righteously 
as citizens and as a nation. The will to overcome difficulties will bring 
Mexico closer together.

“We need to have faith, 
become closer and 

overcome our differences 
to build a national project 

in which we all take 
responsibility”.

“Shared problems need 
shared solutions. Private 

and public sectors need to 
work together for common 

objectives”. 

Enrique Peña Nieto
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 The country has great competitive advantages. In order to better 
exploit its geographical position, the federal government has invested in 
road infrastructure and improved the access points to the country.

 The next chapter in the Mexico-US relation brings uncertainty, 
but it can also represent an opportunity for Mexico to consolidate as 
an independent nation open to the world. The Mexican government 
will continue to promote dialogue as the main way to find agreements 
based on common principles, such as sovereignty, national identity, and 
protection of fellow Mexicans. Pragmatism will play a main role in this 
bilateral relation. Conditions that are useful and convenient for Mexico 
must be generated.

 Considering this outlook, it is necessary to keep macroeconomic 
certainty through healthy public finances, flexible exchange rates, and a 
strong banking system. For this reason, a budget adjusting government 
expenditure, and the most ambitious tax package in 9 years, were 
approved. All this has occurred in a context of historical low-level 
inflation and the highest job creation rate of any administration.

 Structural reforms are already paying off: the shared 
telecommunications network is now extended and is reaching previously 
isolated places. Also in this area competition has boosted, lowering costs 
for users. The educational reform has made great progress in favor of 
children. 11,000 teachers -95% of the ones that were summoned- were 
recently assessed. On the other hand, Pemex just presented for the first 
time a business plan in which it places profitability as its main corporate 
objective.

 National and international companies keep trusting and investing 
in Mexico. Toyota started the construction of a new plant where 200,000 
vehicles will be manufactured for domestic use and exportation. In order 
to make investors feel confident about Mexico, the federal government 
is working to guarantee economic stability, certainty in the application 
of the rule of law, and the correct implementation of structural reforms 
to generate greater competition.

 Even though the international scenario might seem gloomy, the 
structural reforms and the efforts of the private sector are setting Mexico 
in the right direction. Each citizen has the responsibility to work for 
Mexico’s future and to foster the conditions that will make a significant 
difference in the development of this nation.

““It is essential that civil 
society takes its role as a 
permanent actor in the 

public life of the country”. 

Rafael Moreno Valle

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez

Opening dinner

Keynote Speech:
Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez
President of Panama

Chaired by:
Miguel Alemán Velasco
Chairman of Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
Rafael Moreno Valle
Governor of the State of Puebla, Mexico

Latin America is moving towards a new era, one of efficient 
and sustainable democracy. In this context, a strong political 
leadership that works with the private sector is necessary to 

improve conditions in the region.

 Singapore is a clear example of the results of a joint work with 
these sectors. In just three decades, they managed to transform their 
economy thanks to the private sector’s effort endorsed by the government. 
The private sector must contribute to the country’s development by 
implementing its best practices.

 The fight against corruption is essential to achieve development. 
Transparency and accountability are a must when it comes to a State 
vision that promotes equality and endorses the justice system. By 
improving public finances, greater investments in infrastructure can be 
made, bringing benefits to a large part of the population.

 It is important to understand that public life is a matter of 
service, not a business, and for that reason the resources of the State 
should solely and exclusively be used for the purpose of serving the 
people. Both transparency and accountability in public investment must 
be focused on social criteria.

“The best way to achieve 
social peace is by increasing 

the State’s presence in 
education, health, and in 

raising the quality of basic 
services”.
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 Panama has developed major reforms to protect the financial 
system, meeting high international standards. Credibility and confidence 
in the financial system has been essential. Important legal reforms have 
been implemented against money laundering.

 New technologies have become key elements in everyday 
life. Despite the great technological advances, the real challenge for 
governments is to transform this development into first class public 
services for all citizens. In terms of public health, Panama is currently 
developing a program in which new technologies are used to assess the 
population over 40 years old in order to treat curable and preventable 
diseases.

 On the other hand, Panama has also promoted issues on clean 
and renewable energy, as well as housing, education, and a massive 
transportation system, which will in the medium and long term benefit 
its citizens.

 Technology networks and services must serve citizens by 
optimizing and increasing the level of basic sectors, such as: health, 
education, and human development. The best way to achieve social peace 
is by increasing the presence of the State in basic quality services. Once 
the population’s basic needs are covered, criminal activity may come 
to an end. We must always work for the institutional and democratic 
strengthening of any country.

 Panama and Mexico have a great history of close cooperation, 
which has consolidated their relationship as economic and commercial 
partners. Mexico can expand its relations to the Caribbean and South 
regions by taking advantage of Panama’s privileged geographical 
position. Both countries represent a great window of opportunity for each 
other in terms of investment and learning, as long as an environment of 
cooperation and exchange of information is maintained.

 Overall, the future of North America is based on cooperation 
between the private and the public sector. Honest governments and 
entrepreneurs committed to the wellbeing of their population are 
needed to guarantee a fair share of national wealth. This is also the 
key to achieve social peace. We require young politicians who can drive 
change with new ideas to serve the population.

 Finally, the main goals to follow for any country should be 
welfare, prosperity, and progress. The spirit of development must be 
reminded every day in order to become a triumphant and consolidated 
society.

Rafael Moreno Valle 

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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Plenary Luncheon:
Evolution and challenges for the Mexican economy

Keynote Speaker:
José Antonio Meade Kuribreña 
Secretary of Finance and Public Credit, Mexico 

Chaired by:
Miguel Alemán Velasco 
Chairman of Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

Since 2014 the Mexican economy has registered continuous 
and systematic growth. If the oil sector were to be excluded, the 
economy in Mexico would show an increase of 3% due to the good 

performance of the internal market, the creation of more jobs, the boom 
of the total payroll and the constant increase of credit, among others.

 The country has faced volatile weeks and complicated years; 
however, the ongoing administration has been assertive and taken the 
right decisions in terms of fiscal, monetary and financial policy.

Mexico-USA: A Growing Bilateral Relation

 It is not the first time the relation between Mexico and the US 
is subject of public scrutiny and polemic. In 1994, for example, when 
the government negotiated and signed the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), there were several dissidents, just as there were 
several who lauded the treaty. Today, due to Donald Trump being elected 
US president and the reevaluation of NAFTA, the bilateral relation is 
once again under scrutiny.

 Amid the uncertainty Mexico is now undergoing, it is worth 
taking a step back to then move forward and see what are the reasons 
behind the actions taken by Mexico regarding its relation with the US. 

“We have a sustainable 
level of debt; however, we 
want to start reducing it in 
relation to the GDP because 
part of this debt is foreign 
and it could increase due 
to the currency exchange 

volatility”. 

José Antonio Meade Kuribreña
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 For Mexico, being a part of the North American economic bloc 
makes sense, given that it is the region with a better growth outlook 
worldwide for the years to come, followed by Europe and Asia.  

 In times where economic stability seems to be “hanging from 
a thread”, no one thinks communication between Mexico and the US 
will fall apart. Mexico’s government and industrial sector are willing to 
improve the economic relation with the neighboring country.

 Mexico has had, since the approval of the economical package 
of 2017, the possibility of facing volatility, without asking for resources or 
financing from other countries.

 Pemex is a key player for the wellbeing of this country; it is a 
company that has been, is, and will continue to be, a contributor for the 
economy’s health. In that sense, it has been foreseen that Pemex will 
become an even more reliable company than it is now.

 Comparatively speaking with other global companies, Pemex 
has had the right performance and has even grown above expectations. 
Mexico can, therefore, expand its forecast for the future and set a more 
reliable outlook to face the risks.

 Furthermore, the structural reforms in energy, work and 
telecommunications constitute the framework for incorporating 
technology, that will in turn give way to work, and more productive and 
efficient capital.

Mexico has what it takes

 It is possible that the difficulties Mexico has faced as a country 
will turn into favorable conditions. The reform Pemex underwent has 
represented the stagnation of the economy for nearly two years; however, 
it is expected that next year it will translate into economic growth.

 Within the international setting, Mexico has the necessary tools 
to face economic instability. Furthermore, the country also has a 110 
billion peso oil stabilization fund with which, if need be, the country’s 
finances could remain stable. 

 Facing the uncertainty that pervades the situation worldwide, 
Mexico has to set the necessary conditions for implementing the existing 
reforms. 

“I know that this are 
difficult times, full of 

tension and uncertainty; 
it is clear that Mexico 
has what it takes in 
its government, its 

entrepreneurs. The fact that 
we are standing together 
and with the willingness 
for the country to have a 

good future is the strongest 
message we can give”. 

Miguel Alemán Velasco
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Special Address:
Toyota’s Commitment with Sustainability

Special Address:
Takeshi Uchiyamada
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Toyota Motor Corporation, Japan 

Chaired by: 
Claude Smadja
President and Founder, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland

Global warming is a very serious problem, and the automotive 
industry has an important participation in it due to CO2 
emissions. Toyota found in this problem a market opportunity: 

the company developed a hybrid vehicle to reduce pollution. However, 
hybrid cars are not enough; automotive manufacturers must reduce 
deforestation, CO2 emissions, water consumption, pollution, among 
others, in order to be sustainable.

 It usually takes time for technology innovations to grow. Trial 
and error are part of this process. That is the case for Toyota. The 
company took over 20 years, a lot of energy, and much talent to develop 
its hybrid car.
 
 Mexico is a willing participant in sustainable trends. The 
collaboration between the Mexican Institute of Water Technology and 
Toyota is a successful collaboration between the government and the 
private sector. Both parties are committed –each based on their own 
purpose– to overcome regional and global environmental challenges.

 Toyota’s interest in sustainable market is paying off. The 
company has sold over 9 million hybrid cars. This proves sustainable 
development has a future.

“To transform the 
impossible into the possible 
we need to change our way 

of thinking”.
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 Hydrogen is a promising source of energy because it can be 
created with countless sources, including water, air, and even waste; 
also, it does not produce CO2, which is why it is considered a clean 
energy source. The issue with this chemical compound is storage. 
Investments on technology development for that matter are being 
done worldwide and Toyota is a significant collaborator and investor. 

 As part of the automotive industry, Toyota is being driven by 
environmental concerns, public policies, market preferences, and 
international laws to produce energies that promise a better future for 
next generations.

“We are committed to 
creating a future where 
hydrogen energy will be 
preponderant, we invite 
Mexico to join us in this 

initiative”. 
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Luiz Carlos Ferezin
Pierre Beaudoin
Rafael Funes
Wesley David Sine
Marc Sorel
Luis Téllez

From the 20th to the 21st century corporation:
What needs to change

In recent years, cycles, functioning and operations of corporations 
have changed radically. An example of these changes is that 
radically: 52% of companies that were on Fortune 500 ten years 

ago have disappeared, either because they went bankrupt or because 
bigger companies acquired them. Up until recently, on average a 
company reached one billion dollars in income in 20 years; nowadays, 
with digital companies, the average time is four years.

 There are three key elements that take part in these changes 
and are the main challenge for corporations: 

1. The digital era: citizens, companies, and governments are 
increasingly immersed in digital tools every day. The implication 
that this has for companies is that business successions are shorter 
and disruption is more relevant. 

Speakers:
Pierre Beaudoin
Chairman of the board, Bombardier Inc., Canada
Rafael Funes
Chairman, Lovis, UK
Wesley David Sine
University director, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute; Professor 
of Administration and Organizations, Cornell University, USA
Marc Sorel
General Director, PowerJet, France 
Luis Téllez
Chairman, KKR Mexico and Everis Mexico, Mexico 

Moderator:
Luiz Carlos Ferezin
President, Accenture Mexico, Mexico

“52% of companies 
that were on Fortune 

500 ten years ago have 
disappeared, either because 

they went bankrupt or 
because bigger companies 

acquired them”.
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Wesley David Sine

Rafael Funes

Pierre Beaudoin

2. Innovation: the ecosystem is changing a great deal, not only for 
small companies, but for big ones as well. Once again, cycles are, 
and must be, quicker. Crowdsourcing is becoming more relevant.

3. Talent: the percentage of ‘millennial’ employees in corporations 
is rising; this situation requires a change on the traditional way of 
negotiation and motivation because this generation is ruled by 
different values and expectations. 

 Speed is without a doubt one the biggest issues that the business 
world is facing and, not only does it affect the beginning of operations 
for companies, it also changes their reaction to different problems 
they are facing, such as customer response, their growth and decline, 
and even the way in which they diversify. The hierarchic concept of the 
organization within the companies is beginning to disappear; in fact, 
it may not have ever existed in new companies; this also affects the way 
companies negotiate.

 Changes in technology and business ventures are closely 
connected. Productivity in companies generates more income and 
wellbeing. Big data, for instance, has allowed corporations to be closer 
to their customers. They know who they are, what their purchasing 
patterns are, when to sell them, how to help them, etc.

It is important to keep in mind the following elements to further foster 
corporate growth:

• Education: innovation must be developed as a culture. 
Nowadays, youths are eager to solve problems and change what 
is established; educational institutions must provide them with 
tools to accomplish this. 

• Political support: governments must provide directives, 
infrastructure, and fiscal settings focused on fostering 
entrepreneurship, as well as special areas to start businesses, 
because in addition to innovating and entrepreneurship having 
a cost, it is important to contribute to the interaction among 
their participants.

• Collaboration: teamwork, participation, and partnerships are 
the key to corporation success.

• Transparency, environment and social awareness: thanks 
to technology, people have easy access to information, and 
companies must have this in mind in their processes.

• Openness: willingness to listen and to implement new ideas. 
Embrace change as a business culture.

• Humility: Knowing that paces are going faster; competition on 
innovation is higher every day, and companies could become 
obsolete or disappear on a short period of time.

• Renovation: redefine the company constantly in order to not fall 
behind. 
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 Entrepreneurs and innovators complement each other. The 
first implements his/her ideas while the second is the person who 
is focused on creativity. It is mostly recommended to have these two 
figures in a company, because it is almost impossible for one to start on 
his/her own.

 We must not disregard that entrepreneurs and innovators 
act within established companies. Their collaboration is essential to 
achieve success, but sometimes it is the same companies and their 
policies that don’t allow them to collaborate or develop their ideas. 
That is why corporations should provide areas where employees can 
feel implicated and supported.

 A successful example of Mexican innovation is Lovis, a 
company that works with information systems for companies that Lovis 
has redefined from a disruptive scheme. This pattern is built upon 
two premises: that all information stored in the system must be real, 
and that it can be adapted to each and every sector, customer, size, 
or country, without modifying the code with which the software was 
created.

The company provides five instructive elements to their clients:
• Productivity
• Profitability
• Quality of life for their employees
• Innovation areas
• Customer satisfaction 

 Currently, there are some world analysts and a couple of 
universities in France that are talking about the company, and they are 
studying its system; they have mentioned that Lovis meets the needs of 
the companies and the economy 4.0.

 This is just one of many examples that show that, in Mexico, 
we have great creative capacity, and we know how to solve problems 
from different perspectives. Yet, we also need to learn how to exploit 
these abilities. The recent bewilderment about Trump’s being elected 
as the President of the United States of America could be just what we 
needed to wake up and take advantage of the wealth of opportunities 
we have. 

Luiz Carlos Ferezin

Luis Téllez

Marc Sorel
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Using technology as a key driver for productivity and profitability

Just as the steam machine changed the world in the 18th 
century, information technologies are doing the same in 2016 
by changing the way in which we experience the world. The 4th 

industrial revolution, as some economists call it, is characterized by the 
convergence of biological, physical, and digital technologies.

 Who does not use technology in the 21st century? New 
technologies show great opportunities to raise productivity and cost 
effectiveness in the global market for emerging economies, such as 
Latin America. To take advantage of them it is key to achieve synergy 
between governments, private investments, and universities. 

 This recent industrial revolution has been essential for 
increasing productivity and profitability of a great variety of social 
actors and creating positive scenarios in the economic, social, and 
political environment. The use of technology is everyone’s and for 
everyone: the key to success is teamwork.

Speakers: 
Ignacio Caride 

General Manager, MercadoLibre, Mexico 
Luiz Carlos Ferezin

President, Accenture, Mexico  
Bismarck Lepe

Founder, Wizeline, USA 
Marco Stefanini

Founder and President, Stefanini, Brazil 

Moderator:
Nicolás Mariscal Servitje

Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Marnhos, Mexico

“Just like business, 
technology must always be 

reinvented”.

“When a country grows 
in terms of economics, 

services increase. This is 
a benefit for the private 

sector as there are 
great opportunities for 

investment”. 

Nicolás Mariscal Servitje
Ignacio Caride 

Luiz Carlos Ferezin
Bismarck Lepe

Marco Stefanini
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Bismarck Lepe

Luiz Carlos Ferezin

Ignacio Caride 

In order to enter the global market, Latin American economies must 
take into account:

• Talent production: engineers, programmers, and many other 
technology experts.

• Taking advantage of surpassed technological development 
stages. Mexico does not need to start technological research from 
scratch. Anything that is already developed can be exploited.

• Raising competitiveness among service sectors. 

 Mexico, as part of Latin America, has specific tasks for each 
sector: The government must be more aggressive in order to facilitate 
infrastructure. The private sector must invest in energy, and academia 
needs to prepare more people. Altogether, this will lead to a significant 
change in the regional technological context.

 As in business, technology must constantly reinvent itself. 
E-market is the way to go. New generations have new ways-of-living 
that are significantly different to what they used to be. Nowadays, 
millennials refuse to waste time. They want to experience new things, 
rather than following one direction or achieving goals: consumption 
patterns are changing and technology is the mean to identify them and 
keep up with changes.

 Artificial Intelligence is part of this change. Nowadays, we 
have computational models made by people that create virtual work 
environments for specific physical conditions where they are developed. 
Thanks to AI, virtual ecosystems can add value on products. A clear 
example is back office in business management, which is the group of 
activities to support a business. These activities have no direct contact 
with the client. Therefore, they can be substituted.

 Economic growth implies service market growth: this opens 
market possibilities, even in emerging countries. Stefanini is a successful 
case of a Latin American micro-business entering the global market. It 
started growing in Brazil, and after 20 years, they leaped to the United 
States and European countries. First of all, micro-business in emerging 
countries must develop managing experience and financial strength. 
After that, they can enter the global market.

 Mercado Libre took advantage of the e-commerce emerging 
market. Mercado Libre’s monopoly in this region is mainly a 
consequence of early investments on marketing during the early 2000s. 
To keep these privileged conditions, the company keeps investing in 
technology. Cell phone transactions are the future, especially among 
millennials: 65% of Mercado Libre’s transactions are done through 
mobile phones. Millennials will accelerate e-commerce.
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Nicolás Mariscal Servitje

Marco Stefanini

 This percentage creates new challenges. The design Mercado 
Libre has designed for their users through mobile phones determines 
which elements are more important for users: what pops up on 
the screen first, in what order and on what location. Reinventing 
e-commerce goes beyond purchasing merchandise.

 Wizeline is a start-up established in Guadalajara, with a great 
potential to develop innovative products and services focused on 
business launch. The success achieved so far is due to valuing the 
importance of working together with universities. 



EMBARKING ON THE NEW TECHNOLOGICAL ERA: BUSINESS IMPLICATIONS

38

Does Mexico have the right policies for the new technology era?

In Mexico, to speak about development is to speak about a process 
framed on an open economy. While such economy is increasingly 
more competitive, it is also strongly dependent of foreign policy.  

Improving the quality of life of Mexico’s population can only be 
achieved if productivity of goods and services improve, which in turn is 
determined by technological progress. 

 Therein lies the importance of understanding the different 
guidelines that determine technology in Mexico:

• How does technological infrastructure impact when carrying out 
different communication and trade processes?

• How does the lack of scientific engineers with appropriate 
training affect national development?

• What are the consequences of a poor regulatory framework in 
this context?

Speakers:
William Halal 
Professor, Georgetown University and Chair at TechCast Global, USA
Lina Ornelas 
Head of Public Policies and Government Relations Analyst at Google 
Mexico, Mexico
Wesley David Sine
Faculty Director, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute and Professor 
of Management and Organization, Cornell University, USA

Moderator:
Rossana Fuentes Berain
Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Mexico Media Lab, Mexico 
 

“Notwithstanding the 
uncertainty and volatility at 
a geopolitical world level, it 
is possible to forecast and 

plan in consequence”. 

Wesley David Sine
Rossana Fuentes Berain
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 The country’s outlook, seemingly gloomy at first, is really not. 
In spite of the uncertainty and volatility of the geopolitical context 
worldwide, it is possible to foretell and, consequently, plan ahead.   

 Governments, along with their institutions, have to adjust to 
this new era, to its needs and demands. They must change. Otherwise, 
we will have to deal with serious problems. What should be the 
government’s role in this new era? Governments would work better if 
they used market tools, similar to a corporation or a company, using 
new market mechanisms with a small government guide.

Are there ideal public policies for the technological era?

 In Mexico there is an ecosystem ready to foster entrepreneurship 
into the technological era. For this to be achieved, regulations and 
even funds are necessary.  However, there are still important matters 
pending, such as narrowing the digital gap, which goes hand in hand 
with education and culture. 

 Another important problem is poor communication. There 
is no information on government progress in terms of technological 
development, much less on how it can positively affect the business 
sector and entrepreneurship.  

 Innovation arises from strong institutions and free competition. 
In this regard, the private sector working with government institutions 
are essential.

 Technologies of the knowledge era could spark off sustainable 
growth for a country; however, the government, as a main agent , along 
with the public and private sectors need to work together to create new 
public policies to ensure their efficiency.

 Technological development is the result of several actions taken 
by companies, organizations, and public institutions. Guaranteeing 
that such development will be a benefit and not a detriment to society 
can only be done through the creation of new public policies that are 
based on the following guidelines:

• Technological development should be directly productive or it 
should aim towards fields with higher possibilities for productive 
application;

• Ensure that education and training are appropriate for 
production requirements, thus avoiding deficiencies in 
technological development;

• Create a macroeconomic context that favors the development of 
innovative activities;

• Analyze technological requirements for specific markets, 
products or regions.

Lina Ornelas 

William Halal 

“Governments would 
work better if they used 

market tools, similar 
to a corporation or a 

company, using new market 
mechanisms with a small 

government guide.”.
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Mexico must follow its own path

 In Mexico, the new strategy for technological development 
and public policies should concentrate on being able to consolidate 
its human resources. Furthermore, the country should create the 
appropriate culture for technological dissemination that builds the 
path towards innovation. Companies, scientific research centers, 
universities, and financial institutions will all participate in this process.

 Additionally, having the right conditions in the country 
to capitalize on our investment in technology will depend on good 
communication and coordination between organizations and 
institutions, on drafting policies that go hand in hand with creating 
new technical changes, and on the opening of international markets.

 Government should focus on specific activities and industries 
that have as core elements creativity and technological development.
When it comes to configuring innovative policies focused on 
technological development, there is no better influence for Mexico 
than following its own path. According to specialists, Mexico has the 
necessary requirements to be a leader, especially in sectors such as 
energy, agriculture, and the environment.
 
 In 10 or 20 years we will have endless information. Also, we are 
now up against the automation of professions, especially those that can 
be labeled as routine or technical. Creative work and entrepreneurship 
will continue to develop, as creativity is inherent human condition.
 
 We live in a world that struggles between being open or closed, 
between freely disclosing information and censorship. This is a world 
permeated by two generations: those on board with technological 
innovation, and those who would rather stay on shore. It is necessary 
to find a balance between both standpoints, between these two worlds. 
Otherwise, it will not be possible to gather the necessary conditions 
that allow us to dream. 

Rossana Fuentes Berain

Wesley David Sine

“Innovation arises from 
strong institutions and free 

competition”.
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Where the Internet of Things could lead Mexico

“Cybercrime causes a 
400 billion dollar flow 
worldwide per year”. 

Before looking ahead, it is essential to consolidate the already 
existing areas of opportunity linked to the Internet of things 
in Mexico, defined by the connectivity of networks, events and 

people.

 Improving issues such as online user and data security are top 
priorities. In this regard, the risk in transmitting information increases 
inasmuch as there is more connectivity. The amount of security has 
little or nothing to do with the country where the information is 
created, or where people surf the Internet, or purchase online.

 By 2020, and due to the Internet of things, there will be over 
50 billion devices connected. However, no standard security will be 
in place. This is of the utmost seriousness, as connectivity will reach 
unimaginable levels and the number of attacks will increase as years go 
by. 

Speakers:
Vladimiro de la Mora 

General Director, General Electric Mexico, Mexico 
Michelle Evans 

Head, Digital Consumer, Euromonitor, USA
Guillermo Rivero 

General Manager, Vice Mexico, Mexico 
Blanca Treviño

President and Chief Executive Officer, Softtek, Mexico 

Moderator:
Rossana Fuentes Berain

Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Mexico Media Lab, Mexico

Blanca Treviño
Rossana Fuentes Berain
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 Internet of things oriented platforms have begun to take 
security on devices seriously, binding manufacturers to provide 
software updates for this devices if they wish to attain compatibility (as 
is the case for Google or Apple, for example). 

Security in the Cloud, at Home, and in Your Pocket

 By 2017 the Internet of things will be the main host for 
cyberattacks, which will in turn force companies to take urgent 
measures to ensure security.

 Nowadays, 3 billion devices that are part of the Internet of things 
are the weakest link through which the cloud could be breached. So 
the strongest area of opportunity does not lie within the cloud’s set-up, 
but in the millions of remote devices that have access to information 
therein.

 In Mexico, the need to be connected at all times has generated 
an exponential growth in investments for solutions, platforms and 
devices related to the Internet of things, in such a way that there are 
great opportunities in the country. Last year, Mexican companies 
invested approximately 1.358 billion dollars; 534 million dollars came 
from the manufacturing industry, and 328 million dollars from the 
sector of logistics. Other activities, such as insurances, agribusinesses, 
and retail trade were also big promoters of the Internet of things.

Mexico in the Cloud

 In Mexico, e-commerce development has been inhibited due to 
the low amount of online shopping, mainly because there is a general 
conception it is not safe to buy through the Internet.

 Truthfully, there are not enough regulations at a global scale 
on this matter yet, and the risks, in some cases, have been catastrophic. 
As an example, we can see the one of the leaks of confidential 
information from the White House that, among other things, defined 
the last elections in the USA.
  
 Nonetheless, technology today plays a decisive role, as it allows 
for mobility, simplicity, and convenience among users. Overall, the 
Internet of things gives new opportunities for users, while modifying 
trends on Internet use, not only in Mexico, but worldwide.

Guillermo Rivero 

Michelle Evans 

Vladimiro de la Mora 
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 The ongoing technological development goes hand in hand 
with the reduction of manual labor and denying it would be both 
utopian and irresponsible. Governments, corporations, and key 
players in this sector have to be aware of this situation and come up 
with solutions.

 The Internet of things is turning into the Internet of everything, 
and it is up to us to make it available for users, governments, and the 
private industry.   

“In Mexico, the need to be 
connected at all times has 
generated an exponential 

growth in investments 
for solutions, platforms 
and devices related to 

the Internet of things, in 
such a way that there are 
great opportunities in the 

country”.
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Adolfo Babatz

Adolfo Babatz
Alberto Bello
Salomón Chertorivski Woldenberg
Álvaro Rodríguez Arregui
Diego Serebrisky
Marc Segura

Game changers and innovation: Getting to know
and hearing from the new technological generation in Mexico 

Speakers:
Adolfo Babatz
Co-founder and General Manager, CLIP, Mexico  
Salomón Chertorivski Woldenberg
Secretary for Economic Development, CDMX, Mexico  
Álvaro Rodríguez Arregui
General Manager, IGNIA Partners, Mexico  
Marc Segura
Founder and General Manager, Playbusiness, Mexico  
Diego Serebrisky
Managing Partner, Dalus Capital, Mexico  

Moderator:
Alberto Bello
Chief Editor for Business, Grupo Expansión, Mexico 

Mexico has great potential for innovation in technology. In 
Mexico City, 13,000 engineers graduate on average every 
year. Statistically speaking, it is the city with more graduate 

engineers in the world. This leads to the question: What does Mexico 
need in order to create a company like Amazon or PayPal? A survey 
conducted this year to determine the entrepreneurship skills of high 
school and university students revealed that Mexico City has more 
people willing to start their own business than other students on a 
global average. What is keeping them from starting their own company?

 There have been some isolated outbreaks, for example in 
Roma-Condesa there are over 400 startups involved in the creation 
of videogames or animated movies. Each startup has less than 5 
employees, but can develop parts of videogames or short animated 
movies; however, more help is needed to turn all these startups into 

“The entrepreneurship skill 
average in Mexico City is 

above the global average”. 



EMBARKING ON THE NEW TECHNOLOGICAL ERA: BUSINESS IMPLICATIONS

45

real companies. Entrepreneurs need better training and the State 
needs to do a better job at helping these startups grow, as well as an 
ecosystem that encourages both of these needs to be in place. 

 One of the problems is that there is not enough support from the 
government when it comes to paperwork, permits, avoiding closures, 
etc. The whole process needs to be simpler. For entrepreneurship to 
work, cooperation between entrepreneurs and investors is required, as 
well as a government that makes it easier for these two groups to work 
together. 

 Mexico has experienced many positive changes for 
entrepreneurs during the last five years. Around 30 seed funds have 
been started in Mexico, and recently, pension funds have invested in 
startups through CECADEs (capital development certificates) that 
can be traded in the stock market, to facilitate compliance with all 
necessary regulations for investment.

 Investing in startups is also a great way to create jobs. Big 
companies tend to improve their workflows and cut jobs over time as 
they become more efficient. In the case of investment from pension 
funds, a virtuous circle is created because their capital is used to create 
more jobs.

 One of the most common bottlenecks for startups in Mexico is 
running into monopolies or industries where there is no competition. 
Startups that wish to innovate in industries where there is a monopoly 
or a duopoly find themselves unable to compete and the COFECE 
(Federal Commission for Economic Competition) often does not help 
enough to enable competition in these industries.

 An example of this is online payments. Mexican banks do not 
accept online payments with debit cards because there is no competitive 
incentive for them to do so.

 The country also needs more success stories to encourage 
young people to follow the path of entrepreneurship. Despite having 
several prosperous startups, people in Mexico often believe that 
starting a fruitful company is very rare. This success stories need to be 
more widely discussed to become part of popular knowledge. 

 Unlike other countries, big conglomerates in Mexico do not 
acquire startups, which make it very difficult to get investment beyond 
the initial seed rounds. As an example, Apple has acquired around 60 
startups in recent years, whereas Mexican conglomerates have acquired 
close to zero.  

Marc Segura

Álvaro Rodríguez Arregui

Salomón Chertorivski Woldenberg
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Alberto Bello

Diego Serebrisky

 There is a cultural barrier at the corporate level: Mexican 
enterprises do not consider the role innovation has. In other 
countries, it is normal for companies to have entire business units in 
charge of monitoring emerging technologies and trying to tell which 
new technologies they can take advantage of. This is true for both 
technology companies and even the most traditional ones such as 
insurances.

 Tax rates are another detractor from corporate investment 
in Mexico. Investments in stock markets are taxed at 10%, while 
investments in startups are taxed at 30%. Policy makers need to address 
this tax difference. 

 Universities in Mexico do not promote entrepreneurship and 
patent creation. Research is rarely turned into successful products or 
businesses. An example of this is the vaccine against cocaine addiction 
developed in a CONACYT research center, and that is yet to be 
commercialized. 

 Part of the problem is that innovation, rather than being 
regarded as necessary, is only seen as desirable or as an aspiration. Most 
of the big conglomerates in Mexico were created through concessions, 
sometimes illegal. This prevents people from thinking of startups as a 
path towards generating wealth.

 A change in perspective is also necessary in regards to 
entrepreneurs. Failure is generally seen in a negative light and not as 
a normal part of entrepreneurship. Investors need to understand this, 
and identify themselves as part of the company. The failure of a startup 
should be seen as the failure of both entrepreneur and investors.

“Research is rarely turned 
into successful products or 

businesses”.

“Financing is no longer 
a problem. Finding good 
projects is harder than 

finding money”.
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“What we need today are 
technicians to change the 
mindset to have the talent 

we need”.

“The only ones who 
generate jobs are small and 
medium entrepreneurs, the 

big ones will disappear”. 

What is Mexico doing to prepare for the jobs
of the 21st century economy?

The current economic model needs more and better professionals 
to face the technological revolution that has brought great 
changes, among them the unemployment rate caused by the 

automation and robotization of industrial processes.

 Mexico faces additional important issues, such as informality 
and new generations assimilating labor. Currently, all companies need 
to deal with workers from different generations: baby boomers, the X 
generation, millennials, and they will eventually have to integrate the 
Z generation.

 Millennials have different motivations when it comes to work. 
Some of their preferences are: home office, commuting options 
between cities or countries, flexible work schedules, and other 
compensations. All these need to be taken into consideration when 
thinking about Mexican companies’ needs. 

Speakers: 
Salvador Alva

President, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico
Javier Elguea Solís

Director of the Education Program, Fundación Carlos Slim, Mexico
Manuel Herrera Vega

National President, CONCAMIN, Mexico
Nora Villafuerte

Vice President Human Resources, Nestlé México, Mexico

Moderator:
Luis Alberto Aziz Checa

Founding Partner, Aziz & Kaye Business Law, Mexico

Luis Alberto Aziz Checa 
Salvador Alva

Javier Elguea Solís
Manuel Herrera Vega

Nora Villafuerte
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There are six main issues to focus on:

1) Avoiding unemployment caused by artificial intelligence and 
robotization

2) Helping people suffering from unemployment
3) Abilities on which the Mexican educational system needs to focus 

to face future requirements
4) The role of vocational education 
5) Ensuring cooperation between the government and the private 

sector in order to achieve economical development.
6) How businesses have to adapt to new generations of workers

 Facing this fourth industrial revolution represents a challenge 
and an opportunity. The demographic bonus is a condition that is 
not going to happen again any time soon and that provides a huge 
competitive advantage to Mexico, because young people are more likely 
to adapt to change. It is necessary to take into account the different 
realities of the country. Actions need to be taken to fight inequality so 
that everyone can have access to the sources of work that require them.

 High level discussion groups have been created; they integrate 
private and public sectors, as well as unions. These groups focus on four 
main aspects: competitiveness and productivity, innovation, productive 
chains and talent generation. 

 The current system needs to provide enough human capital for 
the development of the country. It is necessary to pay attention to the 
areas that need collaboration between industry and academia in order 
to increase useful knowledge. Universities do not know industry needs, 
and that creates human capital deficit.

 It is necessary to create a real connection between the 
industrial sector and academic institutions. Dual training continues to 
be a present idea, but it is seldom implemented because of the lack 
of communication between the two sectors. A labor legislation that 
allows flexibility in the interaction between academia and business is 
required.

 Mexico needs technicians and engineers to fulfill the 
requirements of a manufacturing country. It is also crucial to change 
the mindset in which having a bachelor’s degree is more important 
than having any other type of training. Technical training also emerges 
as a great tool that is often underestimated due to the academic degree 
involved.

Manuel Herrera Vega

Salvador Alva

Javier Elguea Solís
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 A new era is coming: in a society of knowledge the most valuable 
thing is to have ideas, rather than raw materials or financial services. 
The biggest sources of wealth are universities and innovation centers.

 Mexico needs universities that promote research in order to 
transform technological transfer into a profitable activity. The future 
lies in innovation and fostering the development of ideas is a key factor 
in the development of any country in today’s world.

 The educational model in Mexico has to change. The world 
is facing an era of digital culture that generates inequality at an 
educational level. It is essential to find a way in which the private 
sector, the government, and educational institutions can collaborate 
so that everyone has access to education. Through new technologies 
it is possible to bring training to the population in nontraditional but 
highly enriching ways for people who do not have access to formal 
education.

 Although important structural reforms have been implemented, 
they must ensure that the labor market can be provided with the 
resources to be competitive worldwide, and thus create growth. The 
business sector demands greater incentives for hiring staff, as well as 
more flexible hiring schemes such as project contracts.

Luis Alberto Aziz Checa

Nora Villafuerte

“The inequality generated 
by poverty should not be 

fought with charity, instead 
it needs to be fought with 
the creation of sustainable 

jobs.” 
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Luis Miguel González 
Bradley Betts
Eduardo Cepeda
Guillermo Güemez Sarre
Gerardo Obregón 
Roni Michaely

How to make Fintech a tool for social
development and growth in Mexico 

Fintechs have been a topic of debate in every financial meeting 
around the globe. When people talk about fintechs, they usually 
contemplate on the one hand, the lack of regulations in the 

sector and how they may or may not affect traditional banking; and on 
the other, they consider the threat they can represent to their clients 
due to the instability and risk.

 Fintechs are disrupting the financial ecosystem. The application 
this technology uses greatly affects the way a market works. An example 
of modern disruptive innovation is the Internet, which has altered the 
way companies do business and which has had a negative impact on 
companies that have been unwilling to adopt change. 

Speakers:
Bradley Betts
Managing Director, Global Equity Research Team, Blackrock, USA
Eduardo Cepeda
Chairman of the administration board and Managing Director, JP Morgan 
Mexico, Mexico
Guillermo Güemez Sarre
Innovation Managing Director, Grupo Financiero Banorte, Mexico
Roni Michaely 
Rudd Family Professor of Finance, Johnson Graduate School of 
Management, Cornell University, USA
Gerardo Obregón
Founder and General Manager, Prestadero, Mexico

Moderator:
Luis Miguel González
Editorial Director, El Economista, Mexico

“Fintechs are not here 
to replace banking, but 
rather to make financial 
processes less intricate 
and easier to access.”.
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Guillermo Güemez Sarre

Bradley Betts

Eduardo Cepeda

 From crowdsourcing to mobile payments, there has never been 
as much financial choice for entrepreneurs as there is today. It has 
never been cheaper to start up your business, or to expand it.

Fintech covers a number of large areas:
 

• Capital provisioning:  debt and equity 
• Investment and trading
• Transfer and payments
• Insurance
• Unbanked/Under-banked: people or businesses that have poor 

access to financial services. The unbanked are those who do not 
have a bank account, and the underbanked those who have bank 
accounts but mainly rely on non-bank solutions for their basic 
financial needs, including savings, deposits, payments, security, 
access to credit, convenience, etc. 

 Fintechs are not here to replace banking, but rather to 
make financial processes less intricate and easier to access. Financial 
transactions can be easier with the use of fintechs, as long as we are 
certain that our money is on the right hands and, of course, this is 
not always a feasible thing to do. That is why it is essential to have 
regulations.

 Another thing that makes fintechs appealing is that they hold 
large amounts of information and algorithm development that allows 
lenders to lower costs, and to expand into new markets with minimal 
bank presence; besides, it makes it easier for people to have access 
to bank accounts, credits, loans, and investments. Another significant 
benefit fintech companies offer is lowering international transfer fees, 
which are currently around 8% in traditional banks. 

 This is why banks need to invest on technology and create 
partnerships with fintech to keep up with changes and to consolidate 
banking relations with the new partakers. Banks will have to offer 
cheaper, faster, and safer services to keep their clients. Banks will 
not completely disappear, but we will see a further growth in the 
consolidation of existing banking institutions. The services that are 
currently being offered are going to change entirely.

 In Mexico, banks are already creating platforms to 
interconnect and operate with fintechs. However, it has not been so 
far a straightforward process, as customers are still adapting to new 
technologies. 
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 Incidentally, underlying bitcoin technology can also be applied 
in ways that go well beyond virtual currency; it is a globally distributed 
ledger that can record information on anything that is valuable, and 
it is efficiently reliable as it can be verified online, allowing for secure 
interactions between strangers.

 Besides the network corroborating these exchanges, fintechs 
need to be regulated by governments. In Mexico and the United 
States, banks and fintechs are working to make this happen as soon as 
possible. They are looking to have a space in which they can operate 
with the same conditions, but with different rules.
 
 Fintechs still have to mature, and they are doing so at a fast 
pace; they are not ready yet, but they are moving forward to become 
the core of big companies, providing better offers as markets are 
already changing. 

Luis Miguel González

Roni Michaely 

Gerardo Obregón
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Getting smarter faster about cyber and digital security:
How government and corporations could do more and better

Cyber security is becoming more important every day. With 
millions of attacks every year, an average of 100 successful 
ones per company per month and an even greater number of 

threats that go undetected, cybersecurity can no longer continue to be 
ignored. 75% of companies believe they are doing enough to prevent 
cyber-attacks, and only 17% think cyber security should be a priority. 
51% of cyber-attacks are detected more than a month after they occur, 
and 17% are detected after a year.

 Most efforts to prevent cyber-attacks focus on external intrusions. 
However, most current threats start from within the company. With 
mobile phones, Wi-Fi networks, and VPNs becoming more popular in 
business, the protection perimeter is getting harder to define, making 
the task of preventing intrusions more difficult. Security protocols rely 
mostly on protecting against known attacks. This is a necessary but 
inadequate measure, since creating new forms of malware is getting 
increasingly easier and has now reached a point where even amateur 
hackers can create new forms of attacks not been seen before.

Speakers:
Yves Betz
General Manager, Global Corporate, Zurich Mexico, Mexico 
Ulises Castillo Hernández
Manager of Security Division, Telmex (Scitum), Mexico  
Vitaly Shmatikov
Professor of Computer Science, Cornell Tech, USA  

Moderator:
Juan Sadurni
Managing Partner, Accenture Digital, Accenture Mexico, Mexico  

“Only 6% of SMEs believe 
they are protected against 

cyber-attacks.”

 “95% of failures in cyber 
security are human, not 

technological.”                         

Yves Betz
Ulises Castillo Hernández
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Juan Sadurni

Vitaly Shmatikov

 Regarding technology, the main concern is the lack of 
protection for information in cloud based platforms or in data centers. 
Many companies wrongly believe that cloud providers protect them 
from cyberattacks, but in most cases, protection is sold separately, and 
advanced protection methods often need to be implemented based 
on corporate specific needs. Software developers seldom take security 
into consideration when developing custom solutions for businesses, 
further increasing the risk of an attack.

 Most efforts in cyber security are focused on technology, but 
this is not only a technology problem. 90% of failures in preventing 
attacks are due to human error. Training employees on how to prevent 
cyberattacks is often a very low priority and business processes for cyber 
security are usually not mature enough to prevent them. Many security 
breaches start with phishing e-mails that allow attackers to have access 
to secure networks once an employee inside the company opens one 
of these emails. Stolen laptops or mobile phones with VPN access are 
the biggest source of threats. Attackers are constantly looking for the 
weakest links in security processes, and because of the lack of training, 
these tend to be the people involved.

 In recent years, Zurich has started offering insurance to protect 
companies against cyber-attacks. Their greatest challenge is to quantify 
risk. To do so, they look at what the company is doing to protect itself. 
First, they assess the technology side (firewalls, antivirus, etc.), then, 
they examine physical protection in their premises. Most importantly, 
they take a look at the business processes involved and they sometimes 
even hire external consultants to perform penetration testing. 

 The key points they look for are: identification, protection, 
detection, response, and recovery, the latter being the most critical 
aspect. Companies must have contingency plans to recover from cyber-
attacks, and they must have processes that ensure that plans will be kept 
up to date and that they are approved by all business units involved.

 Another challenge in cybersecurity is identifying where attacks 
are originated. Threats are anonymous and tend to be very hard to 
track down. Attacker profiles have changed dramatically in recent 
years, and now include large groups of organized crime and State-
sponsored hackers. Modern attack patterns follow business networks 
instead of cyber-networks. This means that when targeting a company, 
they will first attack its suppliers who are often not as well protected; 
taking advantage of the connections between both companies. Many 
times all it takes for the attacker to gain access to a secure network is 
for someone working for a large multinational corporation to open an 
e-mail from a supplier that has been previously compromised. 
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 This is particularly important for Mexican companies who are 
now being targeted because they are suppliers of US companies. This 
also means that cyber security should be a concern even for small or 
medium sized companies. However, a survey conducted by Zurich 
recently revealed that only 6% of SMEs believe they have adequate 
protection against cyber-attacks, 70% think cyber security is one of 
their top risks, but only 20-30% have people in charge of cyber security.

 Another problem in this field is the lack of specialized resources. 
Globally, there are over one million job openings that cannot be filled 
because there are not enough persons with sufficient cyber security 
knowledge. There are no concrete numbers for the Mexican market, 
but the gap in the country is estimated to be around 5,000 people. 
Some universities offer degrees in information security, but they do 
not cover cyber security topics in enough depth. La Salle University 
will be the first university in Mexico to offer a degree in cyber security, 
starting on January 2017.

“The biggest source of 
cyber-attacks is through 

cellphones”. 
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Juan Carlos Cortés

José Eduardo Calzada Rovirosa

Addressing the technology challenge in
the agro sector to compete better at the global level 

Speakers:
José Eduardo Calzada Rovirosa
Secretary of Agriculture, Mexico  
Juan Carlos Cortés 
CEO National Agricultural, Rural, Forestry and Fisheries Development 
Fund, Mexico  
Rodrigo Riestra Piña,
Secretary of Rural Development from the State of Puebla, Mexico   
Marcelo Melchior
President and Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Nestlé Mexico, Mexico 

Moderator:
Félix Martínez Cabrera
President of ANICAFE, Vice President of CNA for development programs 
of the Mexican Tropic, Council Secretary of Pronatura Veracruz, Mexico

One of the main challenges humanity will face in the near future 
is food supply. By 2050, a 60% rise is expected in food demand, 
while world population is predicted to reach 9.7 billion. In a 

global context, the planet faces big challenges, such as global warming 
and lack of arable lands. 

 The World Economic Forum places food supply as one of the 
most important challenges for humanity. Mexico is going through 
hard times, but the international scene reveals the need to turn to the 
agricultural and livestock sectors, as well as to invest in them.
 
 Mexico joined the GATT (General Agreements on Tariffs 
and Trade) in the eighties and with the incorporation to NAFTA the 
country began to participate in the global market of the agro sector 
with good results.

Félix Martínez Cabrera
Rodrigo Riestra Piña
José Eduardo Calzada Rovirosa
Juan Carlos Cortés 
Marcelo Melchior
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Félix Martínez Cabrera

Rodrigo Riestra Piña

Marcelo Melchior

 By the first trimester of this year, Mexico reported a historical 
growth in the agricultural sector. This was all possible due to the 
implementation of new priorities: focusing on innovation, specialization 
and mechanization, market opening, and investing in infrastructure.
Throughout time, youths and women have not been a great part of 
the agricultural sector. On one hand, there are 7 million workers in 
the primary sector, but only 13% are women. On the other hand, the 
average age of agricultural workers is between 50 and 55. Mexican 
fields could use younger workers. 
 
 Increasing value and not quantity has been a main priority in 
agricultural and agro-industrial sectors. In previous years, production 
has been particularly careful with sanitization standards, creating a 
good reputation among consumers. International affairs are currently 
being enforced, raised, and certified in order to achieve valuable 
production.

 Furthermore, thanks to the financial reform, drastic changes 
are being made. Some of these include: low fees, changes in financial 
support for small agricultural producers, new technologies, more 
credits for small producers, old technology substitution, and client 
support.

 Mexico offers the world around 32 products: cocoa, vanilla, 
squash, tomato, corn, avocado, mango, and berries, among many 
others. Only in the United States, 70 million dollars are reported as a 
daily income from food supplies. After the United States, Canada, the 
European Union, Japan, Korea and China are the top consumers of 
Mexican agricultural products.

 The only way in which agricultural and agro-industrial can 
thrive is by reducing or getting rid of intermediaries in production 
and sale. In other words, workers must directly sell their products to 
consumers. This will bring benefits and profit. Finally, teamwork will 
trigger a faster and tangible economic growth. 

“One of the challenges 
humankind will face by 

2050 will be the increase in 
food production by 60%”.





strategic 
industries and 
high growth 

potential 
sectors
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Pedro Velasco 
Gerardo Gutiérrez Candiani
Rafael Moreno Valle
Jacques Rogozinski

5% growth in 2018:
Achievable or not? At what conditions?

Speakers:
Gerardo Gutiérrez Candiani
Director of the Federal Authority for the Development in Special Economic 
Areas (AFDZEE), Mexico  
Rafael Moreno Valle
Constitutional Governor, Puebla, Mexico  
Jacques Rogozinski
General Director, Nacional Financiera, Mexico 

Moderator:
Pedro Velasco, Socio
Partner, Santamarina y Steta, Mexico

Mexico is a very rich country: it holds the resources, the people 
and the institutions to boost growth. Nevertheless, the income 
the government obtains is not used in the right areas and 

there is a great waste in public expenditure. 

 Furthermore, it is necessary to improve productivity and 
competitiveness, as it is essential in order to support national growth. 
According to the World Economic Forum, Mexico ranks 52nd out of 
131 nations in competitiveness. In terms of innovation, we are ranked 
71st; and 72nd on higher education and training; this comes to show 
our laggard on a global scale.
  
 Likewise, we need to acknowledge that there are ‘two different 
Mexicos’ with entirely different realities: one where there is progress, 
investment, employment and many opportunities; and another (south, 
southeast) in which extreme poverty prevails. 

“It is necessary to 
improve productivity and 

competitiveness. According 
to the World Economic 

Forum, Mexico ranks 52nd 
out of 131 nations in 

competitiveness. In terms of 
innovation, we are ranked 
71st; and 72nd on higher 
education and training”.
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Rafael Moreno Valle

Gerardo Gutiérrez Candiani

 External issues are held responsible for restraining progress in 
Mexico. There are factors that directly influence certain key areas of 
the economy, but it is necessary to look inwards and solve our own 
problems prior to looking outwards.

 A 5% growth by 2018 cannot be our goal if we consider we 
had had a 2.5% growth over recent years. But we can still make the 
situation better and achieve this in a medium term. In order to do so, 
we have to make some changes in the public sector, such as controlling 
foreign and domestic debt, increasing investment in basic services, and 
reduce spending. All this, along with the following factors would boost 
growth in Mexico:

• Achieving macro economical stability with low inflation
• Implementing structural reforms that foster individual and 

community development
• Strengthening of the internal market
• Generating productive infrastructure (highways, railways, 

airports)
• Fostering the creation of new companies (technology 

development)
• Boosting fiscal incentives (productivity and employment)
• Simplifying and regulating business procedures
• Formalizing and giving institutions professional status
• Incorporating into global value chains
• Developing policies for long term regional development
• Taking advantage of the 12 free trade agreements Mexico 

currently holds with over 45 countries.

 A severe problem our country faces is the lack of trust on public 
officials and public institutions. This also happens with entrepreneurs 
who do not trust others to form partnerships, which makes the growth 
process very difficult and slow. 

 To amend this situation and make our country reach higher 
levels, we have to put an end to insecurity and bring corruption levels 
down. If we reinforce our security system, offering better salaries to 
police officers and providing them with proper training, corruption 
levels would certainly decrease.

 One of the most important foundations of our economy is the 
energy sector, and we are still having problems keeping it up. That is 
why we need to look at the global environment and take decisive steps 
in the reforms we are implementing to take advantage of the wealth of 
energy resources this country has to offer. 
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Pedro Velasco

Jacques Rogozinski

 Additionally, education is another area in which we need to 
focus. People need to be equipped with the knowledge to confront 
changes, compete with others, and have the correct tools to achieve 
their goals. With education comes innovation. Nowadays, people need 
to be open to novelty, to know what is changing, to learn about new 
types of technology and different methods to make their way towards 
growth and success, thereby creating new ideas and offering services 
the market requires. 

 Although we have already mentioned we mainly need to focus 
on domestic problems, there is no doubt that some external situations 
certainly do not benefit our own development. As an example, the 
current US situation is not promising; their public and private debt 
has significantly risen over the last decades. And being Mexico’s main 
business partner, things are not looking great for both parties.

 The present situation is giving us the chance to understand 
that we need to take off and that we actually have the power to do so, 
in spite of the promised growth seeming impossible. We have a long 
way to go to reinforce our infrastructures, SMEs, internal market, and 
institutions, but it is the only way we can generate the levels of growth, 
investment, and employment this country demands. 
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High growth potential: Aerospace

Speakers:
Andrey Boginsky

Vice minister of Industry and Commerce, Russian Federation  
Frédéric Garcia

President, Airbus Group México, Mexico  
Donna Hrinak

President for Latin America, Boeing International, Mexico  
Daniel Parfait

President, Safran Mexico, Mexico 
Jean Séguin

President, Bombardier Aerostructures and Engineering Services, Canada  

Moderator:
Hugo Domínguez

Associate Editor, Grupo Expansión, Mexico 

“Mexico can take 
advantage of its expertise 
in flat screen, textile, and 
auto part production to 

specialize in the production 
of airplane interiors”. 

“Aerospace is the sector 
with most dynamism in 
the Mexican industry”.

The aeronautical industry is not necessarily related to the 
number of airplanes, but rather to the size of the market. The 
forecasted value for the next 20 years in the niche of airplanes 

with more than 100 seats is of 5.9 trillion dollars. Manufacturing of 
parts represents up to 70% of an airplane, which means that Mexico 
has a potential of almost 3.5 trillion dollars, roughly 2.5 times its Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). Since Mexico currently produces about 
5% of parts, a reasonable goal in this sector for the next 20 years is 
to increase part manufacturing two-fold. This increase would lead to 
exports worth around 350 billion dollars yearly, more than five times 
what other development strategies such as the Energy Reform - which 
estimated 60 billion dollars of direct investment in Mexico - forecast.
 
 The aerospace industry is the second fastest growing sector 
in Mexico, only after the automotive business. However, 90% of the 
approximately 300 aerospace firms that operate in Mexico are foreign 
companies that have decided to set up manufacturing in the country. 

Hugo Domínguez
Andrey Boginsky

Frédéric Garcia
Daniel Parfait
Donna Hrinak

Jean Séguin
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Donna Hrinak

Andrey Boginsky

Frédéric Garcia

 The biggest challenge right now is to transform existing clusters 
into true ecosystems where there is true cooperation between Mexican 
and multinational companies. This can only be achieved if Mexico 
has a global vision for the aerospace industry. Mexico needs to decide 
where it wants to go into the future and create long term policies for 
the sector thinking at least 20 years ahead.

 For example, instead of considering engine manufacturing - 
which would mean starting from scratch - Mexico can take advantage 
of its production capabilities in flat screens, textiles, and auto parts 
to specialize in manufacturing aircraft interiors and become a global 
leader in this field. 

 This requires the creation of clusters, centers that bring 
companies, governments, and the research and education sectors 
together in a single place. It is important for local governments in 
different states to avoid competition amongst themselves, and instead 
work together to compete against countries like China or India. 
For example, Chihuahua has great added value in aviation systems 
and Querétaro has added value in aerostructures. These parts come 
together to supply Mexican components for planes such as the Mexican 
presidential plane, a Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, where all the wiring, 
and parts of the landing gear, brakes, and other components, are all 
manufactured in Mexico.

 Right now there are very few companies involved in the 
aerospace industry. Manufacturing is very complicated and there 
are only a handful of multinational companies that are up to the 
challenge. However, this is starting to change. In the next 20 or 30 
years there will be a lot more companies in the industry such as SpaceX 
or Blue Origins, and even companies that have not been founded yet 
will become important players in the sector. The pace of technological 
innovation is increasing rapidly and the industry needs to adapt to 
it. For existing companies, this means that they have to keep up with 
all new technologies and invest in more specialized training for their 
employees. For new companies, this means there will be new areas of 
opportunity to get started in this industry. 
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Hugo Domínguez

Daniel Parfait

Jean Séguin

 The aeronautical industry is unique because of the lifespan of 
its components. Most of them must be designed to work properly for at 
least 40 years. This applies to all parts of the plane, not just the engines. 
This is why Mexico needs to implement production strategies that keep 
track of the lifecycle of a part, all the way from its manufacture, up to 
its disposal. This is what the Mexican industry is missing and this is the 
reason why specialized training and workforce are very important, as 
success stories show.

 Safran, the multinational French company, has 11 
manufacturing plants in Mexico with almost 6000 employees, including 
over 300 engineers. They must train their staff many months in advance 
in preparation to begin production of their new engine in February 
2017.

 Bombardier is an example of a company with a similar strategy. 
Having a higher education center specialized in the aeronautical 
industry was one of their conditions to begin manufacturing in 
Mexico. The result was the Aeronautic University in Querétaro, where 
a significant part of the specialized workforce is trained. However, for 
future development of this industry in Mexico, technicians are not 
enough, engineers are also required. 
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High growth potential: Renewable energy

Speakers:
John L. Petersen
Founder and President, The Arlington Institute, USA 
Gilberto Marín Quintero
President and CEO, Impulsora Latinoamericana de Energía Renovable, 
Mexico 
Rubén Kraiem
Partner, Covington & Burling LLP, USA 
Alejandro Espinosa Calderón 
Member of the Board, licore, Mexico 

Moderator:
Yaël Smadja
Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja, USA

Mexico recently became a groundbreaking country for 
investments in renewable energy. Currently, 20% of the 
energy consumed is produced by renewable energy. Domestic 

and foreign policies are fostering conditions and legislations in order 
to gradually turn into a clean energy country.  Although, some of the 
main threats are bureaucracy, the lack of interest in moving apart from 
fossil fuels, the lack of investment in research, and low prices on fossil 
fuels due to subsidies.

 By law, Mexico is bound to accomplish some goals to no longer 
depend on fossil fuels. On a local scale, laws related to structural 
reforms, and on a global scale, the Paris agreement, are both pointing 
towards a clear objective: 50% of clean energy by 2050.

 

“What kind of planet do 
we want for our children? 
It is essential to educate 
new generations and for 
Mexico to little by little 

un-bureaucratize the 
energy reform and be very 

pragmatic”. 

John L. Petersen
Gilberto Marín Quintero
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Rubén Kraiem

 Clean energies produced by the sun, the wind, Earth’s internal 
heat, and even urban waste, are the future of Mexican investments to 
generate energy in the future. Fossil fuels can no longer fulfill current 
and upcoming demand, partly because of their high cost, and partly 
because of their contribution to global climate change.

 Investments in production, storage, materials investigation, 
distribution, automation, and use of energy, translate into technological 
development; this will lead to accomplishing ambitious environmental 
goals. At the moment, some of the trends around the world in 
technological studies are related to fuel cells, graphene, black energy, 
and cold fusion. Market studies show that by 2020, Mexico may no 
longer be technologically dependent on other countries. It all depends 
on policies and investments to make this happen.

 Futurology is the study of all futures: possible, probable, and 
preferable. Futurology does with to future what history does to the past. 
At the moment, society is experiencing a new era in which changes are 
structural. Experts agree that everything will be electric in 10 years.

 Technological development is tangible, some of the most 
resembling developments in terms of generating electricity are:

• Solar and wind energy: fuel cells
• Wastage: using waste as an energy source; an anaerobic oven 

that turns gas into electric energy. Two benefits come from this: 
reducing wastelands and generating electricity.

• Geothermic energy: heat from the Earth’s core, which can reach 
up to 4000° C. Hot extracted minerals boil water in order to 
make turbines work.

• Tidal energy: constant tide movement can produce electric 
energy.

• Cold fusion: low energy nuclear fusions.  It is now widely accepted 
by science and products can currently be found in the market.

• Graphene: carbon nanoparticles. A layer of superconductive 
carbon atoms can be used and it is not resistant to electricity.

 There are already success cases of Mexican investments in 
sustainable business. BioBaby, the second largest diaper producer in 
Mexico, manufactures 500 million diapers per month. This company 
is powered by wind energy for its production and does not depend on 
fossil energies, making it a sustainable enterprise. Yaël Smadja

Alejandro Espinosa Calderón
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 Subsidies on fossil energies are considered one of the biggest 
threats on renewable energies. Historically, Mexico has subsidized 
fossil energies through Pemex. Low prices on these energies are no 
match against the prices of clean technologies that have not received 
enough support in previous administrations. 

 We must not have a catastrophic standpoint due to the current 
US election. The nation’s administrators are not authorized to 
abandon international agreements such as the recent Paris meeting 
(UNCC21) concerning global commitment against global warming. 
The US signed the agreement for the next 4 years and the country’s 
administrators does not have the legal power to undo this agreement.

“Renewable energies are 
not subsidized. If fossil 

fuels were not subsidized, 
costs would be truly 

high, allowing renewable 
energies to compete against 

them”.
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Lorenzo Lazo Margain
Miguel Alemán Magnani

Yolanda Perdomo
Carlos Joaquín González

Rubén Gerardo Corona González

High growth potential: Tourism

Speakers:
Miguel Alemán Magnani

Executive President, Interjet, Mexico
Rubén Gerardo Corona González

Undersecretary of Innovation and Tourism Development, Mexico
Carlos Joaquín González

Constitutional Governor of Quintana Roo, Mexico
Yolanda Perdomo

Director of the program ‘Miembros Aliados’ (United Members), WTO, 
Spain

Moderator:
Lorenzo Lazo Margain

Partner Director, Alemán Velasco y Asociados, Mexico

“In 2015, the country 
received 32 million tourists 

from abroad”.
When people know each other, differences fade away. When 

people are tolerant, it is because they know how others live 
and how they can live in peace together with others. This is 

perhaps the magic of tourism, the great force this sector has is that it is 
developed by the people and for the people. 

Tourism in Mexico: How and where to move forward 
 
 Mexico is ranked as one of the best places on tourism worldwide. 
In 2015, the country moved up from 10th to 9th position ‒in terms 
of visitors- and received 32 million tourists from abroad. These are 
very good news, as it represents a 9% growth rate per year, whereas 
the worldwide growth average is 5%. The first semester of this year, 
tourism has grown 4%, compared to 2015. This sector has benefited in 
our country from dollar and euro exchange rates.

  

“It is essential for the 
federal government to 

work in close coordination 
with the local authorities 

and the private sector 
to develop specialized 

products”. 
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Carlos Joaquín González

Miguel Alemán Magnani

Rubén Gerardo Corona González

 Mexico has gone up from ranking 21st up to the 16th position 
on tourism incomes. This translates to an 18 billion dollar per year 
income. Although progress has been good, we still have the opportunity 
to do better in this area. 

 Not only foreign visitors are essential for this industry: 87% 
of tourism is domestic, which must not be disregarded. We need to 
develop concepts similar to ‘Pueblos Mágicos’ (Magical Towns) to 
promote new tourist routes. 

 Tourism is a dynamic sector that generates employment and 
turnover. As a matter of fact, this is the third source of income in our 
country and the most visible picture Mexico gives to the world. For that 
reason, tourism requires constant investment; accordingly, spending 
should not be cut in this area. It is essential for the federal government 
to work in close coordination with the local authorities and the private 
sector to develop specialized products. 

In order to further foster tourism, we need to pay attention to six 
important areas:

1) Infrastructure:
• We need to secure it and keep developing it.
• It is directly linked to connectivity. 
• There are some untapped airports which we could take 

advantage of; where there is an airport, the local growth is 
inevitable. 

2) Connectivity:
• There are isolated areas that need roads to facilitate access.
• Without connectivity, destinations are not appealing. 
• The new “clear skies” regulation fosters free competition 

among airlines, which offers affordable rates for everyone. 

3) Financing:
• Big hotels, airplane acquisitions, etc. 
• Crossed investments; between regions and between public 

and private capital. 
• Not be reliant on State investment only.
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Lorenzo Lazo Margain

Yolanda Perdomo

4) Touristic products:
• Keeping leadership in this area depends on creating new 

products.
• We need to go beyond the “sun and beach” products; we need 

to explore other areas of tourism, such as cultural, religious, 
health, nature, adventure, conferences, and conventions, etc.

• We should have a touristic offer that targets recurrent visitors, 
who are the core of a solid industry. 

5) Government support:
• Allow and ensure the arrival of investment.
• Make the procedures for licences faster.  
• Fight corruption by reducing bureaucratic procedures. 
• Promoting and communicating by addressing different 

sectors.
• Quality public services for those who work in tourism, as they 

are the individuals who make the competitive difference with 
other destinations. 

1) Safety:
• There is the real safety and safety as perceived by visitors; both 

have a direct impact on their decisions.
• Tourism is one the most resilient sectors when it comes to 

safety; visitors come back within a few months.
• A safety conflict could economically devastate a tourist 

destination.
• Positive publicity and communication campaigns can mitigate 

negative information that could have been generated in the 
past. 

 Fostering of tourism is a key spot in national economic growth. 
This is why we should work on strengthening this sector to gain 
investors’ trust. This will make us take into account the “millennials,” 
who not only have different needs, but also use new applications that 
are changing the market. 
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High growth potential: Automotive

Speakers:
Carlos Luna
Director of Government relations, Volkswagen Mexico, Mexico 
Juan Francisco Torres Landa
Associate, Hogan Lovells BSTL, Mexico
Alexander Wehr
President and General Manager, BMW Group México, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Mexico

Moderator:
Hugo Domínguez
Editor, Revista Manufactura, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

Automotive is the crown jewel of Mexico’s manufacturing sector. 
It not only benefits its direct suppliers, it also positively affects 
17 other sectors, such as plastics, metallurgical and electronics. 

700,000 direct jobs and almost 2 million indirect jobs together depend 
on this industry. 

 Mexico has been experiencing an automotive boom since 2008. 
In the last 8 years, OEM’s have made over 15 billion dollars; we should 
add to this figure the turnover coming from the auto parts. 

 In 2015, the country reached a record figure on production: 
3.5 million cars, 80% of which were exported. The goal for 2020 is 
to produce 5 millions, this would place Mexico as the fifth largest 
producer worldwide. 

“Autonomous cars already 
exist and are now running; 
their expansion could help 
reduce car accidents, and 

even recover 30% of urban 
infrastructure”.

“700,000 direct jobs and 
almost 2 million indirect 

jobs depend on the 
automotive industry”.
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Carlos Luna

Juan Francisco Torres Landa

 The arrival of Volkswagen in 1954 brought along an automotive 
cluster in Puebla, today this sector provides 25% of the local GDP. BMW 
began building a factory in San Luis Potosí this year, and is expected to 
have similar results for that region. 

 For Mexico, this is a prosperous outlook, even though after the 
results of US elections, perspective could change. Donald Trump has 
specifically mentioned this sector on several occasions. He has insisted 
on reconsidering moving back some factories to his country to create 
more jobs. Mexico plays a vital role in this market: many companies 
open factories because of the benefits it offers through NAFTA.

 Nonetheless, a decision like this -cancelling the NAFTA or 
moving the automotive sector back to the US- cannot be made hastily. 
The trilateral exchange in North America has quadrupled since the 
treaty started. Trade between Mexico and the US increased six times 
and 530 billion dollars were invested last year. Mexico is the third 
commercial partner of the US.

 An automotive part crosses in average eight times the US-Mexico 
border before its completion, therefore, if commercial conditions were 
to change, there would be a collapse in the production chain of this 
sector and in the entire related industry. This would leave 6 million US 
citizens unemployed overnight. This idea of taking jobs back to the US 
is not feasible, due to the substantial difference in salaries -around 17 
dollars per hour difference-. We would also have to add the new tax 
tariff, which would be around 2.5%, and that would increase the price 
of the final product. 

 The automotive industry does not work based on a specific 
region or country, but rather on an efficient worldwide productive 
chain, which works in a highly competitive market. Any protective 
adjustment could derail the whole sector, critically affecting millions 
of jobs around the globe.

 Technology is an element that increasingly influences 
automobile design. There is a big challenge in regards to connectivity, 
sustainability, electronics, and the use of frequencies.

Alexander Wehr
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 It is possible that today’s 5 year olds will never have the need 
to drive a car. Autonomous cars already exist and are now running; 
their expansion could help reduce car accidents, as 90% are caused by 
humans, and even recover 30% of urban infrastructure. 

 In conclusion, an unnecessary commercial reform would 
leave American automotive corporations out of the market. With a 
worldwide standard platform, along with the collaboration of the 
federal government to digitalize the industry, current challenges could 
be overcome with great ease. 

Hugo Domínguez
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High growth potential: Health

Speakers:
Jeremy B. Desai

President and General Manager, Apotex, Canada 
José Narro Robles

Health Secretary, Mexico  
Sandra Sánchez y Oldenhage

General Manager, Probiomed, Mexico  
Rohit Verma

Cornell College of Business, USA 

Moderator: 
Hans-Joachim Kohlsdorf

Managing Partner, Efficient Ideas, Mexico

“In the 21st century one 
million Mexicans have died 
due to diabetes mellitus”.

“Access to health and 
education are the two 

big social equalizers for 
humanity”.

In 1950, infectious diseases were the leading cause of death in 
Mexico’s public health sector. In 2016, the leading cause of death 
is cardiovascular disease and diabetes. During this period of time, 

population has grown almost five times: it went from 25 to 122 million. 
The elderly population -65 years or older- has gone from 800,000 to 
over 8 million and it is expected that by 2050, one out of four citizens 
will be part of the elderly population. At the same time, child mortality 
rate has dropped over 90%.

 In the last 35 years mortality rate by cardiovascular disease 
increased almost 30%. As to malignant tumors, the increase was almost 
67%, while diabetes has had an increase of 273% in mortality rate since 
1980. During the 21st century, one million people have died due to 
diabetes mellitus. Obesity is currently the main risk factor in Mexico. 
1 out of 3 children and 7 out of 10 adults have obesity, while 9 out 
of 100 adults over 18 have diabetes. Mexico is the country with most 
child obesity and the second with most adult obesity in the world. This 
has led the government to issue an epidemiologic alert, even though 
diabetes is not a contagious disease.

José Narro Robles
Jeremy B. Desai

Sandra Sánchez y Oldenhage
Hans-Joachim Kohlsdorf

Rohit Verma
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Sandra Sánchez y Oldenhage

Jeremy B. Desai

José Narro Robles

 Every day, an average of one million patients have medical 
consultations in the Mexican public health system, which has capacity 
of about 90 thousand beds, 800 thousand healthcare professionals 
(doctors and nurses), 100 thousand emergency consultations per 
day, and 16 thousand hospital admissions. These characteristics make 
the health system in Mexico an important part of the economy. For 
example, consolidated purchases of medication have saved the country 
1.8 billion pesos. Medical tourism is another area of opportunity for 
economic growth. The health sector in Mexico is one of the best 
and some treatments can be 20% to 90% cheaper here than in other 
countries. Some surgical procedures that cost up to one million dollars 
may only cost one million pesos in Mexico.

 The generics and biocompatible medication programs have 
lowered costs. An example of this is erythropoietin, which was very 
expensive back in 2000, when there was only one provider and 
resources could only treat 3,500 patients. In 2016, there are more 
competitors and the cost has dropped, allowing many more patients to 
be treated. During this administration, over 37 generic substances have 
been freed in over 500 different presentations and applications. For 
new substances, 203 new molecules are now available in the market, 
some exclusively.

Some of the requirements to move forward are: a strong patent office, 
a regulatory framework, and fostering basic and clinical research. 
Mexico’s main challenges in this sector are:

• Recovering manufacturing capability. 97% of active ingredients 
in the Mexican market are imports. There is only one company 
that works from genes all the way to medication.

• Increasing health expenditure to more than 6% of GDP, which is 
insufficient and below the 9% average expenditure in the OECD.

 A project that can increase the quality of the service is the 
portability of patient’s medical records. It is a viable project for the 
short term thanks to the new information technologies. It is a strategy 
that provides savings for the patient, and resource optimization and 
savings for healthcare providers. But the strategy should not only be 
seen as a way to provide portability for medical records. Achieving the 
integration of interpretation and diagnostics in a shared system will 
also optimize the time of specialists, instead of having patients going 
from one specialist to another. However, it might take a long time to 
move from the pilot programs to the full implementation.
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Hans-Joachim Kohlsdorf
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 Sharing resources between healthcare institutions is an 
essential strategy. Without it, cities end up having many instances of 
the same type of medical equipment which results in most of them 
being underutilized, while other cities may lack that particular type of 
equipment. The goal is to share resources among different healthcare 
institutions, such as IMSS, ISSSTE and the Ministry of Health. In a 
second phase, even private institutions could be integrated into this 
strategy.

 Yet, there are some limiting factors. By law, IMSS cannot 
receive money from private investors, which hinders clinical research, 
especially clinical trials. Mexico has potential to make 600 million 
dollars per year in this field. In spite of this, public-private partnerships 
should be considered to produce some biological agents. In particular, 
the Ministry of Health is analyzing this possibility to produce vaccines.
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Alberto Bello
Juan Luis Flores
Gerardo Ruiz Esparza
Abraham Zamora
Ary Naïm

What actions are required to achieve
the objectives of the National Infrastructure Program

Speakers:
Juan Luis Flores
Finance General Manager, Grupo Marhnos, Mexico  
Ary Naïm
Regional Manager, International Finance Corporation (IFC), World Bank, 
Mexico  
Gerardo Ruiz Esparza
Secretary of Communications and Transport, Mexico 
Abraham Zamora
General Manager, BANOBRAS, Mexico 

Moderator:
Alberto Bello 
Chief Editor for Business, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

The National Infrastructure Program (PNI, in Spanish) was 
established to build the infrastructure Mexico needs to 
become a high value logistics center and a hub for high-tech 

manufacturing. In order to do so, the plan proposed improvements in 
land, air, and sea connectivity, and the appropriate use of the telecomm 
radio spectrum. It is a very ambitious program that requires an initial 
budget of 6 billion dollars from the federal and local governments and 
the private sector.

The most relevant items in the program are:

• Building a new airport for Mexico City
• Building 52 new highways
• Building 80 new roads
• Doubling the operating capacity of seaports
• Improving telecommunication

“3% of the GDP and 80% 
of all national production is 

transported by land.” 
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Gerardo Ruiz Esparza

Juan Luis Flores

Ary Naïm

 The project of the new airport is progressing as planned. 28 
highways and 56 roads have been built and the rest are expected 
to be completed during this administration. Improvements in 
seaports are in progress with the help of private investment, and 
improvements in telecommunications are moving forward thanks to 
the telecommunication reform.

 The economic climate when the plan was first proposed was 
radically different from what it is now, and yet it has overcome current 
context difficulties. Public investment for the airport, highways, and 
seaports was turned into concessions that were greatly supported by the 
private sector. For example, the airport placed 2 billion dollars in the 
markets by offering bonds with a low fixed interest rate, which allowed 
the project to move forward as planned, even with a considerable cut 
in public expenditure.

 In order to progress, Mexico needs more long-term 
infrastructure projects developed by private and public sectors together. 
Currently, finding good infrastructure projects open to private 
investment is a challenge. Making public-private partnerships (PPPs) 
is very complicated. It requires a very stable regulatory framework 
that addresses the concerns of the private sector in regards to possible 
changes within the political climate. A good example is already under 
implementation through the telecommunications reform. But other 
critical areas such as water infrastructure lack such regulations, 
making it very hard for the private sector to participate in this type of 
projects. Good projects are projects that provide economic, social, and 
environmental benefits. Financial benefits are no longer enough; the 
projects should be aimed at making the public sector more efficient 
and improving health, education, or logistics services. 

 In the global context, infrastructure is a problem in all emerging 
markets. There is a billion dollar gap in market size caused by the lack 
of infrastructure. Estimates indicate that around 5% of the global GDP 
should be invested in infrastructure projects, but the real numbers are 
only around 2.5%. In Mexico, in the last six years -up until 2013- only 
1.6% of the GDP was invested in infrastructure, with 35% of investment 
coming from the private sector. This is a very low percentage when 
compared to the global average, and even lower when compared to 
other countries with similar economies such as Brazil or Chile, that 
invest 3.1% and 3.3% of their GDP in infrastructure with 45% and 55% 
of private investment respectively. Private investment in infrastructure 
is key in emerging markets with reduced fiscal budgets. 
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 In recent years, things are starting to look better for Mexico 
thanks to reforms that allow private investment in three key sectors 
that were previously limited to public spending: fossil fuels, electricity, 
and telecommunications.

 There are over 740 projects in the PNI. More than half of these 
projects are currently underway, and BANOBRAS and the National 
Infrastructure Fund (FONADIN) are part of 90 projects that add up to 
608 billion pesos. Thanks to the telecommunications reform, for the 
first time in its history BANORBRAS is funding more projects in the 
energy sector than highway and road projects.

 The IFC has a 2 billion dollar investment in Mexico in both 
capital and debt. They believe infrastructure is a key part of their 
agenda for the country, which aims to improve economic productivity, 
promote the inclusion of all states and persons in the economy, and 
fight climate change with sustainable transportation and clean energy. 
The IFC avoids competing with private investors and instead tries to 
participate in projects in which it is hard for private investment to 
participate. For example, the first wind power plants in Mexico were 
built with funds from the IFC in 2000 and 2002, but new plants have 
used private investment with no participation of the IFC.  

 The PNI also establishes special economic zones where 40% of 
projects are located. These projects have special considerations aimed 
at helping to solve problems that are keeping the private sector from 
investing in these regions. For example, it establishes mechanisms 
for the municipal, state, and federal levels to agree on terms for 
infrastructure projects that ensure the project’s continuity regardless 
of who is in office in the following elections. 

 More legislation is needed to establish laws that make 
infrastructure commitments last beyond election terms, as well as 
infrastructure plans for the next 20 years. Mexico spends a very low 
percentage of its GDP in infrastructure projects, but the PNI will leave 
a solid foundation for the future.

“For the first time in 
Banobras we have more 

energy projects than road 
and highway projects.”
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Ernesto Marcos Giacoman
Pedro Joaquín Coldwell

Jaime Hernández
Steve Greenlee

Mexico’s energy industry: Ensuring the benefits of the reforms

Speakers: 
Steve Greenlee

President, ExxonMobil Exploration, USA  
Jaime Hernández

Director General, CFE, Mexico 
Pedro Joaquín Coldwell

Secretary of Energy, Mexico 

Moderator:
Ernesto Marcos Giacoman

Chief Executive Officer, Marcos y Asociados Infraestructura y Energía, 
S.C., Mexico

Mexican economy still depends on PEMEX, which is where one 
third of the GDP comes from. Oil, however, had a terrible 
fall in the market that caused a 75% income drop. The 

energy reform offers strong opportunities for investment that are not 
necessarily affected by oil prices. 

 The energy reform will be one of the most significant legacies 
of the Peña Nieto administration. This significant transformation 
will make Mexico a highly competitive country in terms of energy 
production. In terms of resources, Mexico has what it takes to enter 
the global market. The recently updated Mexican legal and economic 
framework allows the competitive exploiting of natural resources. This 
reform has managed to:

• Modify three articles of the Constitution
• Create a very strong system (seven legal tenders are now in 

progress)
• Have 30 companies with oil extraction contracts. 
• Have 60 other companies interested in this type of investment

“CFE’s main objective is to 
reach the most competitive 

costs in electricity 
worlwide”. 

“The reform offers great 
investment opportunities 
that are not necessarily 
affected by oil prices”. 
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 Phase 2 of the energetic reform has just started, and it mainly 
focuses on attracting private investment, for which opportunities 
are abundant. For example, the hydrocarbon reform includes 
commitments on clean energy and therefore, value chains need to 
be developed to generate and produce energy. This implementation, 
however, faces several challenges: moving apart from a closed model 
in which only the government could invest and making regulatory 
agencies stronger.

 Recently, the first two electricity power tenders held in Mexico 
involved both private and public investments. The Federal Energy 
Commission (CFE, in Spanish) served as both supplier and buyer. 
These last tenders brought the best prices in the world for clean 
energy. Through this processes CFE remains committed to keeping 
low prices and to continue using technology in clean energy. CFE calls 
on investors to participate in future tenders. 

 By January 2017, CFE will be divided into 12 companies: six 
of them will be in charge of creating energy, one will be responsible 
for distribution, and the rest of will handle other commercial issues. 
CFE’s main goal is to get the best prices in the electricity market. 
For this reason, the company sets very strong parameters. After just 
a few days, changes are already visible: lower fees and investments 
-particularly in pipelines- as never before. CFE is transitioning from 
being a government-owned company to being an investor.

 Before the reform, PEMEX suffered from economic losses in 
the refinery process associated to technology laggard. To make up for 
that, the structural reform has created a legal environment in order for 
private companies to participate in exploration. 

 Despite future changes with the upcoming US administration, 
ExxonMobil is still interested in investing in Mexico. The country 
has the necessary resources in terms of energy to participate in 
collaboration with private companies.

 The incursion of new participants in the energetic sector will 
also set a more competitive economical framework for the use of 
new technologies. Participants of the last tender are planning to use 
innovative tools to explore and enhance productivity in areas where 
energy has been previously exploited.

Steve Greenlee

Pedro Joaquín Coldwell
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 The second part of the energy reform will not only bring 
benefits to entrepreneurs. As a consequence of upcoming investments, 
the new contracts for extracting fossil fuels will create new jobs for 
people that live in the surrounding upstream areas.

 In only two years, the energy reform made very significant 
changes in tax systems, reconfiguration of subsidies, strategic investment 
projects, and improvements in administrative concerns, to name a few. 
Drastic changes will continue during the current administration. By 
2018, it is expected for the whole country to have access to natural gas, 
a cheaper and highly competitive fuel.
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David Luhnow
Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal 
Claudio X. González Laporte
Claude Smadja

A look into 2017:
An overview of the global economy and what it means for Mexico 

Speakers:
Claudio X. González Laporte
Chairman of the Management Board, Kimberly Clark Mexico, Mexico 
Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal
Secretary of Economy, Mexico 
Claude Smadja
President and Founder, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland 

Moderator:
David Luhnow
Mexican Office Manager, Wall Street Journal, Mexico 

With the election of Donald Trump as the next president of the 
United States of America, there is great uncertainty about 
what to expect for the Mexican economy in 2017. It is still 

too early to tell what the consequences of this election will be. Markets 
reflect this uncertainty. For example, the night of the election the Dow 
Jones fell 900 points, only to achieve its highest gain since Brexit the 
next day.

 The international environment is very complex; China is 
still growing but at a smaller rate, and the prices of most of its assets 
are artificially higher. Growth rates in some countries are starting to 
recover after the 2009 crisis, but they are still under 3%, and growth in 
international trade is expected to remain below 1.7%. 

 This is very much due to the fact that multilaterism became 
stagnate during the Doha Round, partly because negotiations are not 
showing the needs of less developed countries. In order to seat on the 
negotiating table, it is necessary to seek everyone’s wellbeing.  

“There is disenchantment 
with free trade and its 
strengths around the 

world”. 
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Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal
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 Trump’s proposal to bring factory jobs to the United States 
by increasing import fees is incorrect because it does not account for 
all the jobs that were lost to technological improvements. This is the 
same issue that the world faced with the industrial revolution of the last 
century. Jobs are being wiped out due to automation, for instance, with 
robotization. Trade fees are last century’s debate.

 National public policies must be designed so that our citizens 
can take advantage from recently opened economic sectors. The goal 
should be to integrate small and medium enterprises into regional 
supply chains, therefore using these treaties to benefit a greater part 
of the population. This can only be achieved through innovation 
originating from local efforts. Fighting to keep jobs through taxation 
is like fighting for crumbs.

 How to face the new political situation of the United States? 
Going forward, we must take into consideration that being president is 
very different from being a candidate, so we must first wait and see how 
Trump behaves as president. 

 Efforts are being wasted by not coming together as a region 
to the world. The North American region has the most potential for 
economic growth, surpassing even South East Asia. The proposal to 
establish a 35% tax for Mexican products if implemented, would have 
a huge impact to the whole region reducing jobs in both the United 
States and Mexico. Even Donald Trump mentioned that a regional 
platform for North America is the best strategy to compete with China. 

 If the United States elected president tries to really do 
something with NAFTA, he will be surprised to learn about the high 
level of economic integration. Yet, he seems to be surrounded by 
prudent people who can make him see that North America has the 
greatest potential for economic development and that it is the most 
competitive region of this century. Not even South East Asia has this 
potential. 

 The biggest challenge for the North American region is to 
generate the greatest benefit for all three countries.The automotive 
industry is a great example. Nowadays it is very hard to tell where a car 
is made. The greatest value of a car lies within its parts, and parts for a 
car come from all around the world. For example, a BMW assembled 
in North Carolina gets 90% of its components from outside the United 
States. In contrast, a Honda CRV assembled in Jalisco, Mexico, gets 
70% of its parts from the United States. The location of an assembly 
plant is no longer indicative of where the jobs it generates are located. 
The Ford Focus assembled in the United States gets 30% of its parts 
from Mexico.

“Trade fees are last 
century’s debate.

Jobs are being wiped out 
not because of taxes, but 
due to automation and 

robotization”.
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 One of Trump’s most mentioned proposals is the United States’ 
withdrawal from NAFTA. However, even before the election Trump 
had changed his position from withdrawal to renegotiation. This can 
be seen as an opportunity rather than as a threat. Data protection, 
e-commerce, biotechnology, and value chains for SMEs were not 
a concern twenty years ago when NAFTA was signed, but could be 
included in a renegotiation that would result in a better agreement 
overall. Additionally, if Trump really tries to withdraw from NAFTA, he 
will be surprised of NAFTA supporters. NAFTA renegotiation requires 
congress approval; so local representatives will also be involved.

 The Mexican economy has several factors in its favor, such as 
inflation below 3%. If inflation remains between 3 and 4% and wages 
increase between 4 and 5%, Mexico can target a 2-2.5% growth, which 
is not optimal, but reflects stability without interference from the 
global economic situation.

 Despite Saudi Arabia trying to influence the decisions of the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to drive 
the barrel price to 53 US dollars, Mexico should not take this into 
account to plan its economic strategy. This is because the United States 
is now self-sufficient in terms of oil production. Combined with the 
possibility of changes in fiscal policy made by Trump, this would result 
in the rise of inflation and stagnation of oil price.
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What to expect from the new US
administration and the political picture in the US

Speakers:
Ronnie Chan

Chairman, Hang Lung Properties, Hong Kong SAR
Luis Ernesto Derbez

President, Universidad de Las Américas Puebla, Mexico
Stephen Donehoo

Managing Partner and Director, Mexico, Central America, and the Andean 
Region Countries, McLarty & Associates, USA

Roberta Jacobson
US Ambassador to Mexico, USA

Claudia Ruiz Massieu
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mexico

Moderator:
José Carreño Figueras

International Editor, Excélsior, Mexico

“Private sector plays 
a key role to protect 

trade between Mexico 
and the United States. 
Entrepreneurs in both 

countries must become 
communicating vessels 

in order to share 
their concerns with 

representatives from the 
respective legislative 

branches”.

“Referents have changed. 
We must accept this and 

think about a domestic plan 
to make a difference in 

upcoming years. Together 
we must solve this potential 

crisis, which is one of the 
most important challenges 

we will face”.

The last United States’ elections changed the world as we know 
it. Even though there is no clear idea of the real changes that 
will happen, we know that we are facing an important transition 

stage, especially for Mexico.

 It is necessary to redefine the essential terms in the bilateral 
relation. Great opportunities can result for both countries based on 
respect and strategic decisions. For Mexico, this may represent the 
opportunity to establish an agenda of prosperity with the United States.

 The United States-Mexico relation does not start or finish with 
an election. Some priorities must be adjusted in order to establish 
a mature interaction between both countries, based on norms of 
international law that allow a healthy relationship and coexistence.
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 It is also important to bring into the table the individual and 
common interests of each nation in order to face common challenges, 
such as migration, organized crime, inclusion and tolerance issues, 
climate change and other transnational phenomena. It is important to 
elaborate an agenda based on the conviction that the border should 
constitute a point of contact and a competitive place.

 The current bilateral relation is special and essential for both 
sides. It is not optional, once it is established, it cannot be destroyed. 
Mexico has a clear vision of the agenda that needs to be established; 
an agenda in which the well-being of the population will be the 
foundation. The United States and Mexico share businesses, families, 
and culture. The joint work between both nations strengthens and 
makes their relation more effective.

 Mexico also needs to reset its vision about diversification. 
The country must open its perspective to new horizons that include 
collaboration with other countries in order to reduce the effects of a 
centralized relation. Trade and competition are essential to achieve 
greater growth for Mexico. This way, the country will consolidate its 
competitiveness, security, and prosperity.

 There are three main issues to be considered now that Trump 
has been elected: the loss of referents in topics such as human rights 
and democracy, the Mexican agenda, and the uncertainty that Trump’s 
victory represents for the world.

 Trump and his team have questioned the globalization process. 
The fact that the United States will have a president who does not 
believe in this principle must upset the world. The United States will 
no longer be a reference as the nation who based its development in 
foreign trade, but as one that imposes tariffs and puts barriers to free 
trade.

 Likewise, in the US the defense of democracy and the stance 
on migratory concerns are issues that represent a risk, not only for 
Mexico, but also for the whole world, as it makes everyone wonder 
whether the US is truly an impeller of human rights.  

Roberta Jacobson

Claudia Ruiz Massieu
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 Private sector plays a key role to protect trade between 
Mexico and the United States. Entrepreneurs in both countries must 
become communicating vessels in order to share their concerns with 
representatives from the respective legislative branches. In two years 
the United States’ lower chamber will be elected, so candidates will 
have to be aware of the subjects that will affect their campaigns.

 It is necessary to anticipate any changes that might be generated 
from this point and try to avoid conjunctures. Mexico will have to 
accept and understand that it must establish an internal agenda for 
upcoming years, since it will help to solve one of the biggest potential 
crises that the country will be facing. Mexico should be able to face 
global changes and to take advantage of any opportunities presented 
in spite of the uncertainties that may exist.

José Carreño FiguerasStephen Donehoo

Luis Ernesto Derbez
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Making an asset of the border

Speakers:
Alan Bersin 
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, United States Government, 
USA
Ariel Picker Schatz
Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Seguritech, Mexico 
Carlos Manuel Sada Solana
Ambassador of Mexico in the United States, Mexico
Christopher Wilson
Deputy Director, Mexico Institute, Wilson Center, USA

Moderadora:
Yaël Smadja
Chief Executive Officer, Smadja&Smadja, USA

“5 million jobs in the US 
depend on the trade with 

Mexico”.

“Beyond the commercial 
and economic advantages 

for Mexico, the US, and 
Canada, NAFTA represents 

the possibility for these 
countries to be seen as 
a strategic bloc in the 

geopolitical map, and a 
key player for the energy 

industry and trade”.

How can countries protect their borders and at the same time 
maximize the advantages of exchanging goods, services and 
people with their neighbors? Technological intelligence 

provides a great tool in terms of costs and benefits to guarantee security 
without hindering freedom or the quality of international exchanges. 
 
 Implementing avant-garde technology to the border adds 
efficiency, effectivity, precision, and immediacy in knowing who enters 
and exits the countries. Furthermore, it can improve controls on 
commodities and trade products.

 It is necessary to reconsider the characteristics of the bilateral 
relation. The border with the United States is a sounding board of what 
happens in the country; it is not only figurative. 15 million people live 
therein.

Yaël Smadja
Alan Bersin 
Carlos Manuel Sada Solana
Christopher Wilson
Ariel Picker Schatz
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Alan Bersin 
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 Mexico’s current administration recognizes how important it is 
to have more functional borders, hence the investment in infrastructure 
and human capital.

 The bilateral relation between Mexico and the US is rich and 
strong, but it lacks the necessary projection to be used in the rest of the 
world. Beyond the commercial and economic advantages they represent 
for Mexico, the US, and Canada, NAFTA represents the possibility for 
these countries to be seen as a strategic bloc in the geopolitical map, as 
well as a key player for the energy industry and trade.

 With the arrival of the new US administration, the Trans 
Pacific Agreement will be completely out of the agenda. Therefore, 
communication will become of utmost importance to envision 
possible negotiations surrounding the creation of new alternatives 
for modernization and integration of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement.
  
 With the election of Donald Trump as president of the United 
States of America, many questions arise in regards to the role that Mexico 
should play in terms of border security. However, one answer stands out: 
the relation between both countries is not defined by walls, but by trade 
exchange and political negotiations. This surpasses any physical barrier.
Without the help of Mexico, the US would not be able to handle the 
most complex border there is today. This is why both nations have to 
continue working together on people crossing and trade exchange, in 
addition to fighting drug and arms trafficking.



MEXICO IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA 

94
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 Rather than affecting Mexicans, building a border wall will harm 
those citizens who are “left inside”. Due to the restrictions they would 
face, their space would be limited, and they would remain isolated from 
the world. It is a delicate issue that must be handled carefully.

 Taking the subject of the wall to the US congress could be 
dangerous as it is a complex debate, with a high probability of getting 
bogged down. The Congress would unlikely allocate resources to build 
the wall.

 Walls are archaic, a unilateral measure. They do not represent 
a viable option to ensure security. On the other hand, jointly 
implementing technology would ensure the existence of more reliable 
and freer borders. It is a job to be done collaboratively, in which both 
administrations must understand that there is no better way to act but to 
work it together.
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Valentín Diez Morodo

Claude Smadja
Valentín Diez Morodo

Frédéric Garcia
Andrew Standley

The European Union and Mexico: Which are the options
to update the global agreement?

Speakers:
Valentín Diez Morodo

President, COMCE, Mexico 
Frédéric Garcia

President, Executive Board of Global Corporations (CEEG), Mexico 
Andrew Standley

Ambassador, European Union, Mexican Delegation, Mexico 

Moderator:
Claude Smadja

Founder and President, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland 

What is the future if the relation between Mexico and the 
European Union? What are the options our country faces 
after the uncertainty caused by the recent elections in the 

US? Mexico has a wide outlook. The country has 12 trade agreements 
with 45 countries, and Europe is its third most important commercial 
partner.

 Mexico decided, in the last 30 years, to become a modern 
democracy and nowadays, it is offering an economical and political 
stability; this translates on a higher trust from foreign investors. In fact, 
the Executive Board of Global Corporations (CEEG) is convinced that 
Mexico could become the fifth worldwide exporter. To achieve this, we 
require great efforts from the private and public sectors, and of course, 
we need to hasten international exchange. We can reach this ambitious 
target by making the rule of law work correctly and consolidate our 
democracy and economy. The first step of this process is to seriously 
face this challenge; society, legislators and public and private sectors, 
have begun to get involved to accelerate a solution.

“In the last 15 years 
commerce between Mexico 
and the UE has increased by 

200%”.

“Almost 40% of foreign 
investment in Mexico comes 

from Europe”. 
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Claude Smadja

Frédéric Garcia

Andrew Standley

 Currently, Europe is the result of the most important human 
project in history. Although it is facing different challenges, like Brexit, 
the rise in political populism, and a loaded political agenda, it is a 
continent that is used to dealing with and solving crisis. 

 The relation between the EU and Mexico is not new; in 2000, a 
bilateral agreement was signed, that expanded in 2001 to a commercial 
relation. Thanks to this, in the last 15 years, Europe has become the 
second largest foreign investor, with almost 40% of the total assets in 
Mexico, and trade has grown up to 200%.

 The relationship between Mexico and Europe is excellent; we 
share the same vision in terms of values, democracy, human rights, 
climate change, biodiversity, etc. But considering that economic 
conditions around the world are changing, it is necessary to review 
and reinforce the agreements we have: not only the trade agreements, 
but also the economic and political ones, all based on cooperation. 

 On the last week of November, a commission from Europe will 
come to Mexico to start negotiations. Mexico must move forward as fast 
as possible, keeping in mind that there are 28 countries intervening on 
the decisions of the agreements they make. 

 This update will certainly develop a cutting edge agreement, 
which without a doubt will overtake current. Expectations are that 
by 2020, around 500 billion euros in investments will get to Mexico, 
creating new jobs. Mexico needs to focus on strengthening its supply 
chains to increase investors’ interests in the country. 
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Michael Camuñez 
Zou Chuan Ming

Amapola Grijalva
Xiang Bing

David Shambaugh

The new opportunities in the Mexico - China
business relationship

Speakers:
David Shambaugh

Professor of International Affairs & Director of the China Policy Program, 
George Washington University, USA

Xiang Bing
Dean, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, People’s Republic of 

China 
Zou Chuan Ming 

Economic-Commercial Counselor, People’s Republic of China 
Amapola Grijalva 

Chief Executive Officer, World Trade Consultants Group, Mexico

Moderator:
Michael Camuñez 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Manatt Jones, Global Strategies, USA

Where is the business relationship between Mexico and China 
currently standing? After 44 years of diplomatic relationships 
between both countries, over 72 billion dollars have been 

invested, more than 900 Chinese companies operate in Mexico, and 
there are still investment opportunities to explore.

 Contrary to popular belief, both countries are involved in a 
non-zero sum game. In the last 15 years the presence of China in Latin 
America and particularly in Mexico, have become very relevant in 
terms of trade. 

“With Trump, the relation 
between China and the 

US will become surly. An 
intense relationship with 

plenty of confrontation can 
be predicted”.

“In the global political 
process, Brexit and the 
US elections reinforced 

relations between Mexico 
and China stronger”.
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Zou Chuan Ming

David Shambaugh

Xiang Bing

 For instance, Mexico is very attractive in terms if tourism. 
Out of all Latin American countries, Mexico stands out as one of the 
main tourist destinations for China, hosting hundreds of thousands of 
Chinese tourists each year. 75,000 Chinese tourists have visited Mexico 
this year, and that amount is expected to rise. 

 However, because Mexican visas are not easily provided 
to Chinese citizens, it is a common practice for them to first get an 
American visa and after that, cross the Mexican border. For them, 
visiting Mexico is easier that way. 

 China has been financially successful because its economy 
is now globalized. Therefore, the globalization context of Chinese 
companies is essential. In theory, China is a socialist country; in 
reality, they have been influenced by neoliberalism since 1968. There 
is a positive scenario between both countries for proactive economic 
growth.

 China and Mexico hold excellent political, economic, and 
commercial relations despite some differences, such as the Mexican 
government calling off the bullet train project that would connect 
Mexico City and Querétaro and the interruption of Dragon Mart’s 
construction in Cancun. However, China’s business success in Mexico 
is more than evident, encompassing such diverse markets as business 
in machinery importations and patent productions. 

 On the other hand, Mexican entrepreneurs are starting to step 
into the Chinese market. At first glance, one would think Mexican 
investment in China is limited due to the language barrier. However, 
that is not an obstacle, as long as Chinese culture and China’s 
government policies are understood. 

 Asia still seems like a long distance for us. There are not enough 
market studies; politics and culture are difficult to access. However, the 
opportunities are real, once these obstacles are overcome.
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 We need market intelligence, that is, to understand how to 
promote the attractiveness of our products. In order to compete with 
other regions, it is essential to add value to Mexican exports. Mexican 
presence in China must not be restricted to exporting berries, avocado, 
tequila, and tourism, which are the main growing Mexican economical 
business in the Chinese market. 

 After NAFTA, Mexico began to import more technological 
components from China than from the US, and the importation of 
Chinese products has only been growing ever since. It seems that world 
politics, such as the US elections, Brexit, and the global outlook will 
make Mexico and China’s commerce relationships stronger.

 In order to enhance Mexico’s business presence in China, 
there must be investments on academic matters. Both countries are 
encouraging their academic institutions and students to venture into 
academic trade. This is expected to generate synergic consequences for 
both markets, facilitating mutual understanding and a better bilateral 
collaboration in the near future.

Michael Camuñez

Amapola Grijalva
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Omkar Goswami

Francisco González

David Luhnow
Francisco González
Omkar Goswami
Muktesh K. Pardeshi
Shishir Sharma

The New Opportunities in the Mexico - India Business Relationship

Speakers:
Francisco González
General Director, ProMéxico, Mexico
Omkar Goswami
Founder, CERGINDIA, India
Muktesh K. Pardeshi
Ambassador of India to Mexico
Shishir Sharma
Managing Partner, Tatva Legal, India

Moderator:
David Luhnow
Mexico Bureau Chief, Wall Street Journal, Mexico

The relation between India and México does not seem to be a 
priority. However, it is quite promising. Both countries are ancient 
cultures capable of establishing a strong bond to improve their 

business relation. Also, both economies have become stable democracies 
over the years and they share important forums, such as the G20.

 India and Mexico established diplomatic relations in 1950. 
Mexico was the first Latin American country to acknowledge India as 
an independent country, and since 2007, many high-level discussion 
groups were created to define specific objectives for trade between both 
nations.

 A current example of how the relationship has gotten stronger 
in recent years is the arrival of Cinépolis to India and Softech  to 
Mexico. Nowadays, Mexico is the most important business partner in 
Latin America for India: many automotive, pharmaceutical, energetic, 
and IT businesses from India are now settled in Mexico.

“Not only must India 
be regarded as a tourist 

destination, but also as a 
trading partner” 
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Muktesh K. Pardeshi
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 It is necessary to make the bilateral relation stronger, further 
cooperating in key fields such as nuclear technology, energy, and trade. 
Likewise, it is essential to find other ways to integrate value chains that 
generate benefits for both economies. Geography has privileged both 
countries with great locations. This consolidates them as meeting points 
between different regions in their continents.

 Mexico is very dependent on its relation with the US, which 
narrows its economic horizon and limits capital growth. This dependence 
must be reduced, and Mexico needs to work on its trade diversification 
and turn to other countries, besides China, India could represent a 
strategic ally. 

 In addition to diversifying its commercial portfolio, Mexico must 
look towards new sources of income and not only focus its economy on 
oil exports. India can be a very valuable ally in fostering other industries 
in fields such as information technologies and manufacture.

 Indian companies established in Mexico have a wide array of 
opportunities to reach other markets, not only in Latin America, but 
in North America as well. Mexico has an open economy and in today’s 
world, distances and barriers no longer represent an obstacle. New 
technologies must be used wisely in order to narrow gaps between both 
countries.

 It is important to design campaigns that inform about India 
in Mexico and vice versa, since in most cases ignorance restrains 
development. Both countries should stop regarding each other only as 
tourist destinations and become business partners.

 A key fact to consider for both nations is education. In countries 
with high poverty rates, education is the only path towards development. 
Little by little, India has improved its educational levels; however, there is 
still a lot of work to do. Meanwhile, Mexico has launched an educational 
reform that increases competitiveness standards.

 Last, India’s adherence to the rule of law brings security to 
foreign investment, while security still represents a big challenge for 
Mexico: impunity has reached levels beyond control, for that reason, it 
is necessary to continue working in consolidating the rule of law. 

“In countries with high 
poverty rates, education 
is the only path towards 

development.”
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Alejandro Carrillo
Emilio Carrillo Gamboa
José Natividad González
Julio Millán

The Mexico City Constitution:
What does it mean for Business

Speakers:
Emilio Carrillo Gamboa
Founding Partner, Bufete Carrillo Gamboa, S.C., Mexico  
José Natividad González
President, Primer Círculo, Mexico  
Julio Millán
President, Grupo Coraza Corporación Azteca, Mexico  

Moderator:
Alejandro Carrillo
General Manager, Fundación Miguel Alemán, Mexico 

Mexico City used to represent 26% of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). In recent years the portion has been around 
16%. Not only this is due to the fact that the economy of 

the rest of the States in the country has grown, but also because the 
economy of Mexico City has stagnated. Annual income per capita in 
Mexico City went from 6.22% to 5.26% over the last 10 years.

 The quality of mobility has also deteriorated. In 2007, the 
average commute in Mexico City was 53 minutes, but now the average 
is one hour and 21 minutes. Water availability per capita has gone 
down by 32%, and ordinary crimes have increased.

 The new constitution must take these problems into 
consideration and aim to solve them for the next 100 years at least. 
If this is not the case, and the legal structure set by the constitution 
is not appropriate, the future may be dire. If the goal is to reactivate 
the economy in Mexico City, then the wording of the constitution 
should be very thorough. However, thus far this does not seem to be 
the case. For example, article 22, subsection 5 states that “economic 
activity as a public interest good must be supervised”, meaning that 
citizen undertakings must be overseen by the government. Another 

“Every proposal for a 
constitution is aspirational, 
but it should not be utopic”.
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worrisome paragraph states that “the authorities will provide what is 
necessary so that economic entrepreneurship is protected and has 
institutional supervision”. From this, it is clear that if the proposals are 
applied as-is, it would not be possible for the citizens to choose their 
economic activity at free will.

 Additionally, there is concern over the limitations to property 
rights. The federal political constitution of Mexico states that property 
rights are absolute, exclusive and perpetual. Yet, the proposal for 
the new Mexico City constitution states that it “recognizes the social 
function of land use and property” and “the law will determine taxation 
for idle property with speculation purposes”, which can be interpreted 
as taxing of capital gain and investment. If the owner does not pay the 
tax rate determined by the government, they risk losing their property, 
which goes against the federal constitution.

 Other concerning aspects of the proposal for the new 
constitution are: federal constituents did not ensure that there is 
a prevalent principle for the nation in case of a conflict of power in 
Mexico City. There is a high concentration of powers for the new 
town halls that were taken away in comparison to municipalities from 
other states, and there are no considerations that establish Mexico 
City as the head of the national powers. The federal constitution 
is the set of rules under which all other norms are subordinated, 
followed by international treaties approved by the Senate, and finally 
local constitutions and federal and local laws. This is not reflected 
in the Mexico’s City constitution proposal. The legal limits of the 
new constitution can be found in the Federal Constitution; the local 
constitution cannot go beyond. 

 There are other initiatives in this proposal, such as the 
referendums, which may be positive as long as they are used for 
important matters and its results are binding for the authorities. 
Another aspect that might be affected by the proposal of the new 
constitution is the system of criminal justice, which states that no one 
shall be deprived of their freedom for committing property crimes; this 
would cause impunity. Regarding municipalities, the new constitution 
does not clearly define their attributes or characteristics. However, 
granting new rights of all kinds whose enforcement is at a federal level 
shows a lack of responsibility from the capital’s authorities.

José Natividad González

Emilio Carrillo Gamboa
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 Every proposal for a constitution is aspirational, but it should 
not be utopic, it should not prioritize its implementation over the 
destruction of the economic environment. However, including these 
types of statements might be part of a political game. They might be 
using the constitution to state ideologies and set a precedent knowing 
that the balance of power of our system will reject their proposals. In 
an extreme case, they could be taken to the Supreme Court for review. 
Hopefully, this situation will be prevented by taking into consideration 
the proposals put forward by the Business Coordinating Council and 
other social sectors.

 In its current form, this political proposal can be a major 
deterrent for investment in Mexico City. There are two options to stop 
this proposal, the first one is through the commentary and review 
process that is currently underway and should be completed before 
2016 ends at the latest. The second one is through an appeal to the 
Supreme Court by virtue of its violations of the Federal Constitution. 
A third possibility would be for the proposal to be rejected, which 
would leave Mexico City without a constitution until a new proposal is 
created.

Alejandro Carrillo

Julio Millán
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Tammy Albarrán
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Alfonso Zárate

Is the anti-corruption reform really a game changer?

Speakers: 
Tammy Albarrán

Partner, Covington & Burling LLP, USA
Juan Pablo Castañón

President, Consejo Coordinador Empresarial, Mexico
José Ramón Cossío

Minister of the Supreme Court of Justice, Mexico
Edna Jaime

General Manager, México Evalúa, Mexico

Moderator:
Alfonso Zárate

President, Grupo Consultor Interdisciplinario, Mexico

The structure of the National Anti-corruption System (SNA, in 
Spanish) is being discussed at a time when many corruption 
scandals have been unveiled in our country. However, this 

problem is beyond governors and public officials. Corruption is 
embedded in our society, and it would seem to be what allows the 
system to work, making it acceptable. Population is becoming fed up 
by all this.

 The fight against corruption has been driven from abroad by 
organizations such as the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) or the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). 
However, in order to have a real change, it must be promoted from 
the inside. Brazil is a clear example of a country that managed to 
approve a law after a long public protest. In addition to popular will, 
the participation of the business sector to fight corruption is essential.

“It is bad to be corrupt, 
but it is far worse not to 
be punished for acts of 

corruption”. 
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 In the current model, there are no institutions that provide 
certainty. It is necessary to build up and improve these institutions 
over time. Society demands a comprehensive law against impunity with 
clear rules and penalties.

 This reform could potentially be a turning point, since 
it establishes important institutional changes and strengthens 
inter-institutional communication. This reform can have more 
comprehensive attributions and better defined functions for: 

• Coordination
• Prevention
• Internal and external control
• Sanction

 An important organization within the SNA is the Citizen 
Participation Committee, which is intended to be the communication 
vessel between the government and the society, as well as a vigilant 
of the system operation. Nevertheless, trying to establish agreements 
within the Committee might prove difficult.

 It is necessary to pay close attention when selecting the heads 
of the SNA. There cannot be party or sector interests in the midst of 
appointing the District Attorney- These positions must be granted to 
those who meet the proper requirements in order to ensure the moral 
values that protect the entire system and represent all citizens. When it 
comes into operation, institutions have to make sure that officials with 
high technical skills carry out the anti-corruption monitoring process.

 The SNA public prosecutor’s office will depend on the solidity 
of the Attorney General’s Office, since the relationship between the 
two agencies is crucial. Although the institutions are powerful by 
the powers that the law grants, leaderships are determining. Clear 
regulatory frameworks are needed in order to meet expectations.

 It is important to review the scopes of operation of the SNA, 
otherwise the system might have low penetration into everyday corrupt 
actions. The system must prevent that everything gets minimized to 
only a great expectation without the appropriate sanctions. The 
strengthening of the police and of the civic culture should follow this 
effort.

José Ramón Cossío

Tammy Albarrán

Juan Pablo Castañón
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 The enactment of this law means that the private sector will 
have to make some adjustments and modifications. Mexico having an 
SNA is a total game changer, and it approaches a new platform for 
development and fight against impunity.

 The capacity of institutions involved must be reviewed before 
implementing the SNA. There are currently no expert services or 
public ministries that can respond to complex issues such as money 
laundering. Rather than being the result of thorough investigation, 
the few cases that are being prosecuted were actually caught in the 
act. This represents a great area of opportunity in the operation for a 
system that is designed to act in real time.

 One important change regarding public accountability is that 
the law now focuses, not only on sanctioning, but on recovering the 
assets and resources involved. This change, as well as the extension of 
the domain to review cases of illicit enrichment, represents a change in 
the prosecution of crimes committed by public officials against public 
funds.

 It is without a doubt necessary to work in order to improve 
the population’s trust in the country’s justice institutions, as well as to 
foster a culture of legality and fight against impunity. It is a process that 
may not be noticed at short term, but it will be in the future. The SNA 
appears as a key part to define the course of the nation.

Alfonso Zárate

Edna Jaime
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Priorities to mitigate the security conundrum 

Speakers: 
Javier Oliva Posada
Visiting Fellow, London School of Economics and Political Science’s 
Department of Government, UK
Monte Alejandro Rubido
Co-Founder and former Secretary General, Centro de Investigación y 
Seguridad Nacional (CISEN), Mexico
Alfonso Zárate
Chairman of Grupo consultor Interdisciplinario, GCI, Scholar, political 
actor and analyst, Mexico

Moderator:
Rafael Heredia Rubio
Director, Heredia Rubio Abogados, S.C., Mexico

The challenge of crime in Mexico requires relevant answers 
from the State as a whole, where both the Supreme Court of 
Justice and the Ministry of Finance participate, and where the 

different security organs are constantly communicating with society.

 In order for the aforementioned to take place, we have to 
understand that the fight against insecurity in Mexico is an issue that 
concerns both society and law enforcement. The main focus must be 
comprehensive and collaborative. 

“In 90% of cases of 
threat to national and 

international security there 
is a history of petty crimes”.

“In 2015, more than 17 
homicides for every 100 
thousand residents were 

recorded”. 
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 It is vital to rebuild the social tissue and foster less permissive 
and tolerant attitudes towards crime. Respect to the rule of law and 
a culture of transparency are the guarantee for setting the first step 
to fighting crime. If society is not concerned and implicated in any 
specific tasks for public security, then nothing can be done.

 Security corporations in the country do not have the necessary 
human, material, and money resources to fight crime, as whenever a 
red flag is raised in any entity all elements are moved, leaving other 
areas vulnerable. It is necessary that States take responsibility against 
crime and not wait for the federal government to take action.

 Crime is a structural problem that is exponentially growing 
because it is not being tackled with the same determination as with each 
of the links responsible for this matter: law enforcement, prosecution, 
courts, and the penitentiary system.

 Another cause for illegality is the lack of strength in corporations 
where State and municipal police have an average salary of 4 000 
pesos, causing them to become the link that is more prone to join 
organized crime. The main challenge is to fight insecurity resulting 
from organized crime, not only by strengthening police institutions, 
but also by endorsing a culture of legality through better practices in 
the attorney general’s and courts.

 The lack of job opportunities and progress made by organized 
crime accelerates the migration of Mexicans into the US as well as the 
development informal commerce. This context favors the trade of 
drugs or other illegal products.

Alfonso Zárate

Javier Oliva Posada

Monte Alejandro Rubido
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 Nonetheless, the fact that a problem of this magnitude has not 
grown exponentially is because migration appears as a viable option 
for youths who, due to their income in the United States, for instance, 
are able to cover their families’ needs and benefit their country in 
general. Informal trade and family solidarity are temporary solutions 
to a situation youths face in this economic crisis and social inequality. 

 Up until now, Mexico has already suffered much fear and pain. 
It is necessary to start making fundamental decisions that will positively 
affect the fight against ordinary and organized crime, which go hand 
in hand. 

Rafael Heredia Rubio
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“Mexico has made a great 
effort to fight organized 
crime. The way the Army 

and the Federal Police have 
managed this should be 

appreciated”.

“Mexico creates 500 to 600 
thousand jobs yearly, but 

900 thousand people come 
to a productive age in the 

same period, leaving nearly 
300 thousand citizens 

‘stranded’”.
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A crucial transition year for China: What implications?

Speaker: 
David Shambaugh
Professor of International Affairs & Director of the China Policy Program, 
George Washington University, USA

China is experiencing an important transition, where the country 
will have to face different challenges in the political, economic 
and foreign policy arena. There is a great level of political 

uncertainty, since many of the communist party members will retire 
next fall, thus opening spaces for new faces. This may cause instability 
within the party since there is no clear leadership.

 In the last few years, the Chinese government initiated a fight 
against corruption, with high acceptance among the population, but 
that has hindered the popularity of the communist party leader Xi 
Jinping among the political elite.

 Along with internal challenges, there are interesting situations 
to analyze when it comes to foreign policy. The current Taiwanese 
government is moving away from China and diversifying its trade 
relations. With the exception of Thailand and Cambodia, the 
relationship between China and its neighbors is tense. This has a huge 
direct impact in the supply chains and therefore in the economic and 
political stability of the country.
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 Trump’s recent election raises new challenges. It is necessary 
to have a back-up plan that allows reacting to the changes the United 
States might have in its commercial policy towards China. However, 
the scope might be limited. Companies are already suffocated by the 
protectionist Chinese policies, and if the government imposes further 
restrictions, these companies will probably consider leaving China. The 
scenario right now feels insecure and in the last few years repression 
has increased in order to counteract the effects. The future of the 
relationship will depend on China’s reaction to changes and whether 
they are able to handle and react to new barriers in the market.

 The economy is also not at its best time, it is necessary a reform 
in the financial sector. For now, China is a middle-high income country 
beginning its transition to become a developed one. In the next few 
years we will see if China manages to achieve change in a successful way 
in spite of the huge debt issue and the new real estate crisis the country 
is facing right now.

 China could foster development by innovating in areas such 
as nanotechnology, biotechnology, the aerospace industry, and the 
pharmaceutical sector. The opportunity lies in moving from being a 
manufacturing country to becoming a knowledge society. This change 
must be endorsed by important reforms, since the ones that have been 
carried out so far have presented minimal changes.

 The challenges are not unimportant and China needs a 
committed government in order to overcome them. The upcoming 
year is crucial to China’s destiny.
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Forecasting the technology revolution for business 

Speakers:
William Halal
Professor, Georgetown University & Chairman, TechCast Global Global 
Inc., USA

In an ever-changing world where human relations are set by 
purchase power, access to raw materials, and the capacity to adapt 
with regards to industrial and scientific changes, it is very important 

to understand technological development for people, governments, 
and companies. 

 It is essential to know how the world’s transformation and the 
impact humankind has on the environment translates in terms of 
trade. For example, alternative energies have left behind conventional 
sources such as gas and oil and currently this new market has a potential 
of 2 trillion dollars yearly.

 Awareness on the use and implementation of renewable 
energies is important for different reasons: the repercussions they will 
have on climate change, in addition to the fact that, thanks to this 
awareness, it will be possible to give easy access to millions of people 
who still do not have an efficient service supply. 

 The so-called “information society” alludes to a paradigm that 
is generating great changes in the world at the beginning of the new 
millennium. Such transformation is further boosted by the available 
means to create and spread digital technology information.

“Currently, Mexico only 
uses 7% of its capacity to 
generate clean energies”.
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 Information technologies deal with all kinds of technology used 
for generating, storing, exchanging, and processing information -such 
as data, voice conversations, still frame or moving-images-. Their main 
objective is to improve and support operative and business processes to 
increase competitiveness and productivity in people and organizations 
for any type of information.  

 Behind business opportunities, there is the development of 
information technology, which will substantially boom in terms of next 
generation computers, bio-computing, nanotechnology, and optical 
and quantum technology. Artificial intelligence will become a reality 
by 2020 with the creation of a new computer that will emulate the 
brain’s capacity. Furthermore, it will also have the necessary software 
and it will cost 1000 dollars. 

 In ten years from now, the development of this intelligence will 
replace 30% of work routine and it will roughly represent a 700 million 
dollars profit for the global market. 

 A way to revert Mexico’s negative competitiveness trend 
is to increase efficiency in production processes by adopting new 
information technologies. Given how these technologies contribute 
to the reversal of such trend, it is important that Mexico sets a long-
term vision towards adopting them. To this effect, the first step is to 
understand the current situation in their use and the actions needed 
to promote such technologies.

 If we want to make a smooth transition to the paradigm 
humankind is facing, it is essential to join efforts in terms of sustainability 
to develop green transportation and appropriate technology to help 
people live longer and improve their quality of life. 

“In Mexico the information 
technology sector has a 
15% increase of demand 
for personnel each year, 

mainly for expertise in 3D 
design, 3D printing, and the 

internet of things”.
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Dealing with the financial ecosystem in Mexico 

Discussion initiator:

Roni Michaely
Rudd Family Professor of Finance, Johnson Graduate School of 
Management, Cornell University, Mexico

In the last few years, technology has become an essential part of the 
industry. The levels of competition in many sectors are down and 
technology has emerged as a valuable tool that allows significant 

competitive advantages.

 In order to have a successful business you need a great system 
that backs up its operation. Emerging companies find the support they 
need in technology, since they can open different market windows at 
low cost. Establishing alliances with services that complement what is 
being offered is also a great strategy, that way entrepreneurs can start 
network cooperation and achieve greater efficiency, which ultimately 
translates into competitive advantages.

 Innovative ideas are essential when it comes to market 
competition. Entrepreneurs must be alert to any opportunity areas 
offered by less efficient industries. When it comes to revolutionizing 
an industry, technology is then a fundamental tool.
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“Mexico has a great 
competitive advantage over 

the rest of the world: its 
creativity”.

 Uber and Air Bnb are clear examples of companies that have 
managed to consolidate based on the use of technology and available 
resources. When thinking about innovation, one must always keep 
an open mind and not just seek to create new things. Optimizing 
technologies and systems that already exist represents an opportunity 
that must be taken into account, since it can facilitate the various 
operations that are carried out in our everyday lives.
 
 There are professionals who can help building tools such as 
web applications at affordable prices for start-up companies. However, 
it is also valid to seek additional support; there are investors who wish 
to accompany new ideas and thus invest in technological development 
in newly created companies.
 
 Although the lack of economic resources often represents a 
challenge for new companies, they must also look out for those cases 
where there is enough money. Similarly, they must carefully think 
about the development of the industry when investing, while looking 
after expenses and having an efficient use of capital.

 There can also be a network of entrepreneurs who offer 
complementary services with an infrastructure that can be shared. This 
facilitates the integration and collaboration among them, allowing the 
growth of each of their respective businesses. For entrepreneurs, the 
areas of opportunity will exist in any industry and throughout the world, 
so it is essential that they be the first to identify and act, having trust 
in what they do, and at the same time be willing to receive feedback in 
order to improve.

 Along with technological development, it is necessary to have 
regulations that allow the industry to have a healthy performance 
and to counteract the unfair competition from big companies 
entrepreneurs have to face. These regulations must be in accordance 
with the domestic policy of the country. Japan and, in the recent years, 
USA have been successful examples of efficient domestic policy.

 China, as well as other countries, has very strict regulations that 
do not easily allow the entrance of products or services from abroad. In 
this case, regulations form almost impenetrable barriers that protect 
local businesses and that do not foster competition.
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 Mexico has a great competitive advantage over the rest of the 
world: creativity. This unique feature can represent great opportunities 
of innovation and competition that strengthen the industry and 
promote growth while fostering a healthy competition environment.

 In order to promote innovation in Mexico, it is necessary to 
work on building a critical society that learns to challenge and dares to 
break barriers without being afraid that big companies may overshadow 
them. Initiative is key in this process of innovation and financial and 
economic growth of the country.

 Finally, in order to enhance the industry, a centralized effort, 
promoted by the government and supported by the private initiative 
is needed to evenly enable progress. It is necessary to have the most 
appropriate conditions for the development of new industries, not 
only at an economic level, but when it comes to infrastructure and 
knowledge as well.
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Figuring out a Trump’s Presidency... What happens now in Mexico?

Discussion initiator:

Claude Smadja
President and Founder Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland

Trump’s victory has had a great impact in his own country, as 
well as in Mexico and the rest of the world. We have entered 
an unknown territory and the only thing we can do is to follow 

some hints that could tell us what is to come, what Trump’s government 
is going to represent for Mexico. 
 
 We are going to mention ten hints, which could lead us to 
what is probably about to happen in the first 100 days of the new 
administration in the US:

1) Donald Trump has a vigorous idea of what he does not want, 
what he wants to change, and what he wants to do during his 
government; however, he does not have any concrete policies. 
From now on, he must start to develop some policies that will be 
the basis of his administration. For this to happen, he will need 
some close advisers -no more than four or five people- who will 
be chosen from his intimate circle.

2) Trump is already quickly realizing that the rhetoric of his 
campaign is not valid anymore and that he needs to change 
his attitude and his stance as a candidate to that of an elected 
president. This has been obvious ever since his initial speech 
as a winner, when he went from being menacing to being a 
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conciliator. We could see how he softened his radical opinions 
about some polemical subjects, such as Obamacare and the 
relations between the US and Korea.

3) The fact that he replaced Chris Christie as the head of the 
transition team with Mike Pence (congressman for over ten 
years) is a clear sign that Donald Trump has realized he needs to 
work with the Congress.

4) For the first time in ten years, The White House, the House of 
Representatives, and the Senate are in the hands of the Republican 
Party. And even though this could seem as a type of absolute 
power, we cannot disregard the fact that many republicans have 
publicly declared themselves against Trump. That is why we are 
going to see many alliances between republicans and democrats 
in the Senate, as well as in the Congress, which will allow an 
improvement in policies suggested by The White House.

5) Four days after the election, we already have some key points of 
what the traits of Donald Trump’s presidency will be:
 • Less tax
 • Less regulation
 • More law and order

6) Trump is even less interested than the last presidents of the US 
in being the defender of democracy abroad and the guarantor 
of the world’s order. The power of the US will not be enough 
to control what goes on in the Islamic world, or other parts of 
the world, where they are not accepted as the guarantors of the 
world’s stability.

7) We are certain that in the next five months actions will be taken 
on the following issues:
 • Fiscal reform
 • Mexican border: stop drug trafficking and the illegal 

immigration. Building the much-touted wall is not likely to 
happen, as it would represent a big cost Congress would not 
approve. 

 • Relations with China: this is a key issue in which Trump should 
lower the tone and start an affable dialogue that focuses on 
commercial relations, omitting the idea of China’s intended 
manipulation of its currency. 

 • European alliances: from the US perspective, Europe does 
not take full responsibility on the military agreements that 
they have and it is possible that Trump will take some tangible 
actions on this matter.
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8) Another important subject on the relation between Mexico 
and the US is NAFTA. Donald Trump has shown his interest on 
annulling trade, having the constitutional right to do so. And 
although he has stated that there will be taxes on importations 
from American companies that are working outside their 
borders, the subject is really intricate because Mexico is a key 
element on the production route of big American companies. 
We should also keep in mind that this trade generates around 
600 billion dollars a year between both countries, which means 
1.6 million per day. 

9) This election triumph has four immediate implications on 
Mexican economy:
 • In the next twelve months, or maybe even two years, foreign 

investments will stop, as they will wait for the changes to come 
with the US government.

 • The US will have a looser fiscal policy, which will be 
compensated by a monetary restrain by the FED, and this 
will be reflected on higher interests, that will automatically 
generate higher interests in Mexico.

 • The new administration will allow exportation of natural 
gas and will promote the exportation of oil and gas This will 
provoke a decrease in the price of those commodities. As a 
direct consequence, a reduction to the earnings of PEMEX 
should be anticipated, that will translate into more austerity 
for Mexico. 

 • The remittances are the highest entry of money to Mexico 
and they will definitely be affected by the new restrictions and 
parameters that will start with the new administration.

10) We can expect next year to have a lot of tensions between the 
new government in the US and the Mexican government. With 
this new perspective, we can tell that Mexican president, Enrique 
Peña Nieto was not wrong to meet with Trump before the 
election. Mexico has to face this situation with three key actions:
 • The country must increase to its greatest the communication 

with the closest circle of the new American president and his 
administration.

 • Adopt an impartial approach to the media distressing 
accusations.

 • Have a contingency plan to face the near future, being 
prepared for good things to come, but also be ready to face 
the worst. 
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What will you do next? Big data,
machine learning and the mining of human network

Discussion initiator:

Bradley Betts 
PhD, Managing Director, Scientific Active Equity Blackrock, USA  

Big data and machine learning do not replace traditional 
investment, but are quickly becoming an increasingly necessary 
tool for great investment. The financial industry is entering a 

new era where the biggest competitors in terms of both technology 
and human capital, are no longer financial firms, but technology 
companies.

 Science fiction, in particular Asimov’s “Foundation” trilogy 
has been an inspiration for people who now work in mathematics 
and computer science. Companies such as Boston Dynamics are now 
creating robots that make people wonder whether the robots will 
identify humans as the problem at some point, which is why these 
companies are looking towards Asimov’s three laws of robotics, which 
prevent robots from harming humans .

“The two main concerns 
related to artificial 

intelligence are 
overfeeding, that is to say, 

when you find a correlation 
in sample data that is not 

true in the real world; 
and when data patterns 
change and past data is 

not representative going 
forward”.
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 What is big data? Even though all data is important, not all 
data is considered big data. Big data is that which, in addition to its 
size, allows human behavior patterns to be observed, such as data 
generated by social networks. This is a great technological challenge 
since it involves the analysis of social networks, videos, and even data 
generated by drones. For example, among hundreds and hundreds of 
data, internet searches make it possible to identify critical situations 
and possibly anticipate a certain event. This implies learning and it is 
exactly what machine learning is all about.

 Big data is not very structured, has big volumes, high 
frequencies and provides digital traces of human behavior, all of which 
poses significant technical challenges. The flow of information is so big 
that no human can keep up, and while things like reading 6,000 tweets 
per second might seem meaningless and often have a very high signal-
to-noise ratio, there is a lot of useful information that can be extracted 
by using machine learning.

 Machine learning is in the intersection of applied mathematics 
and computer science. The same algorithms can be used to power 
Boston Dynamics’ walking robots, DeepMind’s video game and go 
playing programs, and Google’s prediction of flu epidemics or trends 
in the financial market. 

 Blackrock was able to successfully predict financial trends 
during the 2008-2016 Spanish financial crisis by looking at Google 
search trends in Spain during this time. While conventional analysts 
expected people to reduce spending, search trends revealed people 
were looking on the web how to refinance their mortgages, and 
were interested in buying goods such as new cars, computers, air 
conditioners. With this information Blackrock was able to increase 
their investments in Spanish companies ahead of its competitors.

The two main concerns for artificial intelligence are:
1) Overfeeding: When an algorithm finds something that fit the 

sample data, but that is not necessarily true in the real world.
2) Non-stationarity: When data patterns change and data from the 

past is not representative of data going forward.

 The first risk can be reduced by using statistical controls, but 
the second risk is much harder to mitigate and requires continued 
research.

 Another challenge of big data is natural language processing. 
Blackrock uses information from regulatory filings, conference calls, 
social media and other sources, but all this information is intended for 
humans and as such is often ambiguous and context-dependent, which 
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makes it hard for computers to interpret. A human can analyze all this 
information much more easily than any computer, but while a human 
can focus on a few companies, these algorithms can keep track of an 
entire sector.

 Another example is the correlation of internet searches related 
to flu or colds, and flu outbreaks, which is so accurate that outbreaks 
may be predicted before they occur. However, sometimes search terms 
do not match the real world. This is another concern when handling 
big data. For example, in 2013 there was a big increase in search terms 
related to the flu, but there was no significant outbreak. The reason 
turned out to be that the system was not able to distinguish search terms 
driven by people’s fears and search terms born out of true symptoms.

 Despite the complexity of machine learning, examples of 
how it works can be found all around us in common situations. Small 
children use very similar methods every day to learn. If you hand a 
cotton candy to a small child, he may recognize it as an object, maybe 
a balloon, instead of thinking of it as food and will start playing around 
with it assuming it is a balloon. But as soon as he sees another child 
eating it, he changes his behavior and starts eating it. He can learn 
from others based on the context.

 What both machine learning and artificial intelligence have in 
common is that they teach you to be humble. Analyzing big data and 
financial markets show how difficult it is to predict the behavior of 
complex systems.
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Disruptive technologies in energy:
the wild cards that will change your world

Discussion initiator:

John L. Petersen
Founder and President, The Arlington Institute, USA

In recent years, a great technological evolution has taken place, 
providing us with many tools to generate energy by non-conventional 
methods. This represents a great opportunity for entrepreneurs. 

After the industrialization era, knowledge production has increased 
exponentially and transition periods between are becoming shorter. 
Thinking about what is to come, exposes people to new ideas and 
allows for innovation.

 Exposing people to new ideas and/or ways of interacting with 
energy is the main method to improve countless aspects of everyday life 
of the world population, such as quality of life, economy, environment 
and sustainability. There is no better way to improve the quality 
of life than giving people access to electricity, especially in a world 
that is moving towards using this kind of energy. New technologies 
do not come from within the system, but from outside, and they are 
revolutionizing everyday life and also several industries. 

 We live in an electric world, and thus the future of energy is 
essential. The future of energy is based on three essential principles: 
how it is generated, the materials that are being used in order to 
develop it, and the way in which it has been stored. 

“New technologies are 
not coming from the 

middle of the system, they 
come from the edges. 

You have to think outside 
the box in a new world 
in which information is 

getting cheaper and easily 
accessible”. 

“There is no better way to 
improve the quality of life 

than giving people access to 
electricity”.
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 Speaking about the way energy is being generated, some 
examples from recent years are: 

• Solar/wind fuel cells  
• Deep drilling tidal energy 
• Rotating magnetic systems  
• Waste-to-energy 
• Cold fusion
• Solid State Generators
• Magrav plasma reactors

 Each one of these ways of generating energy allows sustainability 
and also a better use of resources, since each of them places energy as 
a key point for development.

 On the other hand, in terms of materials and resources that 
promise to revolutionize the energy industry we can find:

• High solar efficiency
• Nano Superconductivity
• Hydrinos
• Graphene
• Stanene

 These last two have taken great relevance in the energy world, 
because their properties allow for greatly improving efficiency in 
technology.

 Last, storing energy represents a huge challenge. Nowadays, it is 
not about simply generating energy, but rather having the appropriate 
and efficient storage and transmission capacity for energy to be used. 
Four of the main methods in this area that have also become innovative 
ways of storing electrical energy are:

• Super Capacitors
• Prieto Batteries
• Printed Batteries
• Thorium Plasma Batteries
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 Regulations on energy may represent an obstacle for innovation 
in this field. Big corporations, lobby groups, and the agenda of some 
governments prefer to keep the status quo in order to protect specific 
interests. It is essential to empower the least fortunate sectors of the 
population, so that the impact on the world of energy can be greater 
and they can also enjoy the benefits of technological advances, causing 
a greater impact on a large scale in the future.

 Many of the new alternatives to generate energy do not need 
any fuel to operate. It is only a matter of making an initial investment 
in infrastructure, and the energy will keep generating thanks to natural 
resources. Some of them, such as solar energy, are not fully exploited. 
Once we improve this, we will see a significant difference in the way we 
produce and consume energy. 

 Finally, technology is available and accessible to most of the 
population, which prompts greater development. Resources such 
as printed batteries, solid state generators, cold fusion, and rotating 
magnetic systems can be freely accessed thanks to the internet, 
consequently allowing people to not only have access to information 
on how to use any of these methods, but also allowing them to enjoy the 
benefits provided by each of these ways of generating and/or storing 
energy.

 It is important to think outside of the box, using technology 
and its benefits to innovate and generate new ideas that increase 
and improve the energy market, so businesses can be sustainable 
and profitable. Mixing innovation with sustainable processes can be 
the best way to grow in terms of energy. The world is experiencing 
a period of unprecedented and exponential change, which demands 
innovation and awareness on energy related issues.
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India and Mexico are more alike than you think:
what can we learn from each other to do better than we do now?

Discussion initiator:

Omkar Goswami
Founder, CERGINDIA, India

A country like India, with a very large population -around 1.2 
billion people- is in a difficult position in regards to development 
and growth. India’s population within its main cities is not very 

different to Mexico City’s, and although some would think these two 
countries are very different, they actually have many things in common.

 In the last 20 years, India has been positioned as the second 
fastest growing emerging market. Its economy has been growing 
around 8% per year. However, this is not good enough for such a large 
country, as 25% of its population lives in extreme poverty. 

 An important thing to be noted in India is the growth of its 
young population, which is the largest of the world. This could be a 
great advantage, as long as the government gives them the power and 
opportunities that will make a difference in the next decades. 

 For our countries to stand out, we require having strong and 
vast energy sources, and also a good amount of entrepreneurs with 
the right motivation to explore the options that our countries have. 
Achieving this depends on having an accurate approach on the 
education to which most people have access. We need to change the 
idea that young people should go to school to listen, memorize, and 
comply to what teachers say, rather than being capable of questioning 

“An education system that 
does not actively encourage 
independent thinking, and 
does not encourage people 

to question authority 
will never push countries 
forward and will not have 

an impact on a social or 
cultural level”.
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or challenging what they are being taught. That is the only way they will 
be able to question the world in which they live and prompt changes. 

 The way we educate youth will make a great difference in the 
economy and stability of our countries. If the system does not develop 
this kind of education where students can ask, and get answers and 
options, the country will not have many chances to move forward. We 
are too used to being part of a culture that draws us into being executors 
and not creators, and that is why we are facing so many problems on a 
global level. 

 France is an example of those countries that have failed in 
education because they have not managed to educate people the right 
way, as they thought they had it all right and stopped making an effort 
to innovate, to change, and to take risks. 

 Another reason why countries fail on education and growth 
is bureaucracy. Bureaucracy slows processes down and makes them 
difficult for people who want to start their own business. This makes 
young entrepreneurs lose the interest in innovating or starting a new 
lifestyle. When the only choices people have are to work for a company 
or the government, they are not given the chance to become an 
entrepreneur.

 An education system that does not actively encourage 
independent thinking, and does not encourage people to question 
authority will never push countries forward and will not have an impact 
on a social or cultural level. In countries where education is not the 
main concern, rather than success being success, it will simply “not be 
a failure.” 
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Enrique Peña Nieto
Miguel Alemán Velasco

Career Award for Miguel Alemán Velasco

On November 15, 2016, president Enrique Peña Nieto honored 
the 14th edition of the Mexico Business Summit with his 
presence. Like every year, the President attended the annual 

event to address the Summit’s participants. This year, however, he 
requested that a video be played before his speech.

 The video recounted the political and business career of 
Miguel Alemán Velasco, listed his publications, television and film 
productions, discussed his accomplishments as president of the senate 
and governor of the state of Veracruz, highlighted his role as adviser 
to several companies and foundations and summarized his legacy as a 
visionary leader passionate about Mexico.
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 After the video, the president presented Miguel Alemán Velasco 
with the award given by the National Board for the Competitiveness of 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. The chairman of the Mexico 
Business Summit accepted it with great pleasure and then gave a 
speech where he restated his loyalty to the country and its president 
and insisted in the need to build a nation that unites all members of 
society and which we all must have faith in.

 “In these tumultuous times that have seen the rise of divides 
we once thought overcome, it is necessary to have faith and create a 
plan based on our common interests. We need the participation of 
the academic, business, and consulting communities as well as opinion 
leaders, civil servants, legislators and political figures with considerable 
experience and abilities both at the national and international levels. 
We must start a constructive dialogue, especially with young people, 
who are the future. When history calls, it is time to be patriotic. That is 
the legacy we can leave for our children.”
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Statement from the Postgraduate Students 
14th edition of the Mexico Business Summit 

“It is always possible to do the impossible for an ideal.” With these 
inspiring words, Miguel Alemán inaugurated the 14th Mexico 
Business Summit, “Embarking on the New Technological Era.”

 Mexico has a rich culture, a privileged geography and capable 
citizens. It has the potential to join the new technological era. In this 
historic moment, it is necessary to adapt quickly and to foster innovation 
and creativity.

 What do we mean by technological era? We are speaking of 
connectivity, of the ease with which international business can be carried 
out, of the new ways to face and solve problems in health, security and 
climate change, of the development of renewable energies—one of 
the most important concerns globally which has become the pillar of 
technological development in recent decades. The technological era 
should not be understood as innovation in manufacturing processes; 
technology is not synonymous with robots.

 The technological era goes further: it is based on the data 
generated each passing second which has become an everyday tool 
for many services. Its usefulness changes constantly depending on 
its applications, and it reveals our reality and vulnerabilities. The 
technological future rests in all of this data. Even human behavior can 
be predicted to a certain degree.

 Mexico is lagging 25 years behind in technology, education and 
regulation. The result is inefficiency in creating healthy ecosystems 
for entrepreneurship and innovation. In order to solve this, we must 
work fast and integrate the experience of key players in Mexico today—
businesspeople, rulers and representatives of the civil society—with the 
younger generations, which have the advantage of being digital natives.
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 This summit gathers different groups of people who drive 
economic development: businesspeople, scholars, representatives of the 
civil society and politicians. There is no longer talk of a triple helix since 
technology has entered the game. The challenge now is to establish 
platforms for global communication that foster new cooperative 
relationships for creating and consolidating businesses both locally and 
internationally.

 The challenges ahead are undoubtedly abundant, but so are 
the opportunities. We have before us the chance to become part of the 
globalized world, a new technological world where physical limitations 
no longer exist and the opportunities are infinite.

 As young graduate students, our main interest lies in raising 
awareness about the need to provide the necessary tools for the new 
generations that grow and live in a digital world. As was mentioned in one 
of the panels, why don’t we have our Google or Amazon? Simply because 
we have not wanted to build one. We need digital-minded governments 
that apply sensible regulation, companies interested in funding new 
ideas and developing startups, education focused on developing abilities 
that can help answer society’s prevailing needs and support for research 
through different educational and governmental institutions so that we 
are able to fulfill our social obligations as professionals.

 What do we propose? We should preserve and strengthen our 
relationships with countries like India, China, Japan, Panama and Israel, 
among others, with which we share some similarities and which have 
shared during the summit their different approaches to get ahead during 
times of crisis. Today these countries are economic, technological and 
social exemplars.

 Our country can be though of as two separate ones. Rather than 
being preoccupied, we must be occupied in strengthening and uniting 
our nation in order to get ahead. As young people, we promise not to 
look for a different branch to rest on but to keep flying.
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Closing Message

Miguel Alemán Velasco
President, Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

Rafael Moreno Valle
Governor of the State of Puebla

Alfonso García Cacho
Principal, Mexico Business Summit 

A successful edition of Mexico’s Business Summit comes to an end. 
Challenges were laid out and solutions that give Mexico great 
reasons to be optimistic were found. It was a great opportunity 

to discuss, exchange, and design new ideas.

 Everyone who made this summit possible are cornerstones 
that made this event a huge success: attendees, speakers, experts, 
technicians, organizers, sponsors, and of course the State of Puebla, 
host of this years’ Summit.

 Everyone who can lead us towards Mexico’s transformation is 
more than welcome to join us in next year’s edition on October 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th.
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Final Remarks 

In the words of Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico 
Business Summit, “anticipation means preparing options, 
designing alternatives and proposing innovations for the benefit 

of the people.” This was the spirit with which the more than thirty 
sessions of the 14th edition of the Mexico Business Summit took place. 
Speakers and participants discussed how technology has transformed 
the way we do business, the country’s structural reforms and regulatory 
framework, the sectors with a high potential for growth at a national 
level and Mexico’s place in the global context.

 The event was characterized by a diverse representation of the 
private, public and academic sectors and it was covered by the media. 
Some prominent participants included Enrique Peña Nieto, president 
of Mexico, Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez, president of Panamá and 
Rafael Moreno Valle, governor of the host state of Puebla, as well as 
several secretaries of state, governors, ambassadors and chairmen 
and managing directors of important national and multinational 
companies.

 Under the motto “embarking on the new technological era” 
several sessions addressed the advantages of technology for building 
bridges and connecting people, the challenges that companies face in 
adapting to the technological changes and the arrival of new business 
models and stakeholders triggered by these changes. Other topics 
included the threat posed by technology for security and privacy and 
the emerging but still unexplored areas of opportunity for growth that 
will undoubtedly be accompanied by necessary changes in training, 
work plans, etc.

 The results of the recent United States election were frequently 
discussed: “how will Trump’s presidency affect Mexico’s outlook?” The 
scenarios presented were not very optimistic, but after analyzing the 
specific impact on the automotive, aeronautics and tourism industries, 
among others, as well as the measures the new administration might 
adopt on border policy and migration, conclusions were not alarming. 
There are certain production processes and supply chains that cannot 
be broken up overnight, there are institutional checks and balances 
that Trump will have to face before passing certain measures, the 2018 
midterm United States elections could limit his range of action, and the 
costs of projects like the border wall could prove prohibitive in reality. 
As for the Mexico-United States border, an interesting discussion 
focused on how technology might be used to increase security for both 
countries.
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 A certain fable about a king who raised hunting falcons was 
mentioned frequently during this edition of the Mexico Business 
Summit. In the fable, the king was raising three hunting falcons. Two 
of them left the nest when the time came while the third lingered on 
the tree branch for months after. The king was worried and sought the 
counsel of the wisest people. After many attempts to get the falcon to 
fly, a farmer promised the king that he would succeed. The next day, to 
everyone’s amazement, the falcon flew gently over the kingdom. The 
king asked the farmer how he had managed to do it and he answered, 
“I just chopped off the branch and the falcon did what was in its nature 
all along: fly.”

 Perhaps this is exactly what Mexico needs: a small push. 
Technological developments could be the tool to achieve this if our 
society manages to adapt to them at both the public and private levels. 
The other essential element is the unity of all Mexicans—the complete 
participation of the civil society in building a thriving country.
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participants



A Alemán Magnani Claudia
INTERJET

Alemán Magnani Miguel
Grupo Alemán-Interjet

Alemán Velasco Miguel
México Cumbre de Negocios

Aliaga Campuzano María Del 
Mar
Nestlé

Almaráz Petrie Gustavo
Grupo Estrategia Política

Almazán Juan Pablo
ILIM México

Alonso Rafael
Airbus Latin America & 
Caribbean

Alonso Sendino Raymundo
Grupo As

Alonso Y Caloca Aurelio
Ideas | Informática Soporte, S.A. 
de C.V.

Alva Salvador
Tecnológico de Monterrey

Alva Gómez Salvador
ITESM

Álvarez Certucha Bernardo
Idesa S.A. de C.V.

Amador Olvera Jesús
UDLAP

Amutio De Diego Miguel Ángel
Grupo Ferretero Milenio, S.A. 
de C.V.

Aragón Reyes Ramón
CONAFOR

Aragones Mercedes
AliaRSE

Abed Cesin Julián
Grupo Spersa / Contactnext, 
S.A. de C.V.

Adams Lewis
Heidrick & Struggles

Aguilar Chedraui Jorge
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Aguilar Fraga Benito
Servicios Administrativos 
Adecco

Aguilar López Mercedes
Oficina del C. Gobernador del 
Estado de Puebla

Aguilar Rule Hesiquio
Gobierno de Quintana Roo

Ahmed Azam
The New York Times

Ajuria Benavides Sandra 
Fabiola
Universidad Anáhuac

Alarcón Brockmann Patricia
Grupo Alarcón

Alarcón Brockmann Rocío
Grupo Alarcón

Alarie Pierre
Embajada de Canadá en 
México

Albarran Tammy
Covington & Burling LLP

Alejo Domínguez Cupertino
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Alemán Chang Omar
Grupo Líder Editorial

Arandia Muguira Luis Demetrio
Descafeinadores Mexicanos, 
S.A. de C.V.

Aranguren Tréllez Luis
Arancia Industrial, S.A. de C.V.

Arballo Lujan Gustavo
Cámara Mexicana de la 
Industria de la Construcción

Argüelles Gutiérrez Sergio
FINSA

Argüelles González Sergio
FINSA

Aementa Mier Alejandro
H. Congreso de La Unión

Arosemena Augusto
Panamá

Arreola Jiménez Abelardo
Grupo Requiez, S.A. de C.V.
Arrocha Melitón
Panamá

Arslanova Guzel
United Engine Corporation

Arteaga Carreño Sergio 
Alejandro
Universidad Politécnica de 
Pachuca

Assa Farca Isaac
AKZA

Ayala Romo Félix
Productos Alimenticios La 
Morena, S.A.

Aziz Checa Luis Alberto
Aziz & Kaye Abogados, S.C.

B

Babatz Adolfo
Clip

B
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Balcazar Peregrina Ennio
Volkswagen Óptima 
Angelópolis

Banck Serrato Luis
H. Ayuntamiento Municipal 
Puebla

Banks Ken
Baltimore Branch

Barba Ortiz Julio César
Laboratorios Pisa, S.A. De C.V.

Barberán Fons Julio José
Grupo Hotelero B&B

Barbosa Lopes Daniel Joao
Siemens

Barona Gendrop Franco
Dodecahedron Investment

Barragán González 
Maximiliano
Presidencia

Barreira Arturo
Airbus

Barrientos Tamariz Miguel
UDLAP

Bautista Plancarte Francisco
Ernst & Young

Beaudoin Pierre
Bombardier Inc.

Bello García De Vinuesa Alberto
Grupo Expansión

Beltrán Moreno Bernardo
Office Coffee Service, S.A. de 
C.V.

Benítez Pablo
The Gap Partnership

Benítez Luna Elizabeth
UDLAP

Bersin Alan
Department of Homeland 
Security

Brockmann García Gonzalo
Cadena Hotelera HDA, S.A. de 
C.V.

Brownlee Bruce
Toyota Motor Corporation

Burillo Lozano Dulce María
Universidad Anáhuac Puebla

Buttner Klaus
Alberta Mexico Office

C

Cababie Daniel Elías
GICSA, S.A. de C.V.

Calderón Mosqueda Gerardo
Adecco

Calzada Claudia
Toyota

Calzada Rovirosa José
SAGARPA

Camba Raúl
Accenture

Campbell Lorna
ExxonMobil Exploration 
Company

Campell Ronal
Panamá

Campos De Parry Soledad
Embajada de Perú En México

Camuñez Michael
ManattJones Global Strategies

Cannizzo Reniú Carlo 
Bartolomeo
Cannizzo, Ortiz y Asociados, 
S.C.

Cañedo Carrion Rafael
Marconi Comunicaciones, S.A. 
de C.V.

Betts Bradley
BlackRock

Betz Yves
Zurich

Bianchi Beltrami Giancarlo
Constructora Terme, S.A. de 
C.V.

Bloda Tadeusz
Inmetmatic S.A. de C.V.

Bobadilla Muguira Gabriel
Café Tostado de Exportación, 
S.A. de C.V.

Boginsky Andrey
Federación Rusa

Bohinc Kyle
Euromonitor International

Boileau Guy
Canadian Embassy In Mexico

Bojórquez Valenzuela Enrique
AMFE, A.C.

Bordinhao Ricardo
FALCONI Consultores de 
Resultado

Boy Pineda Mauricio
Cargo Group International 
Logistics

Braun Miguel
Gobierno de Argentina

Bremer Gutiérrez Carlos
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Brisson Brian Christopher
Embajada de los Estados 
Unidos

Britton Christopher
Embajada de los Estados 
Unidos

C
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Cepeda Rodríguez Abelardo
Consorcio Global Act, S. De R.L.

Cerisola Pedro
Indra Sistemas Mexico, S.A. de 
C.V.

Cervantes Diaz Francisco A.
CONCAMIN

Cervantes Palacios Francisco
CONCAMIN

Cesin Rojas Miguel
Econtact Professional Services, 
S.A. de C.V.

Céspedes Peregrina Sergio 
Salomón
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Ciasca Marcelo
Stefanini

Ciceño Edgar
Safran

Cobo María Fernanda
Accenture

Colinas Cruz Adrián
Empaques Especializados 
SANROKE, S.A. de C.V.

Conde Pérez Marco Antonio
Universidad Del Conde

Cordeiro Enio
Embajada de Brasil en México

Cordova Moran Hersilia Onfalia 
Adamina
H. Congreso de La Unión

Corona Cremean Diego
Secretaría de Infraestructura

Corral Cardoso Juan José
Tecnodenim

Cortés Juan Carlos
FND

Cossío José Ramón
Suprema Corte de Justicia de la 
Nación

Cruz Ballado Jorge Luis
Api Lázaro Cárdenas, 
Michoacán

Cruz Bermudez Jorge Benito
CAPCEE

Cue Juan José
H. Ayuntamiento Puebla

Cue Moran Jorge Eduardo
Inmobiliaria 17 Poniente, S.A. 
de C.V.

Cue Pandal Eduardo
Autobuses México Puebla 
Estrella Roja, S.A. de C.V.

Cuevas Nuñez Víctor
Embajada de Paraguay en 
México

Curiel Daniel
CCIJ

CH

Chacón Pérez José Alfredo
Navistar Financial México, S.A. 
de C.V.

Chain Carrillo Michel
Secretaría de Competitividad, 
Trabajo y Desarrollo

Chan Ronnie C.
Hang Lung Properties Limited

Chávez Medellín Adriana
Grupo Gondi

Chedraui Budib José
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Chertorivski Woldenberg 
Salomón
Secretaría de Desarrollo 
Económico

Caride Ignacio
MercadoLibre.com

Carrasco Altamirano Diódoro
Secretaría General De Gobierno

Carreño Figueras José
Excélsior

Carreño Frausto Héctor
Omnilife

Carrera García Esteban Faustino
Concamin

Carrillo Castro Alejandro
Fundación Miguel Alemán, A.C.

Carrillo Gamboa Emilio
Bufete Carrillo Gamboa, S.C.

Carrión Rodríguez Eugenio 
Pacelli Francisco
ANTAD

Carvallo Garnica Sergio
Almidones Mexicanos, S.A. de 
C.V.

Castanon Herrera Eukid
STConsultores 
Gubernamentales

Castañón Juan Pablo
Consejo Coordinador 
Empresarial

Castellanos Sánchez Alejandro
Semillas IYADILPRO Y YA, S.A. 
de C.V.

Castillo De Cañedo Coral
Cinco Radio

Castillo Hernández Ulises
Telmex

Castro Jorge
Sintec

Cepeda Eduardo
J.P. Morgan

CH
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E

Elguea Solís Javier Antonio
Fundación Carlos Slim

Elizalde Gutiérrez Alejandro 
Raúl
Humana de Equipo y 
Materiales, S.A. de C.V.

Emiralp Oguz
Embajada de Turquía

Engel David Graham
Embajada de Australia en 
México

Enriquez Merlín Carla 
Guadalupe
Grupo Gasolinero Tao, S.A. de 
C.V.

Escalante Rafael
Grupo Aleman

Escobedo Zoletto Neftalí 
Salvador
Secretaría De Salud

Escudero Cárdenas Rodrigo
Autobuses México Puebla 
Estrella Roja S.A. de C.V.

Espinosa Aguilar Gerardo
Ink Pr

Espinosa Calderón Alejandro
LiCore

Espinosa Vasconcelos Fernando
Sintec

Espinosa Villarreal Oscar
Bufete Consulta, S.A. De C.V.

Esquer Raygadas Héctor 
Eduardo
Consorcio Consultivo para el 
Desarrollo, S.A. de C.V.

De Royer Maxence
Nestlé México

Del Campo Urias Omar
Rivadeneyra Treviño Y De 
Campo S.C.

Del Castillo Torre De Mer Rafael
Banca Afirme S.A.

Del Rosario Jonattan
Panamá

Del Valle Toca Santiago
Constructora y Perforadora 
Latina, S.A. de C.V.

Derbez Bautista Luis Ernesto
Universidad de las Américas 
Puebla

Desai Jeremy B.
Apotex Inc.

Devlyn Mortensen Frank James
Grupo DEVLYN, S.A. de C.V.

Diaz Medina Hiram David Saul
Burel, S.A. de C.V.

Diez Morodo Valentín
COMCE

Domínguez Hugo
Grupo Expansión

Domínguez Gil José Alfonso
Promociones de Servicios 
Integrales Gloel, S.A. de C.V.

Domínguez Munguía Rodolfo
Universidad Anáhuac

Donehoo Stephen
McLarty Associates

Dorantes González Víctor 
Alfonso
Universidad Anáhuac Puebla

Dupriez Sandrine
SONOVA

Chuan Ming Zou
Embajada de China

D

Davis Jimmy
ExxonMobil

De Alba Cordero Miguel Hugo
Desarrollos & Inversiones 
México

De Córdova Bojorquez Carlos 
Alberto
Más Comunicación

De La Garza Zamarrón Enrique 
Alberto
Value, S.A. de C.V. Casa de 
Bolsa

De La Guardia Dulcidio
Panamá

De La Madrid Cordero Enrique
Secretaría de Turismo

De La Madrid Cubillas Francisco
Submetrópoli de Tijuana - 
Grupo El Florido

De La Madrid García Francisco
Grupo El Florido - Fid. 
Submetrópoli de Tijuana

De La Mora Honc Vladimiro
General Electric

De Luisa Iker
Asociación Mexicana de 
Ferrocarriles, A.C.

De Mendieta Zapata Stephany
Daimler Vehículos Comerciales 
México

De Román González Leslie
Universidad Anáhuac

De Rosenzweig Mendialdua 
Francisco
White&Case

D
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García Carlos
Sintec

García José Andrés
United States-Mexico Chamber

García Cacho Alfonso
Cumbre de Negocios

García Elizondo Américo
Protein, S.A. De C.V.

García Escobar Lilia Arminda
H. Congreso de La Unión

García Garza Manuel
Bright Finishing

García Cacho Herrerías Adriana
Adriana Chula Diseños y 
Descoración S.A. de C.V.

García Lascurain Vargas Laura
Digital Lascurain

García Lascurain Vargas María 
Antonieta
SNTE

Garro Gálvez Julio Hernán
Embajada de Perú En México

Garza Álvarez José Luis
Interjet

Garza Proal Pablo
Tecnoman S.A. de C.V.

Garza Vargas Ana
Grupo R

Gil Elorduy Ernesto
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Hidalgo

Giorgana Jiménez Victor 
Manuel
H. Congreso de La Unión

Gómez Gustavo
Euromonitor International

Figurov Yaroslav
Ministry of Industry & Trade of 
Russia

Fink Gail
Cornell University

Flores Flores Juan Luis
MARHNOS
Flores Miranda Lizbeth
UPAEP

Flores Toledano Roberto
Tribunal Superior de Justicia

Franco Díaz De León Juan 
Carlos
Grupo ADO

Franco Macías Agustín María
Grupo INFRA

Fromow Rángel María De los 
Ángeles
MAF Consultoría

Fuentes Berain Villenave 
Rossana
México Media Lab S21, S.C.

Funes Rafael
LOVIS

Funes Garay Carlos Antonio
Softtek

G

G. Ramírez Ana Laura
Hera Apparel S.A. de C.V.

Gallardo Álvarez Julio César
Cámara Peruana de 
Empresarios Mineros

Garcia Frédéric
Airbus Group Mexico

García Villa Agustín Antonio
Fondo Nacional De Fomento Al 
Turismo

Evans Michelle
Euromonitor International

F

Fabila Rubio Francisco
Kansas City Southern de México

Favier Salcedo Álvaro
Grupo Favier

Ferezin Luiz Carlos
Accenture

Ferman Quirarte Jorge 
Mauricio
Secretaria de Seguriad Pública 
Puebla

Fernandes Larry
Ingredion México, S.A. de C.V.
Fernández Ayelén
Alemán

Fernández Del Campo Pablo
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Fernández Horacio
Accenture

Fernández Cortés Gustavo
Secretaría de Competitividad, 
Trabajo y Desarrollo

Fernández Domínguez Samuel
Productos Parafinicos San 
Valentín, S.A. de C.V.

Fernández-Cid Luis
Embajada de España en México

Ferrari Pardiño Ramón
Consejo de Desarrollo del 
Papaloapan

Ferrer Brabata Fernando
Mundo Ejecutivo

Fichte Geoffrey Richard
HSBC México, S.A.

F
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Gómez Maldonado Maiella
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Gómez Daza Rángel Manuel
GD Desarrollo de Proyectos, 
S.A. de C.V.

González Francisco N.
ProMéxico

González Díaz Enrique
Operadora De Bodegas, S.A. de 
C.V.

González González Víctor
Value Arrendadora

González Laporte Claudio X.
Kimberly-Clark de México, SAB 
de C.V.

González Márquez Luis Miguel
El Economista

González O’Farrill María 
Eugenia
Consejo De Promoción Turística 
De México - Sectur

González Parás José Natividad
Cosultoría Estratégica Primer 
Círculo, S.C.

González Quijano José Antonio
Cámara de Industria Textil 
Puebla y Tlaxcala

González Santos Luis Gerardo
FSPM, S.A. de C.V.

Goswami Omkar
CERG Advisory Private Limited

Gou Durante Fernando Martín
Grupo Expansión

Gracida Lizette
Toyota Motor Sales de México

Gutiérrez Maldonado Lucía Eva
ANTAD
Gutiérrez Servién Ramiro
FINSA

Guzmán y Bofill Carlos
ICA y CEEG

H

Hakim Simón Miguel
Coordinación Estatal De 
Asuntos Internacionales Puebla

Halal William E.
TechCast Global Inc.

Hanan José
Efekto 10

Heilbron Pedro
Panamá

Heller Jack
Heller Law Firm

Heredia Rubio Rafael
Heredia Rubio Abogados, S.C.

Hernández Calderón Jorge 
Otilio
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Hernández Jaime
CFE

Hernández Castán Jesús
UPAEP

Hernández Correa Tomás
Alimentos TEI, S. de R.L. de C.V.

Hernández Hernández Jesús
Grupo Expansión

Hernández Montes José Ma.
Derivados Metálicos de 
Querétaro, S.A. de C.V.

Grajales Farías Antonio
Multimedios Grupo Oro, S.A. 
de C.V.

Grajales Sansores Rafael
Butaby, SA de CV

Granillo Álvarez Nallely
COPPEL

Grayeb Ruíz Benjamín
Consejo Nacional Agropecuario

Greenlee Stephen
ExxonMobil Exploration 
Company

Grijalva Vega Amapola
World Trade Consultants 
Group, S.A. de C.V.

Guadarrama Aguilar Javier
Alemán Velasco Y Asociados

Guajardo Villarreal Ildefonso
Secretaría de Economía

Güémez Sarre Guillermo
Grupo Financiero Banorte

Güereña De La Llata José María
Universidad de Sonora

Guerra Luis Manuel
INAINE

Gutiérrez Jorge
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Gutiérrez Garza Jorge 
Fernando
Value Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de 
C.V.

Gutiérrez Vega Enrique
Banorte

Gutiérrez Candiani Gerardo
Titular de la Autoridad Federal 
para el Desarrollo de las Zonas 
Económicas Especiales.

H
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Kohlsdorf Hans
Efficient Ideas, S.A. de C.V.

Kraiem Ruben
Covington & Burling LLP

Kuga Takaaki
Toyota Motor Sales de México

Kurezyn Díaz Crishelen
Universidad Popular Autónoma 
del Estado de Puebla

Kuri Curiel Mauricio
Hill&Knowlton

L

Lacherade David
CDI GLOBAL

Lazo Margain Lorenzo
Alemán Velasco y Asociados

Leal Diaz Juan David
Berkeley Research Group 
Mexico

Leal Islas Patricia
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Leal Ocampo Brenda M.
Citi Banamex

Leal Poucel José Fernando
Universidad De Las Américas 
Puebla

Leemhuis Margriet
Embajada del Reino de los 
Países Bajos

Leñero Álvarez Mónica 
Gabriela
ANTAD

Lepe Bismarck
Wiseline

Lezama Brito Jorge Humberto
T-Systems México, S.A. de C.V.

Jalil Hernández Germán Miguel
TOMSA Construcciones

Jasqui Amiga Jacobo
Inmobiliaria y Promotora 
Nacional Metropolitana, S.A.

Jean Gerardo
Televisa Puebla

Jenny Del Rincón Ricardo
COPPEL

Jiménez Huerta Francisco Javier
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Jiménez Uribe Andrés
Cemex Panamá

Jiménez Barrera José Luis
COPARMEX

Joaquin Coldwell Pedro
Secretaría de Energía

Joaquín González Carlos
Gobierno del Estado de 
Quintana Roo

Juárez Galindo Ignacio
24 Horas Puebla / Edictum, S.A. 
de C.V.

Juraidini Rumilla Jorge Alberto
Telecomunicaciones De México

Justo Sierra Rivera Manuel
Aerolíneas Ejecutivas, S.A. de 
C.V.

K

Karam Daniel
Hill&Knowlton

Kelly Clare
Embajada de Nueva Zelanda

Kohlmann Eduardo
Operadora del Bosque

Herrera Lorena
Nestlé México

Herrera Espinosa Víctor
Standard & Poor´s

Herrera Vega Manuel
Concamin

Hidalgo Noriega Enrique
ExxonMobil Exploración y 
Producción México

Hincapié Luis Miguel
Gobierno de la República de 
Panamá

Holzer Neumann Andrés
Holzer y Cía, S.A. de C.V.

Hon Paul
ILIM

Hrinak Donna
Boeing

Huepa Pérez Miguel Ángel
H. Congreso de La Unión

Huerta Villegas Genoveva
H. Congreso de La Unión

I

Ibarra Covarrubias Carlos
Intermoda Fashion Group

Islas Maldonado Gerardo
Secretaría de Desarrollo Social 
del Estado de Puebla

J

Jacobson Roberta
Embajada de Estados Unidos en 
México

Jaime Treviño Edna Camelia
México Evalúa

I

J

K
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Márquez Jiménez Alfredo
Centrifugados Mexicanos, S.A. 
de C.V.

Martí Bolaños Cacho Alejandro 
Jaime
AMFE, A.C.

Martínez Cabrera Félix
ANICAFE, A.C.

Martínez Cortés Fernando
ICE Asesores en Comunicación y 
Prensa, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Mondragón Jaime
ERM México, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Oyarzábal José 
Manuel
Carrizal Mining, S.A. de C.V.

Martínez Pichardo Marcela
Ingredion Mexico, S.A. de C.V.

Masalov Vladislav
United Aircraft Corporation
Masri Amkie Frida
AKZA

Mastretta Haces Claudia
Secretaría de Competitividad, 
Tabajo y Desarrollo

Masttreta Zaldivar Alejandro
Grupo Al- Tempo S.A. de C.V.

Mata González Luis Manuel
KPMG

Mata Temoltzin José G.
Universidad Anáhuac Puebla

Mauri Villariño Antonio
Soluciones Energéticas 
Mexicana

Luhnow Locke David
The Wall Street Journal

Luna Carlos
Volkswagen de México

M

Macari Alvaro Cabalan
Secretaría de Competitividad, 
Trabajo y Desarrollo

Macías Raquel
ExxonMobil de México

Macin Luis
Nestlé México

Madero Pinsón Eugenio Carlos
RASSINI

Maes Frank
SINTEC

Malayan Eduard
Embajada de la Federación de 
Rusia

Maluquer Trepar Ignacio
SICE

Marcos Giacoman Ernesto
Marcos y Asociados, 
Infraestructura y Energía, S.C.

Marenco Olavarrieta Adrián
Impulsora Industrial San Roque 
S.A. de C.V.

Marín Marcelo Maritza
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Marín Quintero Gilberto
Impulsora Latinoamericana de 
Energía Renovable, S.A.

Mariscal Servitje Nicolás
Grupo Marhnos

Mariscal Torroella Nicolás
Grupo Marhnos

Lindner López Hedwig
Arochi & Lindner S.C.

Lippeatt John David
Embajada de los Estados 
Unidos de America

Litchi Rovero Salvador
Nice De Mexico, S.A. de C.V.

Lobo De La Garza Humberto
Value

Longoria Galindo Fernando
Universidad Anáhuac

López Martínez Raúl
Grupo Alemán

López Torres Rafael
Grupo Pezlo

López Muñoz Valentín
Henkel Mexicana, S.A. de C.V.

López Piñero Daniel
Accenture

López Reyna Ma. Del Carmen
Programa de Agronegocios del 
Colegio de Postgraduados

López Rubí Armando
Impregrafic

López Mestre Ana
American Chamber México

López Portillo Maltos Carlos 
Manuel
Pinkerton

Loyo Quintero Karla
Cámara de Comercio y 
Tecnología México China

Lozano Olivares Luis F.
Toyota México

Lozano Villarreal Mauricio 
Ángel
Digital Media Technologies

M 
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Morales Gil Jade
GYLSA International Trading 
Ltd.

Morales Martínez Fernando
Secretaría General De Gobierno

Morán Calles Mario Ricardo
Aimee

Morán Rivera Marcelino
Muebles Baltasar, S. de R.L. de 
C.V.

Moreno Valle Rosas Rafael
Estado de Puebla

Motohiro Kondoh
Toyota Motor Corporation

Moya Clemente Roberto
Oficina del C. Gobernador del 
Estado de Puebla

Muguira Marenco Mauricio
Cafetalera Zeta, S.A. de C.V.

Muguira Revueta Domingo
Grupo Sanroke

Muñoz Rumilla José Mauricio
Grupo Lamitec

Murguía Ashby Juan Pablo
Murguia

Muris Salinas Víctor Horacio
Muris Salinas Consultores, S.C.

N

Naïm Ary
IFC

Nájera Colunga Luz Del Carmen
Ingredion Mexico, S.A. de C.V.

Narro Robles José
Secretaría de Salud

Natale López Juan Carlos
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Miranda Arias Guillermo
Intermedia-Publiregalo 
Empresarial

Miranda Arias Gustavo
Miraval Global, S.A. de C.V.

Miranda Moreno Rafael
Vision Consulting, S.A. de C.V.

Mitchell Helen
Embajada de Australia

Mondragón Alarcón Francisco 
Javier
Grupo Alemán

Mondragón Barrientos Jorge
Presidencia de La República

Montano Bermúdez José 
Alejandro
Diario “El Portal”

Montano Bermúdez María 
Eugenia
Diario “El Portal”

Montano Bermúdez Mónica
Diario “El Portal”

Montano Guzmán José 
Alejandro
Portal Comunicación 
Veracruzana, S.A. de C.V.

Montero Ponce Enrique
Radio Principal. S.A. de C.V.

Montero Rosano Ana Patricia
Tribuna Comunicación

Morales Aguilar Carla
Instituto Nacional de Migración

Morales Delgado Marco Tulio
Grupo Gylsa, S.A. de C.V.

Morales Flores Melquiades
Fundación BUAP

Mawcinitt Bueno Karla
MB Excelencia En Comunicación

Mccrea Steele Allan Patrick
Edelman

Meade Kuribreña José Antonio
Secretaría de Hacienda y 
Crédito Público

Medina Ochoa Alejandro
SNTE

Mejía Ortíz Benjamín
ABC Aerolíneas, S.A. de C.V.

Mejorada Flores Juan Rafael
Secretaría Desarrollo 
Económico Gobierno de Jalisco

Melchior Marcelo
Nestlé

Mello Vladimir
BMW Group Mexico

Méndez Regalado Miguel
Magna Internacional Inc.

Menéndez Priante José Ignacio
Inmobiliaria Menpri

Menéndez Suárez César
Actinver Grupo Finaciero, S.A. 
de C.V.

Meza Patrón Yazmyra Anari
Sindicato Nacional de 
Trabajadores de la Educación

Michaely Roni
Cornell Tech--Cornell University

Millán Bojalil Julio Alfonso
Coraza Corporación Azteca, 
S.A. de C.V.

Millán Costabile Mauricio
Coraza Corporación Azteca, 
S.A. de C.V.
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Ortíz Paz Marco Antonio
Grupo GMI

Ortiz Mena López Negrete 
Antonio
Albright Stonebridge Group

Oswald Erik
ExxonMobil Exploration 
Company

P

Padilla Saavedra Marco 
Antonio
Vanguardia y Cambio, S.A. de 
C.V.

Palacios Jiménez José
Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco

Palandjoglou Ianni
Rio Largo, Inc.

Palomares Ramirez Elvia 
Graciela
H. Congreso de La Unión

Pardeshi Muktesh K.
Embajada de la República de la 
India en México

Pardo Bejarano Juan Carlos
CANILEC

Pardo García Carlos A.
Navistar Mexico, S. de R.L. de 
C.V.

Parfait Daniel
Safran México

Pedrero Loaiza Anibal 
Alejandro
Notaría 10

Peled Jonathan
Embajada de Israel

Peña Aguilar Emanuel
Emanuel Peña

Peña Jacobo Leonardo Enrique
ProMéxico

Peña Nieto Enrique
Presidencia de la República 
Mexicana

Peña Tenorio Eduardo
ExxonMobil

Peralta Casáres Óscar
CIINOVA

Peralta Navarrete Óscar
CIINOVA

Perdomo Aparicio Yolanda
Organización Mundial del 
Turismo (OMT)

Peregrina Huerta Alfonso
ESVAMI

Pérez Manuel
Panamá

Pérez Saldias Jeronimo
Accenture

Pérez Arróniz Francis
Nestlé México

Pérez Bravo Nani José Antonio
Rivadeneyra Treviño Y De 
Campo, S.C.

Pérez Collado Juan Ignacio
Heidrick & Struggles

Pérez Villalobos Blanca Estela
C&E Personnel Administration

Pérez Cirera Santacruz Santiago
Perfromance Air

Petersen John L.
The Arlington Institute

Picker Schatz Ariel
Grupo Seguritech

Nitsch Mendy
Office Of The Secretary Of 
State

Noriega Cerwinka Francisco 
José
Grupo Expansión

Norikazu Kodama
Toyota Motor Corporation

Núñez López Víctor Leonel
Cubetas Omega

O

Obregón Salorio Gerardo
Prestadero

Okazaki Tatsuo
Toyota Motor Coporation

Olavarrieta Maldonado Martin 
Carlos
Secretaría de Relaciones 
Exteriores

Oliva Posada Javier
LSE

Olivares Pimentel Jorge
Op&a Business And Tax 
Consultants

Olvera Cravioto Gabriela
Bancomext

Olvera Escobar Óscar Alberto
Grupo Líder Editorial, S.A. de 
C.V.

Ornelas Lina
Google México

Oropeza Casas Jaime
Secretaría de Competitividad, 
Trabajo y Desarrollo

Ortega Olivé Arturo
Aerolíneas Ejecutivas, S.A. de 
C.V.
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Rodríguez Arregui Álvaro
IGNIA Partners, LLC

Rodríguez Daniel Francisco
Banorte

Rodríguez Della Vecchia 
Mónica
H. Congreso de La Unión

Rodríguez Nieto Emilio
Banorte

Rodríguez Regordosa Pablo
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Rodríguez Pullen Ignacio
Grupo TMM, SAB

Rodwell Christopher
Austrade

Rogozinski Schtulman Jacques
Nacional Financiera, SNC

Rojas Cabrera Alfredo
Grupo Alquimara

Rojas Vázquez Alejandro
Centro de Desarrollo del 
Sistema Coca-Cola, A.C.

Rositas Martinez Iván
Sintec

Roy Roberto R.
Gobierno de la República de 
Panamá

Roza De Oliveira Jorge
Embajada de Portugal en 
México

Rubido García Monte Alejandro
CISEN

Rubin Querejeta Larry D
Davison HR

Reus Rocha Antonio
Müller Martini Mexico

Reynoso José
Telmex

Riancho Cámara Luís Felipe
Ciclo Corporativo, S.A. de C.V.

Riestra Piña Rodrigo
Secretaría de Desarrollo Social

Riestra Piña Susana
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Rincón Arredondo Miguel
Bio Pappel, S.A. de C.V.

Ríos Kunkel Rafael
LISTICO Mobile Solutions

Rivera Espinosa José Gerardo
Autotransportes Oro

Rivera Hurtado Manuel
Travers Tools S. de R.L. de C.V.

Rivera Sosa Lorenzo
H. Congreso de La Unión

Rivero Guillermo
VICE

Robles Muguira Daniel
Deschis USA, Corp

Rodríguez Alfred
Cámara de Comercio Franco-
Mexicana

Rodríguez Rafael
Sintec

Rodríguez Acosta Marco 
Antonio
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Rodríguez Almeida Jesús
Seguridad Pública Puebla

Piña José Ignacio
Panamá

Placencia Enríquez Leonardo
Muebles Placencia

Prado Gómez Javier
Planet Hollywood Group 
Mexico

Prasad Sushil
Embassy Of India In Mexico

Puente Orozco Gustavo
Gobierno de San Luis Potosí

R

Rabinovitz Fainshtein Carlos
Concreto W, S.A. de C.V.

Ramírez Aguilar José Leobardo
Hera Apparel, S.A. de C.V.

Ramírez José Mauricio
Presidencia

Ramírez Chávez Luz Adriana
Visa International México, S.A. 
de C.V.

Ramírez Magnani José Luis
Interjet
Ramos Garzón Gonzalo
Airbus

Rendón Ugo
Presidencia

Rennhack Robert
International Monetary Fund

Represas De Almeida Carlos 
Eduardo
Bombardier Inc.

Represas Gil Carlos J.
Amskap Americas Capital 
Partners, S.A. de C.V.
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Sharma Shishir
Tatva Legal

Shigenobu Miki
Toyota Motor Coporation

Shmatikov Vitaly
Cornell University

Silva Ramos Carlos Alberto
Carrizal Mining, S.A. de C.V.

Sine Wesley
Cornell University

Slim Seade Héctor
TELMEX

Smadja Claude
Smadja & Smadja

Smadja Yael
Smadja & Smadja

Solís Cámara Jimenez Canet 
Fernando
Gruma SAB de C.V.

Sorel Marc
Powerjet

Soto Martínez Leobardo
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Sousa De Diego Alfredo
Multilink Servicios 
Profesionales, S.A. de C.V.

Spezzia Maceda Illiana 
Montserrat
Universidad Anáhuac Puebla

Standley Andrew
Delegación de la Unión 
Europea en México

Stefanini Marco
Stefanini

Sánchez Y Oldenhage Sandra
Probiomed, S.A. de C.V.

Sánchez De La Barquera 
Miranda Edgar
Business Coaching Center, S.C.

Sánchez-Rico Julio
Indra Sistemas Mexico, S.A. de 
C.V.

Santa Rita Moreno Ilse Magally
Grupo Expansión

Santana Jaime
COPPEL

Scherbinin Alexander
Russian Helicopters

Schtremel Sandro
Embajada de Argentina

Séguin Jean
Bombardier Aerostructures And 
Engineering Services

Segura Oyamburu Marc
Play Business

Seiya Nakao
Toyota Motor Corporation

Semple Kirk
The New York Times

Serebrisky Diego
Dalus Capital

Serrano Cuevas José Francisco
Grupo TMM, SAB

Serrano Segovia José Francisco
Grupo TMM, SAB

Shaffer Mark
Maryland Department Of The 
Environment

Shambaugh David
George Washington University

Ruíz Anitua Javier Antonio
Consorcio Intra

Ruíz Esparza Gerardo
Secretaría de Comunicaciones y 
Transportes

Ruíz Massieu Claudia
Secretaría de Relaciones 
Exteriores

Ruíz Dosal Gerardo
PRI

S

Saba Moises
Corporativo Mesa, S.A. de C.V.

Sada Solana Carlos Manuel
Embajada de México en 
Estados Unidos

Sadurni Gil Juan
Accenture

Salas Hernández Cirilo
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Salas Martín Del Campo Javier
ANTAD

Saldaña Pérez Lucero
Senado de la República

Sales Renato
Comisión Nacional de 
Seguridad

Sánchez Flores Antonio
Los Chilaquiles Restaurante

Sánchez Monrroy Norma
Banorte

Sánchez Regules José Ramón
SUMAGRO

Sánchez Sainz Margarita Del 
Pilar
PREPAL
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Valero Mota Medardo
Banorte

Valle Gómez Ana Silvia
Grupo Expansión

Varela Rodríguez Juan Carlos
Gobierno de la República de 
Panamá

Vargas Mauricio
Presidencia

Vargas Arroyo Mauricio
Presidencia de la República

Vázquez Raña Olegario
Grupo Empresarial Ángeles

Velasco Alvarado Pedro
Santamarina y Steta, S.C.

Velázquez Calva Rubén
Listicos

Velez Carlos
Kansas City Southern de México

Vera Ibarra Mario
Nestlé

Vergara Kuri Juan Ezequiel
Cargo Group International 
Logistics

Verma Rohit
Cornell University

Villa Trujillo Edith
H. Congreso de La Unión

Villafuerte Garza Nora
Nestlé México

Villalvazo Cámara José Gabriel
Parque Temático Cozumel, S.A. 
de C.V.

Villanueva Lomeli David
Auditoría Superior del Estado 
de Puebla

Toussaint Anne
Delegación General de Québec 
en México

Trauwitz Echeguren Ángel
Las Bodegas del Molino

Trauwitz Echeguren Roberto 
Antonio
Secretaría de Turismo, Estado 
de Puebla

Trejo Cervantes Max
Organismo Internacional de la 
Juventud para Iberoa

Treviño De Vega Blanca
Softtek, S.A. de C.V.

Trujillo Gutiérrez Aurora Eloisa
3Mind Strategic

Tsuru Alberu Kiyoshi
TMI Abogados

Turueño Duffour Francisco 
Javier
SL Sterling SC

U

Uchiyamada Takeshi
Toyota Motor Corporation

Umemura Jun
Toyota Motor

V

Valderrama Aralí
Sintec

Valdés Cuervo José
SGS de México, S.A. de C.V.

Valdés Ávila Julio
Grupo Juva

Valencia López Jorge
Grupo Interfranquicias

Stephenson John
Frost Brown Todd LLC

Stumpp Michael
Basf Mexicana, S.A. de C.V.

Suárez González Alfredo
Empacadora San Marcos

Suárez Sevilla Alfredo
Empacadora San Marcos

Suedan Díaz Zammir Aizar
Burel, S.A. de C.V.

T

Takechi Kobayashi
Toyota Motor Corporation

Tanus Osorio Silvia
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Téllez Kuenzler Luis
Bombardier Inc.

Tirado Cabal Laura Leticia
LTC Exporter

Torres Ixtepan Any
Proboca

Torres Verdin José Carlos
GOING Global Operations 
International Group

Torres Landa Ruffo Juan 
Francisco
Hogan Lovells BSTL, S.C.

Torroella Soto Luis
Innovaciones En Terracerías, 
S.A. de C.V.

Torruco Garza Miguel
Grupo Alemán

Touron Louis-José
Embajada de Suiza
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Y

Yajun Zhang
Embajada de China

Yasutake Guillermo
Grupo Presidente

Yitani Budib Antonio
Metropolitan

Yitani Budib Pedro
Metropolitan

Yitani Maccise Antonio
Club De Empresarios De Puebla 
A.C

Z

Zamora Torres Abraham
Banobras

Zanatta Vidaurri Rosalio
H. Congreso del Estado de 
Puebla

Zapata De Vengoechea Nicolás
Parques y Museos de México, 
S.A. de C.V.

Zapata Guzmán Joel
Mabe

Zárate Flores Alfonso
Grupo Consultor 
Interdisciplinario, S.C.

Zas Arcieri José María
American Express Company

Zorrilla Ibarra Patricio
Ultra Telecom

Zozaya Délano José Guillermo
Kansas City Southern de México

Villarreal Sáenz Luis Carlos
Operadora de Limpieza 
Empresarial, S.A. de C.V.

Vital Vergara Juan Humberto
Más Comunicación

Vivanco Saavedra Oscar
Signa S.A. de C.V.

Viveros Figueroa Carlos
Grupo TMM, SAB

W

Walker Linda
Walker Von Graffenried Asset 
Management AG

Walls Calatayud José Rodolfo
W&L Group

Wehr Alexander W.
BMW Group Mexico, Latin 
America & the Caribbean

Wilson Christopher E.
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center

Windon Jaime
Maryland Distillers Guild

Wobensmith John C.
Secretary of State

Wojna Beata
Embajada de Polonia en 
México

Woldenberg Carabias Laura
VICE

Wong Nicole
Panamá

X

Xiang Bing
Cheng Kong Graduate School 
of Business
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The origins of Nestlé go back to 1867 in Vevey, Switzerland, when its founder Henri Nestlé revolutionized the 
food industry by developing the first lactated flour to satisfy the food and nutritional needs of children. In 1905 
he merges with a major producer of condensed milk, the Anglo Swiss Company Condensed Milk, with which he 
begins the diversification and internationalization process. New products were added little by little to the first 
production of condensed milk and lactated flour, such as soluble coffees, chocolates, confectionary, culinary, as 
well as pet foods, all of them worldwide, currently sold in 197 countries. 

Always ahead in innovation and renovation in the food sector, Nestlé takes advantage of 150 years of expertise 
in research and technological development to offer top nutritional and quality food products to its consumers. 

Nestlé is ranked as the world leading company in nutrition, health and wellness. Nestlé has presence in all con-
tinents with over 2,000 brands, produced in 436 plants, with 339,000 collaborators around the globe. Nestlé’s 
brands and products are focused in all stages of life. Nestlé has been dedicated to know the needs and desires of 
its consumers as well as its local values and culture. That is why the company has proven having a great capability 
to adapt to every country, never deflecting from its convictions and fundamental values, which are paramount 
to guarantee success, by sustaining its growth strategy in the Creation of Shared Value and promoting concrete 
benefits for the development of society, boosting both the country development and environmental care.
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Since its creation in 1986 the Carlos Slim Foundation has benefited millions of people, with its high-impact pro-
grams that have focused on the most vulnerable population in Latin America.  

The vocation of the Carlos Slim Foundation is the development of human capital, through programs that 
strengthen the capabilities and skills of people of any age in Mexico and Latin America, so that they can become 
actively involved in economic and social development, and thus achieve more and better opportunities with an 
improved quality of life. 

With a high sense of social responsibility, efficiency and timeliness, the Carlos Slim Foundation congregates the 
efforts of private enterprises, the three levels of government (federal, state and municipal), academic institu-
tions, as well as the civil society; so that its programs in education, employment, health, economic development, 
road security, justice, sports, environment, culture, human development, migrants, and humanitarian aid, can 
benefit the largest number of people, with special emphasis on the most vulnerable groups.
 
The Carlos Slim Foundation promotes the development of human capital, and creates opportunities for the inte-
gral development of people, as well as for their communities.
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TELMEX is a conglomerate that comprises Teléfonos de México, S.A.B. de C.V. and its subsidiary and associated 
companies, which provides telecommunications services in Mexico.

With over 37.8 billions in investments since its privatization in 1990, TELMEX has ensured the growth and 
modernization of its infrastructure, developing a 100% digital technology that handles one of the most advanced 
networks worldwide.
 
TELMEX and its subsidiaries offer the widest range of advanced telecommunications services for all market 
segments, including public, rural and residential telephony, specialized services for small and medium enterprises, 
as well as for national and international corporate customers — thanks to the high technical capacity and 
coverage provided by their access and transport networks. It also offers services such as connectivity, Internet 
access through Infinitum, co-location, hosting and interconnection services with other telecommunications 
operators.

TELMEX has been a leader and pioneer in digital inclusion. Since 1991 it has worked hard, through its Program 
for Education and Digital Culture, to install over 3,600 Digital Libraries and inclusive public places, where 
there is free access to computing equipment, high-speed Internet and courses for approaching and training 
in information technology. This Program also includes educational platforms such as Académica, TelmexHub, 
Inttelmex IT, Becas Digitales (digital scholarships), and Aldea Digital (digital village); the latter was confirmed in 
2016 to be the largest digital inclusion program in the world, for the fourth consecutive year.

TELMEX Values are: work, growth, social responsibility and austerity.
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Grupo Financiero Banorte (GFNorte) is one of Mexico´s leader financial institutions.

It is the third biggest group in the country and the largest controlled by Mexican shareholders. It currently has 
more than 1,100 branches, 82 Preferential Banking units, more than 7,500 ATM´s and more than 23,708 banking 
correspondents.

The principal activity of GFNorte subsidiaries are financial operations, multiple bank services, brokerage services, 
leasing and factoring, asset consulting, investment companies, warehousing, insurance, pensions and retirement 
savings. It runs the main Administrator of Retirement Funds in Mexico, Afore XXI Banorte. Banorte is present 
in south Texas through the Inter National Bank, as well as in New Jersey and California, through remittance 
companies such as Uniteller and Motran; and in New York, through Banorte Ixe Securities. It is one of the banks 
with better asset quality indicators of the Mexican financial system and has high levels of capitalization and 
liquidity.
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Grupo TMM is one of the largest integrated logistics and transportation companies in Mexico providing spe-
cialized maritime services and integrated logistics services, including land transportation services and ports and 
terminals management services, to international and domestic clients throughout Mexico. We offer a solid logis-
tical structure looking after our clients’ most precious resources: time and money. Thanks to our three business 
units and the efforts of our human capital, Grupo TMM has everything necessary to offer a world class service 
guaranteeing the highest quality to all our clients. The original company, Transportes Maritimos Mexicanos, S.A. 
was constituted on June 1955 and three years later changed its registered name to Transportacion Maritima 
Mexicana, S.A. During 60’s the Company experienced a fast growing era, it started operations on the Atlantic 
Gulf with services to US and Mexican ports; opened its Pacific Coast liner service to Central and South America; 
inaugurated its transatlantic service on a regular basis to Northern Europe, initiated regular services to the Far 
East and to the Mediterranean Coast; and started its regular services to Brazil. At that time the Company initiat-
ed its diversification process, first in the railroad business acquiring the Tex-Mex railway, and in 1983 initiating 
the Car Transportation operation with specialized vessels.  During the 90’s TMM enters into strategic alliances; 
in 1993 agrees with Hapag Lloyd to serve Northern Europe ports; in 1994 with Seacor Marine in Supply Ships; in 
1995 again with Hapag Lloyd to serve the Mediterranean area, and also with CSAV for the Car Carrier business.  
In logistic services, in late 90’s TMM acquired the concession to operate the Manzanillo Container Terminal in the 
mexican pacific; it obtained a 40 year concession on the International Cruise Dock at Cozumel Island at the mexi-
can caribean, and also got a 25 year concession from the Acapulco Port Authority, to operate the cruise dock, the 
multipurpose terminal, and the international cargo terminal. TMM is listing on the Mexican Exchange Market 
since 1980; and abroad TMM is listed on the New York Stock Exchange effective 1992.

Our Mission
“We are a Mexican group specializing in maritime and onshore transport, integrated logistics, storage and port 
operations.

Our competitive strength is based on the integration of our own strategic assets and those of third parties to 
offer a wide variety of solutions providing a high level of service and flexibility for our clients, all of which is 
supported by constantly developing technology, 50 years of experience and excellent human capital.

Our commitment is to maximize shareholder equity through the efficient and profitable operation of our busi-
ness units.”

Our vision
“To be the leading provider of transport services and integrated logistics solutions in the national market, seek-
ing to participate in high return and profitable niche markets

At Grupo TMM we are committed to respecting the environment and participating in the consolidation and 
development of Mexico.”

Our Infrastructure
Grupo TMM has a unique position in the Mexican market, being the ideal link between railways, roads and ports 
as well as the link between the main cities and production centers in the country. 
The Company has facilities located in Aguascalientes, Veracruz, Queretaro, Ramos Arizpe, Laredo, Hermosillo, 
San Luis Potosi, Toluca, Cuernavaca, Monterrey, Puebla, Cd. Sahagun and Mexico City.
Grupo TMM offers a logical structure to enhance a client’s most precious resources: their time and money, work-
ing jointly with all industries, including companies that require the highest standards to guarantee their satis-
faction in logistical matters.

Our Solutions
Our consulting services, the creation of synergies through our diverse operations, our market knowledge and 
our interest to treat our clients as they require, has allowed us to provide customized and integrated solutions, 
in the areas of:

• Logistics and Inland Services.
• Specialized Maritime Services.
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Based in Mexico City, Kansas City Southern of Mexico (KCSM) is a Mexican company leader in rail transport, 
serving major industrial centers in the northeastern and central Mexico and the port of Lázaro Cárdenas, Tampico 
/ Altamira and Veracruz, with over 2,641 miles of track. KCSM provides a direct connection between the US and 
the logistics center of Mexico, crossing through the international bridges in Nuevo Laredo and Matamoros. 
KCSM is a subsidiary of Kansas City Southern (KCS), rail transport company investment in Mexico, USA and 
Panama. Besides KCSM, its major holdings include The Kansas City Southern Railway Company and The Texas 
Mexican Railway Company. Rail holdings and strategic alliances in North America KCS are essential components 
of the railway system in the region, connecting commercial and industrial centers in the United States, Canada 
and Mexico.
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ExxonMobil is the world’s largest publicly traded international oil and gas company, providing reliable forms of 
energy that support growing economies and improve living standards around the world. ExxonMobil combines 
ingenuity, innovation and technology to deliver energy to a growing world. The company explores for, produces 
and sells crude oil, natural gas and petroleum products. An industry leader in almost every aspect of the energy 
and petrochemical business, ExxonMobil operates facilities or markets products in most of the world’s countries 
and searches for oil and natural gas on six continents. We have an active exploration or production presence in 
40 countries and refining facilities in 17 countries. ExxonMobil has over 130 years of history in Mexico thanks to 
our three business lines: Upstream, Downstream and Chemicals. Our corporate offices and lubricants plant are 
located in Mexico City, and a chemical plant in Tuxpan, Veracruz.
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Toyota de México began operations in 2002. Under the philosophy of “Thinking Global and Acting Local”, 
Toyota de México has proven its commitment to the environment, sustainability and customer satisfaction 
offering a wide range of products that respond to the needs of the Mexican market.  Toyota has a portfolio of 
16 models and a 68 dealers network strategically established in the country. In 2015 Toyota commercialized a 
total of 84,779 units with a total market share of 6.2%. Toyota Motor Manufacturing has presence in Mexico 
with a truck assembly plant in Tijuana, Baja California, that produced 82,332 Tacoma pickup trucks during 2015 
and which production capacity will grow to 160,000 annual units in 2017. Through a project partnership with 
Mazda Manufacturing Vehicle Operation of Mexico, Toyota produced in this same year 25,372 Yaris R in its plant 
in Salamanca, Guanajuato. By 2019, Toyota will begin operations of its second production plant in the country, 
which will be located in Apaseo el Grande, Guanajuato, with a production capacity of 200,000 Corollas each year. 
For more information about TMEX, visit:

www.toyota.com.mx
http://www.toyota-pressroom.com.me/ www.facebook.com/ToyotaMex
www.facebook.com/ToyotaRacingMexico www.twitter.com/ToyotaMex

www.twitter.com/ToyotaRacingMX www.youtube.com/ToyotaMex
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Safran is a leading international high-technology group and Tier-1 supplier of systems and equipment for 
aerospace, defense and security.

Operating worldwide, the Safran group has more than 70,000 employees in nearly 60 countries and generated 
sales of 17,4 billion euros in 2015. Working alone or in partnership, Safran holds world or European leadership 
positions in its core markets.

Today, the following companies have operations in the States of Querétaro, Chihuahua and in Mexico City.: 
Safran Electrical & Power, Safran Landing Systems, Safran Aircraft Engines, Safran Nacelles, Safran Helicopter 
Engines and Safran Identity and Security. The Group, which is the main aeronautical employer in the country, 
counts on 10 plants and hires close to 6,000 people.

Further information:
SAFRAN México
T. +52 (55) 5281 8775
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Arancia is privately owned company based in Guadalajara, Mexico.  (www.arancia.com.mx)

Biotecnology and Food and Industrial Ingredients:

- Enmex - Food and Industrial enzymes, with important exports to the US and Europe (www.enmex.com.mx)

- NaturaExtracta - Food extracts, flavors, colors and specialty ingredients (www.naturaextracta.com)

Logistics Services:

- Pacific Star Foodservice – A Joint Venture with Sysco Inc. Nationwide foodservice supply and distribution to 
restaurants (www.pacificstar.com.mx)

Energy:

- Eneri - Smart Meters and Electricity use monitoring and control (www.eneri.com.mx)

Strategic institutional investments, with board-level participation or insight:

- Corn Products International - A global Corn Refiner focusing on creating ingredient solutions (www.ingredion.
com)

- Enzymotec - Lipid-based biofunctional ingredients for nutrition, health and pharma (www.enzymotec.com)

- Advanced BioNutrition - Encapsulation technology for protecting and delivering bioactives (www.
advancedbionutrition.com)

- Coskata - A biology-based renewable energy company with synthesis gas ethanol technology (www.coskata.
com).

Arancia values are a strong foundation to our companies culture.  Arancia has received for 11 consecutive years 
the national disctinction Empresa Socialmente Responsable from the Centro Mexicano de Filantropia AC

Our main values are: respect for the individual, ethics, institutional management, continuous improvement, the 
customer, and  results oriented organizational culture.   
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About Us
Interjet is a Mexican “high efficiency” airline, that is to say it offers quality service at reasonable prices, 
a commitment which is evident on a daily basis in all our operations. More than 55 million passengers have 
travelled with us in Mexico, the U.S., Central America and the Caribbean since we were established.

Fleet and Destinations
We began operating in 2005 with a fleet of three Airbus A320 airplanes connecting three destinations in Mexico: 
Guadalajara, Monterrey and Cancun. Today we have one of the world’s most modern fleets consisting of 68 
aircraft (46 Airbus and 22 Superjet 100s), both of which are equipped with the latest technology.

Interjet currently flies to 53 destinations, 37 of which are in Mexico and 16 abroad, to cover the needs of both 
pleasure and business passengers:

In the U.S.: Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Orlando/Sanford 
and San Antonio.
In Cuba: Havana, Santa Clara and Varadero.
In Central and South America: Bogota, Guatemala, Lima and San Jose Costa Rica.

What Distinguishes Us
Interjet offers the most legroom in the industry, with approximately 34 inches (85 centimeters). 
Honesty is one of our values which is why we will never surprise our passengers with the price they have to 
pay, thus what they see is what they pay.
We are the only airline in which all passengers can check up to 50 kilos of baggage, and in Priority class up to 
75 kilos, which can include sports equipment or pets. 
We do not charge for seat selection or for printing boarding passes.
Older adults have a permanent discount on all our flights, seasonality notwithstanding.
All our flights have women-only restrooms.
All our flights offer complimentary snacks and beverages.

Interjet is committed to the environment and society. We back and encourage academic endeavors and have 
certifications because of the environmental protection measures we have implemented.
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Airbus Group – Shaping the Future of Aeronautics and Space

Airbus Group is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. It comprises Airbus as a leading global 
manufacturer of highly innovative commercial aircraft, Airbus Defence and Space as the defence and space 
leader in Europe, providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft as well as space systems, equipment 
and services, and Airbus Helicopters which offers the world’s widest range of civil and military helicopters. Airbus 
Group is a major partner in the Eurofighter consortium, a stakeholder in the missile systems provider MBDA and 
a 50% partner in turboprop aircraft maker ATR.

Airbus Group strives to expand its key programmes to support further profitable growth. To gain access to new 
markets and resources, the Group is expanding its international footprint but remains strongly committed to its 
home countries within Europe.

Airbus Group – known as EADS until 1 January 2014 – was created in 2000 through the merger of DaimlerChrysler 
Aerospace AG in Germany, Aérospatiale Matra in France, and CASA in Spain. The Group is today’s best practical 
example of a truly successful European industrial company. With cumulative orders worth over € 1,500 billion 
since 2000, the Group’s order book at the end of 2015 was worth € 1,006 billion. In 2015, Airbus Group had 
revenues of € 64.5 billion, more than double the € 24.2 billion generated in 2000.

Denis Ranque has been Chairman of the Board of Directors since 2 April 2013.
Tom Enders has been Chief Executive Officer (CEO) since 1 June 2012.
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Grupo Financiero Value is a leader in stock-market intermediation, fund operator, investment management and 
leasing. Value Financial Group provides a wide range of services in Mexico to a substantial and diversified client 
portfolio that includes corporations, governments and individual investors. We invite you to take a tour of our 
new internet portal and use the many financial resources it offers.

Mission
The mission of Grupo Financiero Value is meeting the financial needs of its customers through a personal treat-
ment so that we are a leader in customer’s care and service.

Vision
To be the leading growing financial group in the country by providing high quality financial services, consistency 
and profitability, with an experienced working team in an environment of honesty, collaboration and cutting 
edge technology that can ensure security for our customers and continued growth of our portfolio.

VALUE Casa de Bolsa
Specializes in investment management in order to increase the assets of our clients. Value Casa de Bolsa is rec-
ognized in the market due to the best quality services provided, the best investment funds as well as to the fact 
that we give our clients the best results.

Value Casa de Bolsa specializes in:

• Investment Funds
• Money Market
• Capital Markets
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Accenture is a leading global professional services company, providing a broad range of services and solutions in 
strategy, consulting, digital, technology and operations. Combining unmatched experience and specialized skills 
across more than 40 industries and all business functions – underpinned by the world’s largest delivery network 
– Accenture works at the intersection of business and technology to help clients improve their performance and 
create sustainable value for their stakeholders. With approximately 384,000 people serving clients in more than 
120 countries, Accenture drives innovation to improve the way the world works and lives.

Visit us at www.accenture.com.
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GRUMA was founded in Cerralvo, Nuevo León in 1949 by Mr. Roberto M. González Gutiérrez and his son, Mr. 
Roberto González Barrera, a company that would later become what it is today: a proudly Mexican global food 
enterprise. It is a leading worldwide producer of cornflour and tortillas, as well as an important player in the 
elaboration of flatbreads, such as wraps, pita bread, naan, chapati, and piadina, amongst others; aside from 
producing other food, such as rice, snacks and heart of palm. 

GRUMA is led by Mr. Juan González Moreno since December 2012 and it has a notable international expansion 
which includes operations strategically located in America, Europe, Asia and Oceania with 75 plants, over 20,000 
collaborators and an important presence in 112 countries through its global brands, MASECA and MISSION, as 
well as great amount of local leading companies, such as Guerrero in the United States, and Tortiricas and Tosty 
in Costa Rica. 

Through innovation and the use of new technologies, GRUMA has expanded its portfolio of products and 
services which adapt to different lifestyles, cultures and needs of its customers and consumers in all the countries 
it is present. 

GRUMA is a socially responsible company that supports comprehensive development of the communities 
where it is present. Always offering high quality products with affordable prices for every family, creating jobs, 
reinvesting profits, implementing environment-friendly processes, encouraging training and progress, all this 
without setting aside continuous growth. 
 
With 67 years since its establishment and thanks to a clear vision of sustainable growth, perspective in value 
generation, to its technology, infrastructure and renewed strategy, GRUMA views the future with optimism, and 
it is committed to building a new stage with the principles and values that have shaped it and that will allow it 
to overcome future challenges. 

In 2015 GRUMA had net sales of US$3.4 billion, of which 73% came from non-Mexican operations.
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General Information.
Nacional Financiera, S.N.C. (Nafin), was established in 1934 as a National Financial Institution (Development 
Bank) aiming at local development and job creation. 

Nacional Financiera contributes to the country´s Economic Development through accesible financing for MSMEs, 
entrepreneurs and strategic investment projects and with other business development services; as well as 
contribute to the Financial Market Development, and act as a financial agent for the Federal Government, 
allowing the innovation improvement and the increase of productivity, competitivity, generating jobs and 
regional growth.

Institutional Objectives:

Expand access to financing on better terms (more and cheaper credit) and other business services to 
MSMEs and entrepreneurs, with a new focused approach to improve productivity.

Support the development of long-term projects in priority sectors and high impact, in coordination with 
other development banks and under schemes to correct market failures.

Promote regional and sectoral development of the country, through a differentiated product offering, 
according to the productive potential of each region and structure.

Contribute to the development of financial markets through innovative mechanisms and instruments to 
improve their performance and to be strengthened as sources of financing for SMEs.

Maximize the economic impact and financial performance to ensure long-term sustainability of the 
institution.

Having a support structure and flexible and innovative, with trained human resources to enable the 
institution adequately respond to public policy objectives of the Federal Government management.

Ensure that the institution has a results-oriented trying to improve their impact on economic development 
management.

Nacional Financiera main office is located in Mexico City, it also has five regional offices: Hermosillo, Son., 
Monterrey, N. L., Guadalajara, Jal. Mexico City and Merida, Yuc.

At the present time, Nacional Financiera has 972 employees.

1.-

2.-

3.-

4.-

5.-

6.-

7.-
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Bombardier Inc.

Bombardier is the world’s leading manufacturer of both planes and trains. Looking far ahead while delivering 
today, Bombardier is evolving mobility worldwide by answering the call for more efficient, sustainable and 
enjoyable transportation everywhere. Our vehicles, services and, most of all, our employees are what make us a 
global leader in transportation.

Bombardier is headquartered in Montréal, Canada. Our shares are traded on the Toronto Stock Exchange (BBD) 
and we are listed on the Dow Jones Sustainability North America index. 

Bombardier Transportation 

With 61 production and engineering sites and 18 service centres in 28 countries, Bombardier Transportation is 
a global leader in the rail industry. We cover the full spectrum of rail solutions, ranging from complete trains 
to sub-systems, maintenance services, system integration and signaling. Our installed base of rolling stock 
exceeds 100,000 rail cars and locomotives worldwide. Our 39,400 employees continue a proud tradition of 
delivering ingenious rail transportation solutions, including rail vehicles, propulsion and controls, bogies services, 
transportation systems and rail control solutions.

Bombardier Transportation has more than 24 years in Mexico and employs around 1,500 people. The site in Cd. 
Sahagun, Hidalgo, specializes in manufacturing, introduction of passenger rail vehicles, maintenance and after-
sales service. It operates another manufacturing site in Hidalgo and other in Huehuetoca, State of Mexico, that 
specializes in harnesses.

It offers to the Mexican market a complete range of systems, products and rail passenger services: metro cars, 
light rail, locomotives and regional trains.

Bombardier Aerospace

With more than 31,200 employees and a leadership position in global markets, Bombardier Aerospace designs, 
manufactures and supports innovative aviation products for the business, commercial, specialized and amphibious 
aircraft markets. It has the most comprehensive aircraft portfolio and holds the number one position in business 
and regional aircraft. Our high-performance aircraft and services set the standard of excellence in several markets: 
Business aircraft, Commercial aircraft, Aerostructures & Engineering Services, Amphibious aircraft, Specialized 
aircraft solutions and Aircraft services and training.
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Founded in 1966, Grupo Expansion (also known as GEx) is currently the most important multiplatform group 
aimed to selective and business audiences in Mexico.

In 2010 changed its corporate image and was oriented to “Creating passionate media experiences to enrich 
readers’ and users’ lives “.

Grupo Expansion is Mexico’s second largest magazine & digital publisher with a solid portfolio of 17 magazines, 
11 websites and a monthly reach of nearly 42 million. GEx’s brands include: Expansión, ELLE, Obras, Manufactura, 
IDC, Quién, InStyle, ELLE Decoration, Tec Review, Accent, Aire, Gran Plan, Chilango, Life and Style, Travel + 
Leisure, CNNExpansión, Mediotiempo y CNNMéxico.

Social Media: Facebook/grupoexpansion; Twitter: @grupogex.
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Sunday 13

“Embarking on the New Technology Era”
Puebla 13 - 15 November, 2016

11:30 onwards Participant registration

15:00 - 15:15

Puebla

Welcoming remarks

•	 Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
•	 Rafael Moreno Valle, Governor of Puebla, Mexico 
•	 Alfonso García Cacho, Principal, Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

15:15 - 16:45

Puebla

Peering into 2017: A view on the global economy and what it means for Mexico

•	 Claudio X. González Laporte, Chairman of the Board, Kimberly Clark de Mexico, Mexico 
•	 Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal, Secretary of the Economy, Mexico 
•	 Claude Smadja, Chairman and Founder, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland

Moderator: 

•	 David Luhnow, Mexico Bureau Chief, Wall Street Journal, Mexico

17:00 - 18:15

Puebla

What to expect from the new US administration and the political picture in the US

•	 Ronnie Chan, Chairman, Hang Lung Properties, Hong Kong SAR 
•	 Luis Ernesto Derbez, President, Universidad de Las Américas Puebla, Mexico
•	 Stephen Donehoo, Managing Partner and Director, Mexico, Central America, and the Andean Region 

Countries, McLarty & Associates, USA  
•	 Roberta Jacobson, US Ambassador to Mexico, USA 
•	 Claudia Ruiz Massieu Salinas, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mexico 

Moderator:

•	 José Carreño Figueras, International Editor, Excélsior, Mexico 

18:30 - 19:45

Querétaro 

The emerging game-changers: Meet with and listen to Mexico’s new tech generation

•	 Adolfo Babatz, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, CLIP, Mexico 
•	 Salomón Chertorivski Woldenberg, Secretary of economic development, Government of Mexico City, Mexico
•	 Álvaro Rodríguez Arregui, Co-founder and Managing  Partner  of  IGNIA, Mexico
•	 Marc Segura, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Playbusiness, Mexico 
•	 Diego Serebrisky, Managing Partner, Dalus Capital, Mexico

Moderator:

•	 Alberto Bello, Business Editorial Director, Grupo Expansión, Mexico
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18:30 - 19:45

Guadalajara

From the 20th to the 21st century corporation: What needs to change

•	 Pierre Beaudoin, Executive Chairman of the Board, Bombardier
•	 Rafael Funes, Executive Chairman, LOVIS, United Kingdom
•	 Wesley David Sine, Faculty Director, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute Professor of Management 

and Organizations, Cornell University, USA 
•	 Marc Sorel, Chairman and CEO, PowerJet, France
•	 Luis Téllez, President of KKR Mexico and President, Everis Mexico, Mexico

Moderator: 

•	 Luiz Carlos Ferezin, President, Accenture, Mexico

20:00 - 20:30 Cocktail reception

20:30 - 22:00   

Puebla

Official opening dinner

•	 Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez, President of Panama, Panama 

Chaired by:

•	 Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
•	 Rafael Moreno Valle, Governor of Puebla, Mexico

  

08:45 - 10:00

Puebla

The new opportunities in the Mexico China business relationship

	• Amapola Grijalva, Chief Executive Officer, World Trade Consultants Group, Mexico
	• David Shambaugh, Professor of International Affairs & Director of the China Policy Program, 
George Washington University, USA 
	• Xiang Bing, Dean, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, People’s Republic of China 
	• Zou Chuan Ming,  Trade and Economic Advisor, Chinese Embassy in Mexico. China

Moderator:

	• Michael Camuñez, President and Chief Executive Officer, Manatt Jones, Global Strategies, USA

10:00 - 10:20 Networking Break 

10:20 - 10:40

Puebla

Briefing

A crucial transition year for China: What implications?

	• David Shambaugh, Professor of International Affairs & Director of the China Policy Program, 
George Washington University, USA 

Monday 14
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10:45 - 12:00

Guadalajara

Making Fintech a tool for Mexico’s growth and social development
	• Bradley Betts, Managing Director, Global Equity Research Team, Blackrock, USA 
	• Eduardo Cepeda, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, J.P. Morgan Grupo Financiero, Mexico 
	• Guillermo Güemez Sarre, Director General of Innovación, Grupo Financiero Banorte, Mexico
	• Roni Michaely, Rudd Family Professor of finance, Johnson Graduate School of Management, 
Cornell University
	• Gerardo Obregón, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Prestadero, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Luis Miguel González, Editorial Director, El Economista, Mexico

10:45 - 12:00

Querétaro

Districto Federal becomes a state: What does it mean for Business

	• Emilio Carrillo Gamboa, Founding Partner, Bufete Carrillo Gamboa, S.C., Mexico
	• José Natividad González, President, Primer Círculo, Mexico 
	• Julio Millán Bojalil, President, Grupo Coraza Corporación Azteca, Mexico 

Moderator:

	• Alejandro Carrillo, Director General, Miguel Aleman Foundation, Mexico

10:45 - 12:00

Monterrey

Does Mexico have the right policies for the new technology era?

 • William Halal, Professor, Georgetown University & Chairman, TechCast Global Inc., USA
 • Lina Ornelas, Director, Public Policy and Government Relations, Google Mexico, Mexico
 • Wesley David Sine, Faculty Director, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute Professor of 
Management and Organizations, Cornell University, USA

Moderator:

 • Rossana Fuentes Berain, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Mexico Media Lab S21, Mexico  

12:15 - 13:15

Guadalajara

Addressing the technology challenge in the agro sector to compete better at the global level

 • José Eduardo Calzada Rovirosa, Secretary for Agriculture, Mexico 
 • Juan Carlos Cortés, Director General, Financiera Nacional de Desarrollo Agropecuario, Rural, 
Forestal y Pesquero, Mexico 

 • Marcelo Melchior, President and Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Nestlé Mexico, Mexico
 • Rodrigo Riestra, Agriculture Development Secretary, Government of Puebla, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Félix Martínez Cabrera, President of ANICAFE, Vice President of CNA for development 
programs of the Mexica Tropic, Secretario of Pronatura Veracruz, Mexico

FINAL PROGRAMS

192



12:15 - 13:15

Querétaro

What is Mexico doing to prepare for the jobs of the 21st Century economy?

 • Salvador Alva, President, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico 
 • Javier Elguea Solís, Director of the Education Program, Fundación Carlos Slim, President, 
Instituto Tecnológico de Teléfonos de México (Inttelmex), Mexico

 • Manuel Herrera Vega, National President, CONCAMIN, Mexico 
 • Nora Villafuerte, Vice President human resources, Nestlé México, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Luis Alberto Aziz Checa, Founding Partner, Aziz & Kaye Business Law, Mexico

13:30 - 15:00

Puebla

Plenary Luncheon

Featuring as keynote speaker

 • José Antonio Meade Kuribreña, Secretary of Finance and Public Credit, Mexico
 

Chaired by:

 • Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico

15:15 - 16:30

Guadalajara

High Growth Potential: Aerospace 

 • Andrey Boginsky, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Russian Federation
 • Frédéric Garcia, Chief Executive Officer, Airbus Group Mexico, Mexico 
 • Donna Hrinak, President for Latin America, Boeing International, Mexico 
 • Daniel Parfait, President, Safran Mexico, Mexico 
 • Jean Séguin, President, Bombardier Aerostructures & Engineering Services, Canada

Moderator:

 • Hugo Domínguez, Deputy Editor, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

15:15 - 16:30

Monterrey

High Growth Potential: Renewable energy

	• Alejandro Espinosa Calderón, Member of the Board, licore, Mexico 
	• Rubén Kraiem, Partner, Covington & Burling LLP, USA 
	• Gilberto Marín Quintero, President & Chief Executive Officer, ILER (Impulsora 
Latinoamericana de Energía Renovable), Mexico 
	• John L. Petersen, Founder and President, The Arlington Institute, USA

Moderator:

 • Yaël Smadja, Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja, USA

15:15-16:30

Querétaro

High Growth Potential: Tourism

 • Miguel Alemán Magnani, President, Interjet, Mexico
 • Ruben Gerardo Corona González, Undersecretary of Tourism Innovation and Development, 
Government of Mexico, Mexico

 • Carlos Joaquín González, Governor of the State of Quintana Roo, Mexico
 • Yolanda Perdomo, Director of Affiliate Members Programme, World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO), Spain 

Moderator:
 • Lorenzo Lazo Margain, Managing Partner, Alemán Velasco y Asociados, Mexico
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16:30-17:00 Networking break

17:00 - 18:15

Monterrey

Where the Internet of Things could lead Mexico

 • Vladimiro de la Mora, Director General, General Electric Mexico, Mexico 
 • Michelle Evans, Head, Digital Consumer Research, Euromonitor, USA   
 • Guillermo Rivero, CEO, Vice, Mexico
 • Blanca Treviño, President & Chief Executive Officer, Softtek, Mexico 

Moderator:

 • Rossana Fuentes Berain, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Mexico Media Lab S21, Mexico  

17:00 - 18:15

Guadalajara

What actions now to achieve the objectives of the National Infrastructure Program 

 • Juan Luis Flores, Chief Financial Officer, Grupo Marhnos, Mexico
 • Ary Naïm, Country Manager, IFC México 
 • Roberto R. Roy, Minister for Canal Affairs, Ministry of Canal Affairs, Panama 
 • Gerardo Ruiz Esparza, Secretary for Communication and Transportation, Government of 
Mexico, Mexico

 • Abraham Zamora, Director General, BANOBRAS, Mexico 

Moderator:

 • Alberto Bello, Business Editorial Director, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

17:00 - 18:15

Querétaro

Is the anti-corruption reform really a game changer?

 • Tammy Albarrán, Partner, Covington & Burling LLP, USA 
 • Juan Pablo Castañón Castañón, President, Consejo Coordinador Empresarial, Mexico 
 • José Ramón Cossío, Minister of the Supreme Court of Justice, Mexico 
 • Edna Jaime, Directora General, México Evalúa, Mexico 

Moderator:

 • Alfonso Zárate, President, Grupo Consultor Interdisciplinario, Mexico

18:30 - 19:45

Puebla

5% growth in 2018: Achievable or not? At what conditions?

 • Gerardo Gutiérrez Candiani, Head of the Special Economic Zones (ZEE), Mexico 
 • Rafael Moreno Valle, Governor of Puebla, Mexico 
 • Jacques Rogozinski, General Director, Nacional Financiera, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Pedro Velasco, Partner, Santamarina y Steta, Mexico 

20:15 - 22:15

Museo
Internacional

Barroco

Gala Dinner

An evening for making new friends and enjoying cultural and gastronomical delights.

Hosted by:

 • Rafael Moreno Valle, Governor of Puebla, Mexico

Transportation will be provided from the Centro Expositor Puebla to the Museo Internacional Barroco. 
After dinner, transportation will be provided to the hotels.
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Tuesday 15

08:45 - 10:00

Guadalajara

Mexico’s energy industry: Ensuring the benefits of the reforms

 • Steve Greenlee, President, ExxonMobil Exploration, USA 
 • Jaime Hernández, Director General, CFE, Mexico
 • Pedro Joaquín Coldwell, Secretary of Energy, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Ernesto Marcos Giacoman, Director, Marcos y Asociados Infraestructura y Energía, S.C., Mexico 

08:45 - 10:00

Querétaro

Making an asset of the border

 • Alan Bersin, Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, US government 
 • Ariel Picker Schatz, Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Seguritech, Mexico 
 • Carlos Manuel Sada Solana, Ambassador of Mexico to the United States
 • Christopher Wilson, Deputy Director, Mexico Institute, Wilson Center, USA 

Moderator:

 • Yaël Smadja, Chief Executive Officer, Smadja & Smadja, USA

10:00 - 10:20 Networking break

10:20 - 11:30

Monterrey

Getting smarter faster about cyber and digital security: How government and corporations could do 
more and better

 • Yves Betz, Chief Executive Officer, Global Corporate Zurich Mexico, Mexico 
 • Ulises Castillo Hernández, Director of Cybersecurity, Telmex (Scitum), Mexico
 • Vitaly Shmatikov, Professor of Computer Science, Cornell Tech, USA 

Moderator:

 • Juan Sadurni, Managing Director, Accenture Digital, Accenture México, Mexico

10:20 - 11:30

Querétaro

Mexico and the EU what options to update the Global Agreement to bolster trade and investment

 • Valentín Diez Morodo, President, COMCE, Mexico 
 • Frédéric Garcia, President, Executive Council of Global Enterprises, Mexico 
 • Andrew Standley, Ambassador of the European Union to Mexico, United Kingdom

Moderator
 • Claude Smadja, Chairman and Founder, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland

10:20 - 11:30

Guadalajara

The new opportunities in the Mexico India Business relationship

 • Francisco González, Director General ProMéxico, Mexico 
 • Omkar Goswami, Founder, CERGINDIA, India 
 • Muktesh K. Pardeshi, Ambassador of India to Mexico
 • Shishir Sharma, Managing Partner, Tatva Legal, India 

Moderator:

 • David Luhnow, Mexico Bureau Chief, Wall Street Journal, Mexico
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11:45 - 12:30

Puebla

Special Address

 • Enrique Peña Nieto, President of the United States of Mexico 

Chaired by:

 • Miguel Alemán Velasco, Chairman of the Mexico Business Summit, Mexico
 • Rafael Moreno Valle, Governor of Puebla, Mexico

12:45 - 14:00

Puebla

Plenary luncheon 

Towards a Sustainable Society: A business perspective

 • Takeshi Uchiyamada, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Toyota Motor Corporation, Japan 

Chaired by:

 • Claude Smadja, Chairman and Founder, Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland

14:15 - 14:45

Puebla

Briefing

Forecasting the technology revolution for Business

 • William Halal, Professor, Georgetown University & Chairman, TechCast Global Inc., USA 

15:00 - 16:00

Guadalajara

High Growth Potential: Automotive

 • Carlos Luna, Director, Government relations, Volkswagen de México, Mexico
 • Juan Francisco Torres Landa R., Partner, Hogan Lovells, Mexico 
 • Alexander Wehr, President and Chief Executive Officer, BMW Group Mexico, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Mexico

Moderator:

 • Hugo Domínguez, Editor, Revista Manufactura, Grupo Expansión, Mexico

15:00 - 16:00

Querétaro

High Growth Potential: Healthcare

 • Jeremy B. Desai, President & Chief Executive Officer, APOTEX, Canada 
 • Jose Narro Robles, Secretary for Health, Mexico
 • Sandra Sánchez y Oldenhage, Director General, Probiomed, Mexico 
 • Rohit Verma, Dean for External Relations, Cornell College of Business, USA

Moderator:

 • Hans Joachim Kohlsdorf, Managing Partner, Efficient Ideas 

FINAL PROGRAMS

196



16:00 - 17:15
  

Guadalajara

Using technology as a key driver for productivity and profitability

 • Ignacio Caride, General Manager, MercadoLibre, Mexico 
 • Luiz Carlos Ferezin, President, Accenture, Mexico
 • Bismarck Lepe, Founder, Wizeline, USA 
 • Marco Stefanini, Founder and President, Stefanini, Brazil

Moderator:

 • Nicolás Mariscal Servitje, Chief Executive Officer, Grupo Marnhos, Mexico 

17:20 - 18:30
 

Guadalajara

Priorities to mitigate the security conundrum

 • Javier Oliva Posada, Visiting Fellow, London School of Economics and Political Science’s 
Department of Government, Mexico 

 • Monte Alejandro Rubido García, Co-Founder and former Secretary General, Centro de 
Investigación y Seguridad Nacional (CISEN), Mexico 

 • Alfonso Zárate, President, Grupo Consultor Interdisciplinario, Mexico

Moderator:

	• Rafael Heredia Rubio, Director, Heredia Rubio Abogados, S.C., Mexico

18:30 - 18:45

Guadalajara
Closing Messages

18:45 - 19:00 Farewell reception
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Saturday 12
Quinta Real Hotel

Special Program for the Mexico Future Group
Puebla 12 - 13 November, 2016

17:30 onwards Participant registration

18:15 - 18:30 Welcoming remarks and kick off discussion

18:30 - 20:00

Session 1

Dealing with the financing eco - system in Mexico

Discussion initiator:

•	 Roni Michaely, Rudd Family Professor of Finance, Johnson Graduate Scholl of Management, Cornell 
University, USA

20:00 - 22:30

Bar

Hotel Quinta Real 

Session 2 

Figuring out a Trump’s Presidency… What Happens Now in Mexico?

“10 hunches about the first 100 days of Trump’s presidency”

Discussion initiator:

•	 Claude Smadja, President and Founder Smadja & Smadja, Switzerland
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Sunday 13
Quinta Real Hotel

09:30 - 10:30

Session 3

What Will You Do Next? — Big Data, Machine Learning and the Mining of the Human Network

Discussion initiator:
•	 Bradley Betts, PhD, Managing Director, Scientific Active Equity Blackrock, USA

11:00 - 12:00

Session 4

Disruptive Technologies in Energy: the wild cards that will change your world

Discussion initiator:
•	 John L. Petersen, Founder and President, The Arlington Institute, USA

12:30 - 13:30

Session 5

India and Mexico are more alike than you think: what can we learn from each other to do better than we do now?

Discussion initiator:
•	 Omkar Woswami, Founder, CERINDIA, India

13:30 - 14:30 Brunch 

11:30 onwards Participant Registration 

FINAL PROGRAMS

199





iMages

froM the

suMMit













Organized by
México Cumbre de Negocios www.cumbredenegocios.com.mx

President
Miguel Alemán Velasco


